Opening Exercise: Who Are You—As a Writer?
Writing, like any complex craft, can only be learned through regular practice and hard work. But unlike some crafts, writing is also deeply personal. A writer always writes as a person—an individual with a unique set of experiences, memories, perspectives, desires, and abilities. No one else sees the world exactly as you do. That’s a gift worth sharing. But perhaps even more importantly, the better you understand yourself as a writer, the better equipped you are to grow as a writer (and as a person).
The purpose of this exercise is twofold: (1) to understand yourself as a writer—what you bring to the task of writing and how you want to grow—and (2) to introduce yourself as a writer to me and your fellow writers. 
The task: Write a short personal essay that describes who you are as a writer. * As a personal essay, it doesn’t have to be highly formal, but it shouldn’t be a rambling stream of consciousness either. 
What you write about and how you structure the essay is largely up to you, but here are some questions to consider. You may want to begin the process by jotting down some notes to these questions. Don’t try to answer them all; develop the ones that are most significant for you.
1. What have been some of the more significant writing experiences in your life so far? 
2. Does any experience stand out as particularly enjoyable or meaningful? Or particularly painful or difficult? Do you know what might have made the difference?
3. What are your attitudes toward writing? What do you believe about writing? What has shaped these beliefs?
4. Do you consider yourself to be a writer in the sense that you feel compelled to write personally or creatively? Or do you see it mostly as a necessary tool (if that)? 
5. How have you experienced people around you who write? Does anyone in your family or close friend group write a lot? 
6. How important do you think writing is? Why do you think that? 
7. Where in your life do you use writing the most? What kinds of writing do you do on an average day?
8. How do you hope to grow as a writer in this class? Do you have any goals beyond just surviving so that you can move on to the next thing? 
9. We write best about what we know and love. What are some things you care about, know a lot about, or enjoy? 
10. Are there any questions or issues on your mind that you think you might want to explore in writing? 
The essay is due by the end of class on Thursday, August 29. 
Recommended process: Use the first class period to draft the content and the second class period to polish up organization, clarity, and style. You shouldn’t need to work on the assignment outside of class if you use class time effectively. The final copy should be typed or legibly handwritten. 
The grade will be mostly based on completion, with some consideration for depth of engagement.
* Don’t make the common claim that you are “not a writer.” While it is true that some people are more inclined toward writing than others, you are a writer as long as you are in this class.
