	Junior High World Geography Lesson Plan

	Date: January 3, 2007; 

	Subject: Introduction; Blank Grid Lesson

	Objective: Students will demonstrate their current knowledge of the earth’s physical and political geography in a format that will provide a comparison at year’s end.

	Learning Outcomes:
1. Students will become excited about the prospect of studying geography.
2. Students will draw a projection map that reflects their current knowledge of geography.

	Materials Needed:
1. Blank grids (8.5 x 11 or 11 x 17)
2. Copies of first page of syllabus

	Time:
	Activity:

	3 min.
	Introduction:
What does the earth look like?  (a round ball)  Since we live on the earth and can’t see it from space, how can we comprehend the relation of different places and countries to each other?  (use a globe or map)  The only difficulty is that we don’t always have ready access to a globe or map.  For that reason, it is helpful to have a “mental map” of the earth.  The best way to get a mental map is to draw maps!

[bookmark: _GoBack]Geography is (add a definition.  Matthew had one taken from  https://www.thefreedictionary.com/geography ) Our goal in this semester is to learn as much as we can about the features of the earth.

	

15 min.





5 min.






5-7 min.
	Body:
1. Pass out blank grids (Don’t draw anything until I give you instructions.).
2. Now, on your grid, draw as much as you remember you know about the world.  You can include countries, cities, rivers, mountains, lakes, deserts, oceans, islands, and anything else you remember about the geography of the world.  This will in no way be graded or evaluated, so don’t feel any pressure about that.  There is no right or wrong answer.  Don’t bother including something that your neighbor remembers; the point is to see what you remember.  Do the best, neatest job you can until I tell you that time is up.
3. Now, let’s talk about your maps.  Was this a hard assignment?  Why?  What are the easiest places to remember and draw?  Why do you think that is so?  (The places that are most familiar or real to us are the easiest to remember.  Our goal in this class is to make many places real.)  Invite students to participate in discussion.
4. If we compare our maps with this wall map, we see that there are many empty spaces and mistakes in our maps.  That means that we need to learn more about the features of the earth.  That is what we will do during the rest of the year.  
5. (Hand out syllabus to students.)  This syllabus gives you a brief overview of what we will be doing during the rest of the school year.  (Review objective and grading schedule.  Point out need for notebook.)

	5 min.
	Closure:
Drawing maps of our own here today gives us a greater appreciation for the hard work done by men and women throughout the past.  It also helps us to understand what we need to learn about the physical features of our world.

We live in a wonderful world with many intriguing, exciting places!  Most of us won’t be able to travel to very many of the countries in the world, but we can travel there in our imaginations.  Learning to know the features of the earth will make it easier for us to travel in our minds.

	
	Comments for next time:








