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Abstract – This section includes the main arguments and the important results from the paper. An informative abstract includes the purpose, methods, results and conclusions of the research. This should be written lastly. 

Introduction – This section includes the background research that you have done (with citations). Tell people about your subject and why it is important (your rationale). You should define any esoteric terms.

Methods – This section describes your experiment. Tell the reader every exquisite detail about your experiment and how you performed it. You could/should include any of the following:
· the organism(s) studied (plant, animal, human, etc.) 
· if you did a field study, provide a description of the study site, including the significant physical and biological features,    
· the experimental or sampling design (i.e., how the experiment or study was structured. For example, controls, treatments, what variable(s) were measured, how many samples were collected, replication)
· the protocol for collecting data, i.e., how the experimental procedures were carried out.

Results – This section describes how your experiment turned out. It should include all the numerical data. 

Discussion – This section should discuss the following questions. 
·  Do your results provide answers to your testable hypotheses? If so, how do you interpret your findings?
· Do your findings agree with what others have shown? If not, do they suggest an alternative explanation or perhaps an unforeseen design flaw in your experiment (or theirs?)
· Given your conclusions, what is our new understanding of the problem you investigated and outlined in the Introduction?
· If warranted, what would be the next step in your study, e.g., what experiments would you do next?
References – This section gives an alphabetical listing (by first author's last name) of the references that you actually cited in the body of your paper. See APA formatting guides for more details. 
Appendices – This section includes any charts or graphs. It may present information that further clarifies a point without burdening the body of the presentation.
