Reading Schedule and Journal Prompts for A Wrinkle in Time
Madeleine L’Engle on children’s literature:
“If it's not good enough for adults, it's not good enough for children. If a book that is going to be marketed for children does not interest me, a grownup, then I am dishonoring the children for whom the book is intended, and I am dishonoring books. And words.”
“You have to write the book that wants to be written. And if the book will be too difficult for grown-ups, then you write it for children.”
Reading Schedule
· Monday, November 4: Chapters 1-3
· Wednesday, November 6: Chapters 4-5
· Monday, November 11: Chapters 6-7
· Wednesday, November 13: Chapters 8-9
· Friday, November 15: Chapters 10-12
Reading Journal: In the course of reading the book, you are required to write a minimum of four (4) reading journal entries. Aim for one to two well developed paragraphs per entry. Include the date with each entry. Below are some ideas and prompts. 
· Copy a meaningful, interesting, or confusing quote and analyze it. What does it mean? Do you agree or disagree with the view expressed?
· Construct a double-column journal with quotes from the book in one column and your questions, responses, and observations in the other column. 
· Respond personally to a question, issue, or theme addressed in the text.
· Write out a discussion question and attempt to answer it.
· Respond to one of the prompts below (be sure to copy the question into your journal before responding).
1. As the novel opens, we learn that Meg is struggling. She is concerned about both herself and the weather as she thinks, “It’s the weather on top of everything else. On top of me. On top of Meg Murry doing everything wrong.” Why does Meg seem so despondent? In what ways does Meg seem to see herself as a mess? Do you think how she feels is a natural reaction based on how other teens feel about themselves? Have you ever felt like Meg? If so, in what ways are her feelings similar to yours, and how do you cope?
2. Why does Meg get into a fight when Charles Wallace is called her “dumb baby brother” by a classmate? What does this indicate about her relationship with her siblings? In what ways does Meg’s fight for Charles Wallace foreshadow events to come later in the story?
3. Meg scolds herself, and while she is afraid, she reminds herself that having the attic bedroom “. . . is a privilege, not a punishment.” Do you have a “privilege” that you sometimes have to remind yourself is indeed that? If so, what is it, and why might you feel about it that way?
4. In what ways is Charles Wallace like Meg? How is he different? Why does he seem to know how to probe his mother’s mind and Meg’s “with frightening accuracy”?
5. What are the challenges the Murry family faces living in a community that doesn’t understand or particularly trust them? Do you believe the people around them are justified in feeling the way they do about them? Why or why not?
6. How are Mrs Whatsit, Mrs Who, and Mrs Which distinguished from one another? Is one of them your favorite? If so, who and why?
7. In what ways does Camazotz resemble Meg’s neighborhood on Earth? What might make it appealing and a place people would choose? What is it about these similarities that are problematic? 
8. Consider Mrs Whatsit thoughts of Charles Wallace and how Charles Wallace’s family treats his gifts: “But at least you aren’t trying to squash him down—You’re letting him be himself.” What is it about him that she finds so appealing? What does she imply about how other children are raised? In your opinion, what makes Charles Wallace so extraordinary? Do you know anyone like him?
9. When Meg asks her mother what she thinks of Calvin, her mother replies, “I’m delighted he’s found his way here.” What do you believe Mrs. Murry means by her statement? For Calvin, what does being welcomed into the Murry home really mean to him?
10. What is the Thing, and what is the relevance of the historical figures that have opposed it? Besides those named in the novel, what other historical figures would you expect to be similarly opposed and why?
11. Throughout the novel, L’Engle introduces a variety of creatures that do not communicate with words. What are the different ways in which the creatures do so? What message do you believe the author is trying to convey by adding this
element to her story?
12. In your opinion, who is the most courageous character in A Wrinkle in Time? Explain your choice.
13. What is the significance of the lack of sight among the beast-like inhabitants of Ixchel? What does Meg learn from interacting with creatures that have no eyes? Beyond considering the beasts that cannot see are not limited in any other way, how does L’Engle make the case that “seeing” can be a very limiting thing for humans? Apply this to our daily lives. How can the ability to see hinder us from true awareness?
14. What is the significance of the gifts that Mrs Whatsit gives the family? What is it about the gift she gives Meg that is particularly important?
15. Why do you believe Meg is initially angry with her father though she respects him and his work? How does this change the more Meg understands her father’s choices and her role in the mission? Meg states, “It has to be me. It can’t be anyone else.” How does she come to accept or “choose” the task at hand? What does this possibly mean about Meg’s understanding of what must be done to save Charles Wallace? Why must Meg go alone to Camazotz? How is her relationship with Charles Wallace important to her ability to free him?
16. Meg experiences various types of love throughout her adventure. How does her understanding of love develop over the course of the novel?
17. A Wrinkle in Time is often described as a novel about good versus evil. Do you agree? If so, who in the book represents good? Who represents evil? How else would you describe the novel?
