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Research Paper Topic Selection
What makes a good history topic?
When choosing a history topic for a research project, it’s easy to default to the big topics that obviously have historical significance—the Roman Empire, the Holocaust, the Cold War, and such. But don’t overlook personal or niche interests. Everything has a history, including your hobbies and the things you interact with on a daily basis. 
Here is a list of alternative topic categories to consider for your research project:
· Local history
· Sports, games, recreation
· Fashion, clothing, textiles
· Religion, philosophy, ideas
· Food and cuisine
· Travel, transportation, tourism
· Science, technology, engineering
· Language, literature, books
· Art, music, theater, film
· Popular culture and entertainment
· Marketing, advertising, business
· Medicine and health
· Legal history, law, politics
· Environment, conservation, ecology, wildlife
· Labor, industry, crafts, trades 
Where can I get ideas for history topics?
A great way to get topic ideas is to browse history textbooks or websites of museums and historical societies. Pay attention to the articles or documents that immediately grab your attention or raise questions. Here are some places to start:
· National Archives: https://www.archives.gov/research/alic/reference/history.html 
· American Historical Association: https://www.historians.org/ 
· British Museum: https://www.britishmuseum.org/collection 
· JSTOR Primary Sources: https://www.jstor.org/site/collection-list/?pagemark=cGFnZU1hcms9Ng%3D%3D 
· World History: https://www.worldhistory.org/ 


Answer the following questions as you work on finding and defining your topic. 
1. What are some of your general interests? Think about the things you already know a lot about—the topics you can talk about at length with some authority—or the topics you like to read up on or think about. List them below. 
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________

2. Brainstorm and list specific topics related to these general interests. Think in terms of important people, events, locations, objects, buildings, etc. 
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________

3. What historical events, time periods, or people would you like to read about for an extended period of time?  
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________________________________

4. Reflect: Does anything you listed above stand out as a potentially productive topic for research? Remember that the best topics are typically the ones you already know something about but that still hold interest or raise questions.
