Potok’s The Chosen – Concluding Discussion
Chapter 13: 
1. Why is it this particular issue—Zionism—that separates Danny and Reuven? (“Not Freud but Zionism had finally shattered our friendship.”) Why was Reb Saunders more or less okay with Danny reading secular psychology under the direction of David Malter but not okay with the friendship once Mr. Malter became a Zionist activist?
0. Identity: What does it mean to be Jewish? Who is a true Jew?
0. Other issues were about Jewish relationship to the secular; Zionism cuts at the heart of Judaism itself. 
Chapter 14:
1. Analyze Reuven’s response to being cut off from Danny. How does he respond initially versus later? How does his experience of Danny’s silence connect to his studies? 
1. Analyze Reuven’s lengthy Talmudic exposition on pages 242-251. What happens and why is it significant? What do we learn about Reuven in this passage? How does he change as a result of the experience?
2. Admits to Rav Gershenson that he used scientific criticism to reconstruct a difficult passage. Didn’t use it in class. 
2. His way of connecting with Danny in the silence (similar to Danny and Reb Saunders)?

Reading Journal Response: How has reading The Chosen changed or added to your understanding of Judaism and its beliefs? How did you connect with the book personally—its setting, characters, or themes? 
