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Pre-school—12th gradeBooks on this list have been chosen for one or more of the following characteristics:
· Timeless classics that have appealed to readers over decades or even centuries 
· Books that form values and character in the hearts of readers
· Books that expand the minds of readers, allowing them to gain understanding of people and cultures other than their own
· In the preschool through lower elementary lists, books that can be enjoyed again and again

Many children read and enjoy the books listed before the suggested grade level. If an author is starred with an asterisk, (*) all or most of their books are recommended.

Recognizing that opinions (sensitivities) on reading materials vary from family to family, these compilers do not endorse all the content in every book in this list. Teachers, parents, and communities will need to exercise discretion based on their values and situations.

Compiled by Sharon Yoder
Additions by Piper Burdge, Barbara Lapp, and Anna Zehr
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Pre-school
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	All By Myself
	*Mercer Mayer

	2
	Are You My Mother?
	*P.D. Eastman

	3
	The Best Nest
	*P.D. Eastman

	4
	Blueberries for Sal
	*Robert McCloskey

	5
	Cars and Trucks and Things that Go
	*Richard Scarry

	6
	Do Like Kyla
	Angela Johnson

	7
	Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed
	Eileen Christelow

	8
	Goodnight Moon
	*Margaret Wise Brown

	9
	Henry's Awful Mistake
	*Robert Quackenbush

	10
	The Little Engine that Could
	Watty Piper

	11
	The Little Red Hen
	*Paul Galdone

	12
	Mother Goose
	The Orginal Volland Edition

	13
	Oh, Were They Ever Happy!
	*Peter Spier

	14
	The Story of Ferdinand
	Munro Leaf

	15
	Whistle for Willie
	*Ezra Jack Keats



Kindergarten
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	A Sick Day for Amos McGee
	Philip C. Stead

	2
	Corduroy
	*Don Freeman

	3
	Curious George
	*H.A. Rey

	4
	Dr. De Soto
	*William Steig

	5
	Green Eggs and Ham
	*Dr. Seuss

	6
	Harry the Dirty Dog
	Gene Zion

	7
	Last Stop on Market Street
	Matt de la Pena

	8
	Stopping By Woods on a Snowy Evening
	Robert Frost Illustrated by: Susan Jeffers

	9
	The Fox Went Out on a Chilly Night
	*Peter Spier

	10
	The Little Island
	*Margaret Wise Brown

	11
	The Paperboy
	Dav Pilkey

	12
	The Random House Book of Poetry for Children
	Selected by *Jack Prelutsky

	13
	The Relatives Came
	*Cynthia Rylant

	14
	The Story about Ping
	Marjorie Flack

	15
	The Very Hungry Caterpillar
	*Eric Carle



Grade 1
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	Amelia Bedelia
	*Peggy Parish

	2
	Animalia
	*Graeme Base

	3
	The Cat in the Hat
	*Dr. Seuss

	4
	Classic Fairy Tales
	Illustrator:*Scott Gustafson
Discernment Advised: Pictures

	5
	Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs
	Judi Barrett

	6
	Little Bear
	*Else Holmelund Minarik

	7
	The Little House
	*Virginia Lee Burton

	8
	The Mitten
	*Alvin Tresselt

	9
	 Owl Moon
	 Jane Yolen

	10
	The Runaway Bunny
	*Margaret Wise Brown

	11
	The Snowy Day
	*Ezra Jack Keats

	12
	Stone Soup
	Marcia Brown

	13
	The Tale of Peter Rabbit
	*Beatrix Potter

	14
	Tikki Tikki Tembo
	Arlene Mosel

	15
	Town Mouse, Country Mouse
	*Jan Brett



Grade 2
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, 
Very Bad, No Good Day
	Judith Viorst

	2
	B is for Betsy
	*Carolyn Haywood

	3
	Bedtime for Frances
	*Russell Hoben

	4
	Billy and Blaze
	*C.W. Anderson

	5
	The Boxcar Children
	Gertrude Chandler Warner

	6
	Caps for Sale
	Esphyr Slobodkina

	7
	Crow Boy
	Taro Yashima

	8
	Frog and Toad Are Friends
	*Arnold Lobel

	9
	 The Giving Tree
	 Shel Silverstein

	10
	Ira Sleeps Over
	*Bernard Waber

	11
	Madeline
	*Ludwig Bemelmans

	12
	Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel
	*Virginia Lee Burton

	13
	Morris the Moose
	Bernard Wiseman

	14
	The Mouse and the Motorcycle
	*Beverly Cleary

	15
	Petunia
	*Roger Duvoisin



Grade 3
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	The Adventures of Brer Rabbit and Friends
	Joel Chandler Harris
Retold by Karima Amin

	2
	Aesop’s Fables
	Aesop

	3
	Charlotte’s Web
	*E. B. White

	4
	Courage of Sarah Noble
	*Alice Dagliesh

	5
	Fantastic Mr. Fox
	Roald Dahl

	6
	Little Pilgrim’s Progress
	Helen Taylor

	7
	Miss Rumphius
	*Barbara Cooney

	8
	Mr. Popper’s Penguins
	Richard and Florence Atwater

	9
	Mufaro’s Beautiful Daughters: An African Tale
	John Steptoe

	10
	Ramona The Brave
	*Beverly Cleary

	11
	Sarah Plain and Tall
	*Patricia MacLachlan

	12
	The Cabin Faced West
	* Jean Fritz

	13
	The Eleventh Hour
	*Graeme Base

	14
	The Whipping Boy
	*Sid Fleischman

	15
	Thunder Cake
	*Patricia Polacco



Grade 4
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	A Bear Called Paddington
	*Michael Bond

	2
	Charlie and the Chocolate Factory
	Roald Dahl

	3
	Family Under the Bridge
	Natalie Savage Carlson

	4
	Henry’s Red Sea
	*Barbara Smucker

	5
	The Hundred Dresses
	*Eleanor Estes

	6
	If the World Were a Village 
	David J. Smith

	7
	Little House Series
	Laura Ingalls Wilder

	8
	Misty of Chincoteague
	*Marguerite Henry

	9
	My Side of the Mountain
	*Jean Craighead George

	10
	Number the Stars
	Lois Lowry

	11
	Pinnocchio
	Carlo Collodi

	12
	The Search for Delicious
	Natalie Babbit 

	13
	Stone Fox
	John Reynolds Gardiner

	14
	The Tale of Despereaux
	*Kate DiCamillo

	15
	Twenty and Ten
	*Claire Huchet Bishop



Note
Books act as mirrors and windows. Many of the books on the preceding lists are mirrors, allowing children to see and understand themselves better as they read about people who are like themselves. Children also need books that act as windows, showing them cultures and experiences unlike their own.
The books listed below provide important windows for children. If you use the Living History Threads curriculum in your school, your children will listen to the following books, and many more like these. If you don’t have Living History Threads, these are books you don’t want your child to miss!
Grades 1-2
The True Story of Pocahontas (Lucille Penner)
Henry’s Freedom Box (Ellen Levine)
If You Traveled on the Underground Railroad (Ellen Levine)
Harriet Tubman and the Freedom Train (Sharon Gayle)
A Weed is a Flower (Aliki)
Grades 3-4
The White Feather (Ruth Eitzen)
The Trail of Tears (Joseph Bruchac)
A Voice of Her Own (Kathyrn Lasky)
Runaway to Freedom (Barbara Smucker)
Benjamin Banneker: Pioneering Scientist (Ginger Wadsworth)
A Picture Book of Martin Luther King, Jr. (*David A. Adler)
My Brother Martin (Christine King Farris)
The Story of Ruby Bridges (Robert Coles)
Through My Eyes (Ruby Bridges)
Grade 5
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
	*Barbara Robinson

	2
	Caddie Woodlawn
	Carol Ryrie Brink

	3
	Call It Courage
	*Armstrong Sperry

	4
	Esperanza Rising
	Pam Munoz Ryan

	5
	Frindle
	*Andrew Clement

	6
	Homer Price
	*Robert McCloskey

	7
	The Iceberg Hermit
	Arthur Roth

	8
	Island of the Blue Dolphins
	*Scott O’Dell

	9
	The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe (series)
	*C.S. Lewis

	10
	Miracles on Maple Hill
	Virginia Sorenson

	11
	Owls in the Family
	Farley Mowat

	12
	The Sign of the Beaver
	*Elizabeth George Speare

	13
	Treasures of the Snow
	*Patricia St. John

	14
	Twenty and Ten
	*Claire Huchet Bishop

	15
	Where the Red Fern Grows
	*Wilson Rawls



Grade 6
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	A Long Walk to Water
	Linda Sue Park

	2
	Adam of the Road
	Elizabeth Gray

	3
	Ben and Me
	*Robert Lawson

	4
	Big Red
	*Jim Kjelgaard

	5
	Blue Willow
	Doris Gates

	6
	Bridge to Terebithia
	Katherine Paterson

	7
	The Door in the Wall
	*Marguerite de Angeli

	8
	Hatchet
	*Gary Paulsen

	9
	Heidi
	Johanna Spyri

	10
	Kingdom Tales Trilogy
	David and Karen Mains

	11
	Lost in the Barrens
	Farley Mowat

	12
	Old Yeller
	Fred Gibson

	13
	Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry
	*Mildred D. Taylor

	14
	The Secret Garden
	*Frances Hodgson Burnett

	15
	The Wind in the Willows
	Kenneth Grahame



Grade 7
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	20,000 Leagues Under the Sea
	Jules Verne

	2
	A Long Way from Chicago
	Richard Peck

	3
	Across Five Aprils
	*Irene Hunt

	4
	Anne of Green Gables
	*L. M. Montgomery

	5
	Bronze Bow
	*Elizabeth George Speare

	6
	Elijah of Buxton
	*Christopher Paul Curtis

	7
	Light from Heaven
	*Christmas Carol Kauffman

	8
	The Light in the Forest
	Conrad Richter

	9
	Little Britches
	*Ralph Moody

	10
	Little Women
	*Louisa May Alcott

	11
	Lizzie Bright and the Buckminster Boy
	Gary D. Schmidt

	12
	Merry Adventures of Robin Hood
	Howard Pyle

	13
	Treasure Island
	Robert Louis Stevenson

	14
	The Wanderer
	 Sharon Creech

	15
	Winnie the Pooh
	A.A. Milne



Grade 8
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	A Christmas Carol
	*Charles Dickens

	2
	The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
	Sir Arthur Doyle

	3
	A Girl of the Limberlost
	*Gene Stratton Porter

	4
	All Creatures Great and Small
	James Herriot

	5
	At the Back of the North Wind
	*George McDonald

	6
	Awaiting the Dawn
	Dorcas Hoover

	7
	Cheaper by the Dozen
	Frank Gilbreth

	8
	The Hiding Place
	Corrie Ten Boom

	9
	The Hobbit
	*J. R. R. Tolkien

	10
	Johnny Tremain
	Esther Forbes

	11
	Just So Stories
	Rudyard Kipling

	12
	Mrs. Mike
	Benedict and Nancy Freedman

	13
	Phantom Tollbooth, The
	Norton Juster

	14
	Swiss Family Robinson
	Johann Wyss

	15
	The Yearling
	Marjorie Rawlings



Grade 9
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court
	*Mark Twain

	2
	Animal Farm
	George Orwell

	3
	Ben Hur
	Lew Wallace

	4
	The Best Short Stories of O. Henry
	O. Henry

	5
	The Boys in the Boat
	Daniel James Brown

	6
	Bruchko
	Bruce Olsen

	7
	Captains Courageous
	Rudyard Kipling

	8
	Christy
	Catherine Marshall

	9
	Cry, the Beloved Country
	 Alan Paton

	10
	Fire in the Zurich Hills
	Elmo Stoll

	11
	The Giver
	*Lois Lowry

	12
	Lord of the Rings
	*J.R.R. Tolkien

	13
	The Pushcart War
	Jean Merrill

	14
	Robinson Crusoe
	Daniel Defoe

	15
	To Kill a Mockingbird
	Harper Lee



Grade 10
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	The Cellist of Sarajevo
	Steven Galloway

	2
	The Count of Monte Cristo
	*Alexandre Dumas

	3
	Don Quixote
	Cervantes

	4
	Heavenly Man
	Paul Hattaway

	5
	The Help
	Kathryn Stockett

	6
	Mountains Beyond Mountains
	Daniel James Brown

	7
	Pilgrim’s Progress
	John Bunyan

	8
	Rip Van Winkle
	Washington Irving

	9
	Safely Home
	Randy Alcorn

	10
	The Scarlet Pimpernel
	Orczy Baroness

	11
	Space Trilogy (Out of the Silent Planet, Perelandra, That Hideous Strength)
	*C. S. Lewis

	12
	Tale of Two Cities
	*Charles Dickens

	13
	The Thread that Runs So True
	*Jesse Stuart

	14
	Through Gates of Splendor
	 *Elisabeth Elliot

	15
	Up from the Rubble
	 Peter Dyck



Grade 11
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	A Separate Peace
	John Knowles

	2
	Blood Brothers
	Elias Chacour

	3
	End of the Spear
	Steve Saint

	4
	Mere Christianity
	*C.S. Lewis

	5
	Great Expectations
	*Charles Dickens

	6
	I Heard the Owl Call My Name
	Margaret Craven

	7
	Les Miserables
	Victor Hugo

	8
	Moby Dick
	Herman Melville

	9
	Pride and Prejudice
	*Jane Austen

	10
	Silas Marner
	*George Eliot

	11
	The Story of My Life
	Helen Keller

	12
	The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
	*Robert Louis Stevenson

	13
	The Tank Man's Son
	 Mark Bouman

	14
	Uncle Tom’s Cabin
	Harriet Beecher Stowe

	15
	Up from Slavery
	Booker T. Washington



Grade 12
	
	BOOK
	AUTHOR

	1
	The Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr.
	Clayborn Carson (Editor)

	2
	Beowulf: A New Verse Translation
	Seamus Heaney  (Translator)

	3
	The Brothers Karamazov
	*Fyodor Dosoevsky

	4
	Chariots in the Smoke
	Margaret Epp

	5
	The Chosen
	*Chaim Potok

	6
	Favorite Father Brown Stories
	*G. K. Chesterton

	7
	Jane Eyre
	Emily Bronte

	8
	Night
	Elie Wiesel

	9
	The Odyssey
	 Robert Fagles (Translator)

	10
	Peace Child
	*Don Richardson

	11
	The Pearl
	*John Steinbeck

	12
	The Practice of the Presence of God
	Brother Lawrence

	13
	The Scarlet Letter
	Nathaniel Hawthorne

	14
	Silence
	Shusaku Endo

	15
	Voyage to Alpha Centauri
	 *Michael D. O’Brien
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