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Ch 1
1) How is Mrs. Block introduced?
She is short-tempered with Matty, her housekeeper. She complained that Matty is wasting matches, but Mrs. Block wasted just as many matches.  

2) Why did Mr. Eardley need to be so careful with his money?
He was supporting his orphan brother brother and supporting and old nurse and a poor blind widow he knew 

3) How did Mr. Eardley break his leg?
He slipped on the slide that Tom Barnes had made and fell hard because he couldn't see so well nor ease his fall because he was carrying a heavy box. 

4) How long did the Dr. say that Mr. Eardley must rest?
Months

5) How does Mr. Eardley respond to having such a long rest?
He quotes "All things work together for good to them that love Him"

Ch 2

1) What caused Mr. Eardley difficulty resting?
The Maxwell boys who lived below him were always making noise and especially fighting, which grieved Mr. Earley's heart as well as his ear.  

2) Why was Richard jealous of Julius?
Because Julius had relatives that spoiled him, but Richard did not.

3) How did Richard and Julius respond when Henry asked them to be more quiet?
They tried at first, but soon got tired to being quiet and even told Henry directly to move to a new Inn. 

4) How did Mr. Eardley respond when Henry spoke poorly of the Maxwell boys?
Mr. Eardley speaks well of them saying that they don't know what pain is and thus can't be expected to be so sympathetic

5) How does Matty describe Mr. Eardley?
He is so patient and kind and never gives a hard word to no one. 

6) Why was Mr. Eardley able to improve his health in the end of this chapter?
He was able to get good sleep since the Maxwell boys gave up their hammer and flute to Edwin for 3 days. 

Ch 3

1) What did Mr. Eardley discover about Matty after he gave her an old hymn book?
That she cannot read and that she has never been to church

2) What was Mr. Eardley's plan to solve this problem?
He would talk to Mrs. Block about allowing some time in Matty's schedule to learn to read and Edwin would teach Matty

3) How does Mr. Eardley convince Mrs. Block to allow for the lessons?
That she as a good Christian should bring her servant to Church and that Matty would become a better servant: hard-working and honest if she knew those traits were valued by God.

4) What made Mr. Eardley decide to give lectures?
He realized that there were plenty of other people besides Matty who might benefit from instruction.

Ch 4

1) How did the Maxwell boys respond to the invitation to attend Mr. Eardley's lectures?
Julius was not interested at first, but Richard was interested and they both expressed admiration of Edwin and his devotion to his brother. They also noted that Mr. Eardley and Edwin both look half-starved. 

2) Describe Peter Pole
He was an old very sun-tanned man who had lost an arm in the war. He had a small pension, but used too much of his money on alcohol.  

3) Why did Peter Pole decide to attend the lecture?
Because Tom Barnes told him the lecture was about the dangers of America and that the lecture was directed towards soldiers (which Peter Pole had formerly been)

4) Why had so few people attended the first lecture?
Because Tom Barnes had removed the sign in the storefront window

5) Who attended the lecture?
Richard Maxwell
Peter Pole
Matty

Ch 5

1) Describe the lecture 
Mr. Eardley spoke about David who defended his sheep against lions and bears in the wilderness and how Jesus is also a shepherd who laid down his life for His sheep.

Ch 6 Lecture 1

1) How did Peter Pole respond to the lecture?
He said he enjoyed it, but he was not impacted much by it spiritually because he went to the public house just after the lecture ended. 

2) How did Richard respond to the lesson?
Said it was too long and he was disappointed that so few people came and no one else of high class was there. Julius told him that Church had people of all class, so Richard should not make that an excuse for not coming back. 

3) Why does Julius say he will go to the next lecture?
He feels bad that so few came to the first lecture and he wants to attend to encourage Mr. Eardley

4) Respond to the following quote:
"It is with our characters as well as our faces, we need a looking-glass before we can tell what either is like. We do not perceive the faults which are plain enough to our companions, till the mirror of Bible-truth is held up to our souls, and we learn at the same time what we should be, and what we really are in God's sight." p64

5) How did Matty respond to the lecture?
She understood only a part of it, but it reminded her of how she had saved a lamb on her uncle's farm and nursed it back to good health. It made her think of herself as a poor lamb and God as a shepherd. She was excited to hear the next lecture.

6) Who attended the second lecture?
Mostly children and old people including Julius and Peter Pole. 

Ch 7 Lecture 2

1) Summarize the second lecture

Ch 8

1) How did Matty respond to the second lecture?
She understood much more and was joyful that there was a kingdom awaiting her.

2) What did Peter Pole realize he must do to be a proper heir to the crown?
be temperate (by giving up alcohol), but he failed to avoid the alehouse and got drunk again.

3) How did the second lecture change Julius?
He decided to better control his temper and never quarrel with his brother again. (if David could do it, so could he)
Yet he got into a fight with his brother and hit him with the flute, which caused him to need stiches. 

Ch 9

1) Summarize the third lecture

2) What other giants exist to be conquered?
Pride, Intemperance, Selfishness, Anger, Hate

3) How can these giants be defeated?
With prayer 

Ch 10

1) What did Julius and Richard realize is the sling that David used?
Prayer

2) What do you think is the difference between saying prayers and praying?

3) Who did Peter Pole find looking for him at his lodging?
The Colonel of his old regiment

4) What offer did the Colonel make Peter?
He offered to pay the extra portion of his rent so that he could stay in a nicer room and after a time the Colonel will return to see if Peter has retuned to drunkenness. If he remains temperate, then he will be given an easy job to help him live comfortably. 

5) How was this promise by the Colonel an answer to Peter's prayer?
It will motivate him to stay sober. 

Ch 11

1) Discuss the difference between Saul and Jonathan's reaction to God's will
Saul rebelled against God's decrees even though it was because of his own fault
Jonathan submitted to God's decree even though it was not because of his fault

2) What does the lecture challenge listeners about?
Not to let anger or rebellion to God's will remain in our hearts because thoughts eventually become actions

Ch 12

1) Who does Edwin say that he hates?
Tom Barnes

2) How does the Curate feel towards this boy?
pity; and that we should never feel hate towards a person that the Lord died for. 

3) How is Matty changing?
She is eager to learn to read now and seem more intelligent. 

4) How are Richard and Julius changing?
They are fighting less often

5) What gift did Julius receive from his grandfather?
A telescope and microscope

6) What did Richard realize about his jealousy of Julius' gifts?
That his jealousy was a spear from the enemy. 

7) How did Julius treat Richard differently this night compared to previous nights?
He was willing to share his gifts.

8) Who did Richard write letters to?
To his step-mother to say thank you for the cake. He also realized that he hadn't thanked her enough for all of the kind things she does for him. 
Also to his little half-sisters
and he also shared some of his cake with Edwin Eardley

9) What did Richard discover upon waking up?
Julius had wrapped up the microscope and given it as a gift to him. 

Ch 13

1) What was the fifth lecture about?
David's escape

2) What sins can listeners learn from in this lecture?
Saul's sin in wanting to kill even a sick man
Michal's sins in lying

3) How was Samuel able to protect David from Saul?
By prayer. His pursuers were even caused to prophecy and praise God, which caused them to not be able to capture David

4) What admonition does the lecture end with?
Listen to the prompting of God and do not resist it.


Ch 14

1) What did Mrs. Willis (his old nurse) write to Mr. Eardley about?
That her son has fallen amongst evil companions and has gotten himself mixed up in a drunken riot. He will now either have to pay a fine of 5 pounds, or be sent to jail for 3 months. 

2) Why does Mr. Eardley fear that three months in prison would make Mrs. Willis' son worse?
He would come out of jail with his spirit broken, his character gone, and would be plunged deeper into sin. 

3) Why did Mr. Eardley refuse to pay Mrs. Block late in order to pay to release Mrs. Willis' son?
Because Christians should let no debt remain outstanding even if it is to be generous to another person. 

4) What else arrived to make matters worse?
Doctor Peel's bill

5) Why does Mr. Eardley say that these events are not "unlucky"?
They are ordered by Infinite Wisdom and Love

6) What task did Henry give his brother Edwin?
To sell his gold watch 

7) How did Mr. Eardley try to help Mrs. Willis since he was unable to sell his watch?
Wrote to Lady Bell to ask her to help

Ch 15

1) Describe the sixth lecture
It is about Jonathan telling David to flee from Saul

2) What lesson does the lecture give?
To trust God in difficulties

Ch 16

1) How does Mrs. Block usually spend her Sunday?
She goes over her accounts and finances prior to going to church

2) Why did Matty not tell Mrs. Block about the man who came and left on Sunday morning?
She thought she would get in trouble; however, it is likely that the man stole something and Matty should tell it as soon as possible

3) Why was Matty not able to focus on her reading lessons that night and why did she not pray before sleeping?
She felt guilty about the lies she told. 

Ch 17

1) How did Richard respond when Julius asked why Mr. Eardley should have so many trials?
He said the good have no exemption from trials and that in fact the bravest and most noble are often placed in the hottest of the enemy's fire. Also he gave examples of righteous men in the bible who also faced trials

2) What did Julius have to give up if he wanted to use the money to help Mr. Eardley?
A pony that his grandfather offered to buy for him

3) What do you think of Markly's quote that "friendship or charity...is worth little that cannot stand the test of self-denial" (p180)?

4) Why did Julius wisely decide to send the money by post without a name?
Otherwise Mr. Eardley will refuse it or will feel indebted. 

5) What news did Mr. Eardley receive from Lady Bell?
That she has had heavy losses and cannot help financially

6) What did Edwin and Mr. Eardley find after praying?
The letter sent from Julius with the money

Ch 18
1) Describe the seventh lecture (David and Ahimelech)

2) What lies did David tell?

3) What does the lecture encourage people to do?
Confess any lies and seek to make amends 

Ch 19

1) What did Matty do after the lecture?
She confessed her lie to Mrs. Block

2) What did Mr. Eardley give to Matty?
A Bible and a half a crown

3) Why did Mrs. Block decide to go to the next lecture?
She was able to get the money back from the thief and was thankful to be told in enough time by Matty (she also appreciated Matty's honesty)

4) How was Mrs. Block able to get her money back from the thief?
She went to Mr. Rodd's house and found that the thief had pretended to be Mrs. Block's brother and was collecting money on her behalf for the bill. He got that money and then when to Dr. Peel's to see if the thief had also taken his money. Dr. Peel did not have the money on hand to pay the bill at the time and when the thief came back, Mrs. Block seized him. The thief paid back the money stolen immediately (in fact he paid back double). 

Ch 20

1) Summarize the eight lecture

2) How was Nabal neither just, kind, nor wise?
He did not give payment for David guarding his flocks and cared nothing for David and his men who were probably in need. If wise he would have not offended the leader of a group of strong men. 

3) How did Abigail save Nabal's life?
She gave suitable gifts to David and his men for their service.

4) What happened to Abigail later?
Her husband died naturally and Abigail became David's wife. 

5) What lesson(s) does the lecture promote?
Avoid selfishness, pride and anger; that God protects those who put their faith in Him.

Ch 21

1) How had Mrs. Page changed in her treatment of Peter Pole?
Originally she was not very kind to him an account of his habit of drinking. Now that he was trying to break his habit she and her husband were trying hard to help him. 

2) Why had Peter Pole originally started drinking?
After his wife died. 

3) What bad decision did his daughter (Annie) make?
She married early (probably to escape her father's drunkenness) and ended up with a husband who was selfish and brutal. 

4) What happened when Peter Pole came to visit his daughter one evening?
He heard her husband beating her and then Peter went into a rage and beat the husband so badly that he needed to stay in bed for 2 weeks. 

5) What consequences did this fight have?
Peter's employer heard about the fight and fired both Peter and Miles. 

6) Why did Peter join the army?
A recruiter brought Peter into a pub and got him drunk and enlisted

7) What happened to Annie when Peter was sent off to India?
Her husband left her and she ended up at the poorhouse and died shortly after that. 

8) What happened to Miles after he left Annie?
He married again very shortly after Annie died and he ended up changing his name often to avoid arrest. 

9) What news did Mrs. Page share about Miles?
That he died in prison 2 years ago and that his second wife was from the town of Axe

10) Who is the son of Miles and his second wife from Axe?
Their son is Tom Barnes

11) What sin was Peter committing when told about the son of Miles?
He was hating and not forgiving Miles

Ch 22

1) Describe the ninth lecture
About David's Triumph in sparing Saul twice

2) What did David do to Saul when Saul fell asleep in the cave?
He only cut off a piece of his robe instead of killing him Also after Saul woke up David bowed low to him and greeted him

3) How did Saul respond to not being killed?
He seemed to repent and even called David his son

4) When David was able to sneak up on Saul a second time what did David's men encourage him to do? What did David do instead?
Kill Saul; he didn't kill Saul, but took his spear and a jar to show to Saul that he could have once again killed him. 

5) How did Saul respond to not being killed this time?
Similar to before, but also blessed David and prophesied that "thou shalt both do great things and also shall prevail"

6) How is Jesus even greater than David?
Not only did Jesus spare His enemies, He died for them. 

Ch 23

1) What happened to Tom Barnes?
He was bit by a mad dog

2) How did Peter Pole help Tom?
He killed the dog with his walking stick

3) What did the Dr. advise to be done to Tom?
Cut off the arm that was bit by the mad dog

4) What is the dog bite compared to?
Sin, which must be cut off even though it is painful. (if your right arm causes you to sin, cast it off)

5) How long does it take before they know if Tom has contracted rabies?
2-8 weeks before there are symptoms

6) How can rabies be cured?
It cannot. If a person contracts rabies they will certainly die

7) Why does Mr. Eardley take Tom into his home?
Because the boy has no parent that cares for him and he needs special care after losing his arm. 

8) What bible verses does Mr. Eardley refer to in order to instruct Edwin about taking Tom into their home?
that Jesus came to seek and save the lost
That Charity beareth all things, believeth all things, hope all things and endureth all things

9) How does Tom show signs of improvement?
There was a spark in him as he heard Mr. Eardley pray

Ch 24

1) Why did Peter Pole feel kindness towards Tom?
Because Tom was not able to choose his own father and perhaps might end up like Jonathan. 
Also Peter decided to show kindness to him, which allowed God to warm his heart to the boy

2) Summarize the tenth lecture

3) How did David deceive the King of Gath?
He invaded Judah, but did not actually attack his own people, but the descendants of the ancient inhabitants of the land. 

4) Why did David join in the attack of Israel?
Since he was a guest of the King of Gath and had pretended to fight on behalf of the Philistines, he was obligated to join Achish in the attack on Israel. 

5) Why was David not compelled to fight against Israel?
The other Philistine chiefs did not trust him and sent him away

6) What happened to Ziklag while David was gone?
The Amalekites invaded it while it was defenseless and carried away its inhabitants before burning the city 

7) What was the reason that David's men were angry with him?
He had feared man instead of God and left the city to join the Philistines

Ch 25

1) What surprising news had Mr. Santon brought to Mr. Eardley?
That he was going to have his cousin step in while he [Mr. Santon] went on his trip to Italy, which was recommended by his doctor

2) How had Matty been changing over time?
She took better care of having a neat and orderly appearance including mending holes in her clothes, brushing her hair etc...

3) What news did Mr. Eardley share with Mrs. Block?
That he would be leaving within 2 weeks (since he no longer had a salary)

4) How did Mr. Eardley speak of his situation with Edwin?
He said they are much better off than David was when he saw his house burned and his family (he looked on the bright side of things)

Ch 26

1) Describe all of the positive changes that Mr. Eardley has caused
Matty
Richard and Julius
Mrs. Block
Peter Pole
Tom Barnes

2) Summarize lecture eleven

3) What news did David get about the battle between King Achish and King Saul?
That King Saul and Jonathan were both killed in battle

4) When David was made king of Judah, who made Ishbosheth king of the rest of Israel?
Abner, Saul's captain did this. 

5) What happened to Ishbosheth?
He was beheaded while resting on his bed at noon

6) What did the murderers get when they came to David with Ishbosheth's head?
Instead of getting a reward, David killed them for their wickedness

7) How did David remember his debt of love to Jonathan?
He blessed Mephibosheth and let him eat at the King's table for the rest of his life. 

8) Describe the ending of the lecture
God protects and blesses those who trust in Him

Ch 27

1) How was Peter's financial situation improving?
He was given the job of making rabbit hutches for Dr. Peel's son

2) What happened to Peter's progress?
He ran into an old soldier friend and was invited to "just one drink" which lead to him drinking a lot more and returning drunk to his home and losing the respect of Mrs. Page and her husband

3) What happened in the morning that made matters worse?
The Colonel arrived and told Peter that he had been disqualified from receiving a free room in the Colonel's newly built home. 

4) Who stopped Peter from returning to the "Red Lion"?
Tom Barnes, who reminded Peter that the last lecture was that night. 

Ch 28 

1) What is the topic of this final lecture?
Let him who thinks he stand take heed lest he fall
The danger of unrepentant sin

2) Where was David while his army was besieging Ramah?
At home in luxury and ease

3) How did Nathan wisely point out David's sin?
Through the use of a parable

4) What was the consequence of David's sin?
His child would die

5) How does the lecture end?
That Jesus can cleanse any sin, but that we also need to have a contrite heart. 


Ch 29

1) How did Peter Pole respond to the lecture?
He was crying because he had brought shame to his Leader, but also about displeasing Colonel Parlby

2) How did Mr. Eardley offer to help?
He said that the Colonel and his father had been friends and that he would go and speak to the Colonel about giving Peter another chance. 

3) Why did Mrs. Block decide not to attend church?
Because she had a "Faceache"

4) Why were Matty and Tom able to attend church?
Mrs. Block gave Matty permission since she [Mrs. Block] would be staying home because of her faceache. Tom also decided to join Matty. 

Ch 30 

1) Describe lecture 13
It is about Absalom's rebellion against David

2) What caused Absalom to become so immoral?
David never punished him for his faults

3) What was the end of Absalom?
He was killed

Ch 31

1) What did Tom find out about Matty while looking through her bible?
That their fathers both had the same first name (which means they are siblings)

2) What did Peter Pole realize?
That Matty was his daughter's child

3) What job was Peter offered?
Gate-keeper of the Colonel's lodge

4) How has this offer changed also Matty and Tom's lives?
They will both be allowed to live there and Matty no longer has to work for Mrs. Block

5) How is the positive change in Peter, Matty and Tom's life bittersweet?
Because Mr. Eardley and Edwin have not found a solution to their more pressing problem

Ch 32

1) Summarize lecture 14
The King will return one day soon and reward those who have been faithful to Him. 
However the wicked will be punished severely

Ch 33
1) How did the flowers given by Edwin encourage Mr. Eardley?
It reminded him of Matthew 6:30

2) Why did Lord Markly come to see Mr. Eardley?
To offer Mr. Eardley a job to be the chaplain in his castle

3) What did Lord Markly say he would expect of his chaplain? 
To be moderate in his devotion to God. For example not condemning gambling nor that duelling was a sin and that he does not want to strictly keep the Sabbath. 

4) How did Lord Markly respond when Mr. Eardley turned down the position as chaplain?
He told him that it was just a test. 

Ch 34

1) Summarize Lecture 15

2) Why was a plague sent on the people?

3) What did David have to do to stop the plague?
Build an altar and pray 

4) What counsel did David give his son Solomon?
Be a man, keep the commands of God that he may prosper

5) What is the lesson of the lecture?
The only way to really prosper is to keep God's commands
Without God's mercy none of us could successfully keep His commands

Ch 35

1) What are Edwin and Julius studying to do in the future?
To enter the church

2) Why was Richard being offered the Victorian Cross?
For carrying two injured soldiers to safety

3) Why was Peter Pole happy with the way Richard had won the Victorian Cross?
He won if by saving others and did not have to kill anyone. 

4) What reward does Peter speak of which he calls better than the Victorian Cross?
The reward that Jesus brings to His faithful

5) Who has been selected to take the place of Mr. Santon, who resigned as rector?
Mr. Eardley



Characters:

Mrs. Block- The owner of the apartment. Impatient with Matty

Matty- The house keeper, who is a bit 

Tom Barnes- A boy who made the slide and also seems to delight in causing trouble.

Richard and Julius Maxwell- Sons of a retired officer, who have been sent to live on their own so that they do not get the Scarlet Fever that their sister has. 
Julius is 10 years old
Richard was almost 13 years old. His mother died and his step mother gives him little notice

Mr. Henry Eardley- The new curate. He is very patient and kind.  

Edwin Eardley- Henry's orphan brother. 

Peter Pole- an old very sun-tanned man who had lost an arm in the war. He had a small pension, but used too much of his money on alcohol.  

Lord Markly- Julius' grandfather, who lives in a castle and is very wealthy

Mrs. Page- The woman who rents a unit to Peter Pole

Mr. Santon- The Church Rector.
