Observation: What does the text say?
Desired Outcomes
· You will have a solid understanding of the basic facts of the passage.
· You will be deeply familiar with what your passage says and aware of what aspects present difficulties for understanding.
Explanation
The Observation stage is the foundation for the Interpretation stage. Only when you have studied what the text says and become familiar with the essential literary, historical, or cultural background will you be ready to determine what the text meant for its original audiences. Familiarity with the basic content of the passage will help you make informed use of other resources like commentaries and Bible dictionaries, or encyclopedias at the Interpretation stage.
The questions you will consider during the Observation stage are:
· Do I understand the basic facts of this passage?
· Do I follow the author’s flow of thought in the passage?
· Have I become familiar with the literary context by reading text before and after this passage?
· Do I know what I need to study further?

Read the Passage Multiple Times
What questions or insights do you have about this passage? Take note of anything in the text that is confusing, surprising, challenging, or hard to understand. Record your questions here and keep them in mind as you explore your passage further.
· Identify People: Who are the important players in this passage?
· Identify Places: Consider whether they are central to the events of the passage or simply mentioned as background. Are they symbolic?
· Identify important words: What key words and phrases are central to the meaning of the passage?

Interpretation: What does the text mean? 
Desired Outcomes
· You will understand the meaning of particular terms, words, and phrases in the passage.
· You will understand the historical and literary context of the passage.
· You will come to a greater understanding of the author’s intention in writing the passage.
· You will be able to summarize the main point of the passage.
Explanation
The second step in the inductive Bible study method presupposes that there is meaning in the biblical text. Texts may have many applications, but they have only one meaning that rests in the author’s intention. This meaning would normally have been understood by the text’s first hearers or readers.
Interpretation is where you try to understand the meaning of the text in its original setting. Taking into account the context and, as appropriate, the whole biblical teaching on the topic under study, you will arrive at meaning that is anchored in the text and consistent with all of Scripture. In the final stages of this step you may turn to other people’s insight into the text and its meaning (commentaries and other tools) to validate or challenge your interpretation.
The questions you will consider during the Interpretation stage are:
· What is the historical and cultural background to this passage?
· What do the significant words in this passage mean?
· Why did the author write this passage and why did the Holy Spirit inspire it?
· What is the significance of this passage?

Steps
1. Examine the context of the book
2. Evaluate the type of literature of your passage
3. Examine the cultural context
4. Examine the historical context
5. Identify Biblical cross-references
6. Research important words
7. Evaluate discussions of important words in commentaries
8. Examine commentary discussions
9. Summarize your passage

Application: What does the passage mean for [____]
The Application stage of Bible study asks, “So what?” Any doctrine we learn from a passage should be formative for us. The focus of application is who we are to be and what we are to do. In some cases that’s individual; in some cases that’s corporate. But it’s the shaping of character, and not just the mind, that should be the result of Bible study.
Goals
1. You will have a better understanding of what the passage means for your life
2. You will find yourself believing and behaving more like Jesus because of this passage
Questions to ask
· What does this passage show you about God?
· What principles can be drawn out of this passage?
· Is there a command in this passage you ought to obey?
· Is there a truth in this passage you ought to believe?
· Is there an example in this passage you ought to follow?
· Does this passage require a change in your behavior?
· What does this passage mean for your community of faith?
Steps
1. Determine the passage’s theological principles
a. What theological principles are communicated in your passage?
b. Which theological principles from your passage are most important? How might they be applied today?
c. Examples of topics of theological principles:
i. Atonement
ii. Authority of apostles
iii. Centrality of the cross
iv. Divine and human glory
2. Establish the primary application for your passage
a. How has this passage challenged or moved you?
b. What issues, personal or corporate, are involved with this passage?
c. What spiritual struggles are addressed in this passage, either directly or indirectly?
d. What response do you think the passage should inspire in others if you shared it and your insights with them?
