Evaluating Emerson
Read and explain the excerpt from Emerson’s “Self-Reliance,” then rate the truthfulness of statement on the Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter (1 = pure heresy / 10 = pretty much biblical). Be prepared to share the reason for your rating.
1. “To believe your own thought, to believe that what is true for you in your private heart is true for all men,—that is genius.” (343)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
2. “Trust thyself: every heart vibrates to that iron string.” (344)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
3. “Nothing is at last sacred but the integrity of your own mind.” (345)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
4. “Society everywhere is in conspiracy against the manhood of everyone.” (345)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
5. “No law can be sacred to me but that of my own nature. Good and bad are but names very readily transferable to that or this.” (346)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
6. “It is easy in the world to live after the world’s opinion; it is easy in solitude to live after our own; but the great man is he who in the midst of the crowd keeps with perfect sweetness the independence of solitude.” (346)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
7. “In every work of genius we recognize our own rejected thoughts; they come back to us with a certain alienated majesty.” (343)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
8. “Traveling is a fool's paradise. Our first journeys discover to us the indifference of places.” (353)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
9. “As men’s prayers are a disease of the will, so are their creeds a disease of the intellect.” (352)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
10. “Prayer is the contemplation of the facts of life from the highest point of view. It is the soliloquy of a beholding and jubilant soul.”

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
11. “Insist on yourself; never imitate. Your own gift you can present every moment with the cumulative force of a whole life's cultivation; but of the adopted talent of another you have only an extemporaneous half possession.” (353)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10
12. “To be great is to be misunderstood.” (348)

Transcendentalist Truth-O-Meter Rating: 1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

