Novel Analysis handout		Spring, 2010

Your assignment is to write an analysis of Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad. The goal of a novel analysis is to gain a better understanding of the text in question. Toward this end, you will be looking at five aspects of Heart of Darkness:
1. Signs: What is the content of the text?
a. Think holistically first: what does the text represent? What story does it tell?
b. Think specifically as well: what images and symbols are used? What is left out?
2. Structure: How is the text organized?
a. How would you describe the order? Chronological? Cyclical? Random?
b. How would you describe the “shape” of the text? Square? Circular? Linear?
3. Intent: Why was the text created?
a. What was the author’s purpose in writing the text? Is it purely entertainment, or is there social commentary, etc included?
4. Use: How was the text used?
a. Who was the original audience for the text? Why did they read it?
b. What effect has the text had?
5. Memory: What do you bring to the text?
a. What memories does this text raise?
b. How does this text affect you?
c. Do you agree with the purpose of the author? What assumptions do you have that affect this choice?
Answering these questions will require close reading and careful analysis on your part. While some outside research may be helpful to get you started, it is recommended that you do as much of the analysis yourself as possible. The more of the work you do yourself, the better your understanding of the text will be. The length of the essay you write will be your choice, but it is highly doubtful that you will be able to do a thorough job in less than 2-4 pages (typed, standard MLA format).
Your grade will be broken down as follows:
	Content:	50%
	Effort: 		25%
	Polish:		15%
	Self evaluation:	10%


