
	Unit Title
	The Colonial Age
	Length of Unit
	5 days

	Unit Description and Rationale
	The literature of colonial America laid the groundwork for what would become the tradition of American literature. In particular, the Puritan emphasis on plain speech, symbolism, personal piety, and divine sovereignty deeply influenced the distinctive literary culture of America, an influence that resonates to this day. As students interact with the literature of early America, they gain insights into a world that shaped their own culture and experience.

	Unit Generalization
By the end of this unit, my students will understand…
	Guiding Questions
                                    Factual                                                                                      Conceptual

	Although other traditions of Christianity were present in Colonial America, Puritan culture became the touchstone of American literary culture. Its concerns and aesthetic sensibilities resonate through subsequent eras of American literature, including the present. 
	· What factors motivated the Puritans to emigrate to the New World—their “errand in the wilderness”?
· How did these experiences shape the Puritan worldview and self-perception?
· How have the distinctive concerns, beliefs, and values of the Puritans affected their literature?
	· What is the effect of the Puritan aesthetic in literature? How does it affect the reading experience?
· How have the Puritans influenced subsequent eras of American literature? Where can we see evidence of Puritan influence?

	Critical Vocabulary: includes the academic and technical vocabulary, semantics, and discourse which are particular to and necessary for accessing a given discipline.

	Puritan, Separatist, Calvinism, creation myth, typology, plain style, metaphysical (literary), Great Awakening

	Critical Content: My students will KNOW…
	Key Skills: My students will be able to (DO)…

	1. The core components of Calvinist theology (TULIP). 
2. The structure and content of the Cherokee creation myth. 
3. The captivity narrative was a distinct genre of early American literature that gives us a good window into the clash of civilizations that came with colonization.
4. Anne Bradstreet was the first poet of Puritan New England to be published, making her the mother of American poetry.
5. Edward Taylor wrote his poetry in the metaphysical style of his English counterparts.  
6. Jonathan Edwards was a leading intellectual of early America whose sermons became famous for both their intellectual rigor and their sensationalism.
	1. Summarize the core beliefs of Calvinist theology and discuss how these beliefs shaped Puritan literature.
2. Compare the Cherokee creation myth with the creation story of Genesis. 
3. Analyze Mary Rowlandson’s Narrative of Captivity, noting particularly how she interprets the experience typologically.
4. Read and discuss the themes of Anne Bradstreet’s poetry.
5. Explicate the elaborate metaphors (conceits) of Taylor’s devotional poetry. 
6. Evaluate the rhetoric and theology of Edwards’s sermons.  

	Performance Assessment: The capstone/summative assessment for this unit.

	Claims: 
(Key content and skills to be mastered and demonstrated through the capstone assessment)
	Puritan culture is the touchstone of American literary culture. Its concerns and aesthetic sensibilities resonate through every subsequent era of American literature and culture, including the present.

	Stimulus Material:
(Engaging scenario that includes role, audience, goal/outcome and explicitly connects the key generalization)
	NYT article by Matthew Hutson, “Still Puritan After All These Years”
Where do you see evidence of Puritan influence in contemporary literature, film, language, or culture in general?

	Product/Evidence:
(Expected product from students)
	Short oral presentation in class. Completion requirement.

	Differentiation:
(Multiple modes for student expression)
	N/A

	Supporting Texts

	Primary 
(Fiction, Poetry, Drama, Creative Nonfiction, Historical Documents)
	Secondary 
(Information, Academic Research, Literary Criticism)

	Selections from American Literature (Apologia):
· Intro (17-28) / Cherokee People, Myths (30-34)
· Rowlandson, Narrative (56-66; 74-75)
· Bradstreet, Poems (80-87)
· Taylor, Poems (96-104)
· Edwards, Sermons (107-152)
	American Passages: A Literary Survey, Unit 3: Utopian Promise –  https://www.learner.org/series/american-passages-a-literary-survey/utopian-promise/
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