World Geography 2007
Handout #6
Lesson: Northern Eurasia

Vocabulary
1.  __________________ A body of water, usually fresh water, that is surrounded by land
2.  __________________ A large body of salt water nearly or partly surrounded by land; much smaller than an ocean
3.  __________________ An area covered mainly by short grasses; occurs where there are distinct seasonal variations in temperature; usually associated with Asia and southeastern Europe

Overview
Highest Point: Mt. Elbrus (Russia)
Lowest Point: Caspian Sea (92 feet below sea level)
World’s Largest Inland Sea: Caspian Sea
Fun Fact: The Caspian Sea is actually a lake, though it has a higher salt concentration than most lakes.
Longest River: Volga River at 2,194 miles long

Geographic Regions
I. The Baltic States
A. Estonia
B. Latvia
C. Lithuania
II. Transcaucasia: a region dominated by the Caucasus Mountains and defined by the Caspian and Black Seas.
A. Armenia
B. Azerbaijan
C. Georgia
1. “Christianity became the state religion in the 330s (CIA World Factbook).”
2. Became independent in 1991
3. Not a member of the Commonwealth of Independent States
4. Much more progressive and “western” than the other former Soviet republics.
5. Controls much of the traffic through the Caucasus Mountains
III. The Slavic Nations
A. Belarus
B. Russia
C. Ukraine
IV. Turkestan
A. Kazakhstan
B. Kyrgyzstan
C. Tajikistan
D. Turkmenistan
E. Uzbekistan
V. Siberia

Commonwealth of Independent States
I. General Information:
A. 1922: Byelorussia, Russia, Ukraine, and the Transcaucasian Federation become the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics.
B. 1940: The Baltic States are annexed to the USSR.
C. 1990-1991: The Soviet republics declare their independence.
D. 1991: 11 former Soviet republics join as the Commonwealth of Independent States
The CIS is not a single nation with a central government, but “a loose association of sovereign nations dedicated…to reversing the political and economic chaos that developed in recent years” (Everyday Geography, p. 81).
II. Republic of Armenia
III. Azerbaijani Republic
IV. Republic of Belarus
A. “White Russia”
B. Frequently fought over by Russia and Poland
C. Closer political ties to Russia than any former Soviet republics
A not-so-fun Fact: “Government restrictions on freedom of speech and the press, peaceful assembly, and religion continue (CIA World Factbook).”
V. Republic of Kazakhstan
VI. Republic of Kyrgyzstan
VII. Republic of Moldova
VIII. Russian Federation
A. Main Religions: Russian Orthodox, Protestant; communist until the Religious Freedom Restoration Act went into effect in the 1980’s
B. Geography and Climate:
1. The largest country in the world: 6,592,800 square miles
2. Unfavorably located in relation to major sea shipping routes
3. 70% of land area consists of plains.
4. Soil and climate are not good for agriculture.
C. History:
1. “The Russian Empire began in the 800s as a Viking settlement on the Dnieper River.  By the 1200s, the ruler of the expanded territory declared himself an emperor.”  (Geographic Literacy)
2. Controlled by Soviets in the Bolshevik Revolution of 1917
A not-so-fun Fact: Religious freedom is Russia is actually decreasing, after a period of freedom.  New laws require churches to keep records of who attends their services, who gives money and how much money they give, among other things.
IX. Republic of Tajikistan
X. Turkmenistan
XI. Republic of Uzbekistan
XII. Ukraine
A. Landscape:
1. Three main rivers: Dnieper, Bug, Donets
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Ukraine is mainly steppe land with very fertile soil.  Poor farming techniques and mismanagement during communist rule, however, have greatly reduced the amount of food produced by Ukraine.
B. History:


Information from Everyday Geography, The Ultimate Geography and Timeline Guide, https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/resources/the-world-factbook/geos/up.html and other sources.
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