Unit 5 Final Project: Recite and Explicate 
FBCS 11-12 American Literature
Context: Modernist literature is often experimental and deliberately complex in ways that can frustrate our typical expectations of language. One of the best ways to start accessing and appreciating modernist literature is simply to experience the language on its own terms before moving to interpretation.  
Directions: As we read through the selections for this unit, be on the lookout for poems or prose passages that are especially striking, interesting, or unusual in terms of language. Choose a selection to memorize, recite, and explicate for the class.
What is an explication? 
· An explication is type of analytical writing that “takes what is implicit or subtle in a work of literature and makes it explicit and clear” (Gardner, et al. “Reading and Writing about Literature,” in Literature: A Portable Anthology). Explication is also known as close reading. 
· An explication unfolds and illuminates a passage of literature by drawing attention to the details that contribute to the meaning and effect.
· Style, tone, and mood
· Figurative language, imagery, and symbols
· Grammar, syntax, and punctuation
· Vocabulary, diction, and word choice
· Sensory elements: sight, sound, rhyme, and rhythm
· Structure and form (e.g., line breaks, in the case of poetry)
· By sharing explications with each other, we get to see literature through each other’s eyes.
On the final day of the unit, you will interpret your selected passage in two ways: first, by oral recitation and secondly, by written explication. 
· The entire presentation should be between 6-7 minutes, with an approximate 50-50 split between recitation and explication. 
· The recitation should be thoughtful and appropriately expressive; remember that you are interpreting it by reciting it well. 
· The explication should be focused, polished, well-organized, and properly formatted according to MLA conventions. You should plan to read it aloud after you have recited the passage. 
Tips for writing the explication:
· Think of an explication as answering two questions: 
· What does this passage or poem say, mean, or do?
· How does it say, mean or do? That is, what are the specific details that create the meaning and effect?
· State your thesis in response to these questions. Your thesis is your key claim about what and how the selection means.
· “This passage dramatizes the tension between…”
· “This poem portrays the problem of…”
· “Although this poem seems to suggest X, its Y and Z imply that...”
· Use action verbs to discuss literature. 

	highlights
dramatizes 
presents
performs
illustrates
characterizes
underlines
renders
	demonstrates
asserts
posits
displays
enacts
connects
portrays
reveals
	compares
contrasts
juxtaposes
suggests
represents
implies
shows
depicts
	disrupts
addresses
emphasizes
challenges
stresses
accentuates
enables


 
· Don’t walk through the poem or passage line by line. Instead, organize your thoughts around specific details (style, imagery, diction, form, etc.) relevant to your thesis. 
· Focus, focus, focus. Given the time constraints (3 minutes, give or take), your paper will have to be tight and concise (350-450 words). Get straight to the point and stay there. 
Due Date: Presentations will be shared in class on the final day of the unit: Monday, March 13, 2023.
