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1. Class Information
Instructor:  	John Mark Kuhns
E-mail: 	
Phone: 	
Class times: 	9:30-11:00 Alternating Days
Students: 	Grades 7-8
Room: 		108
I. Description
This course is a study of the nonliving physical creation. We will study unifying theories in four distinct content areas: the lithosphere, the hydrosphere, the atmosphere, and the celestial sphere. Throughout the course, we will study the nature of science and of scientific knowledge.
II. Goals for this course
In this course I hope to show that careful study of the physical creation yields a richer and fuller picture of the nature and character of God. I hope to develop critical thinking skills in students and to foster a scientific approach to the study of the earth.
III. Purposes and Objectives
At the end of this course, successful students will have mastered the following:
1. Use the processes of the cycle of scientific enterprise to relate hypotheses and facts to scientific theories and models.
2. Follow safety procedures in a lab setting.
3. Maintain a properly formatted lab notebook.
4. Describe the lives of five scientists and tell their major contributions to our knowledge of earth and space science.
5. Describe the structure of the earth’s interior and relate events in the interior to phenomena on the exterior such as earthquakes, volcanoes, and mountains.
6. Describe the rock and soil cycle in terms of weathering and erosion.
7. Tell two independent methods of dating materials found in the earth’s crust.
8. Connect the properties of water with the importance of water for life on Earth. 
9. Describe the movement of water on earth. 
10. Show the connection between incoming solar energy and mass movements of water and air.
11. Describe the greenhouse effect and relate it to climate patterns. 
12. Photograph and identify ten clouds and present the collection to the class.
13. Describe the structure and life cycle of stars.
14. Describe how gravity drives the behavior of celestial objects. 
Textbook: Space and Earth Science. BJU Press
Requirements: The successful student will…
1. Properly complete all assignments in a timely manner. Any assignments not completed in class will need to be taken home and completed by the next class period.
2. Maintain a 70% course average.
3. Maintain an organized course binder, arranged with the following tabs
a. Class notes
b. [Other tabs of your choice]
c. Assignments
d. Bi-weekly Quizzes
4. Maintain an organized lab notebook. 
5. Participate constructively in class discussions, group projects, and lab activities.
Procedures: At the beginning of the scheduled class time (9:30), you should be in your seat and ready for class. “Ready for class” means that you have your textbook, lab notebook, and course binder with you. Any homework that is due that day should be finished and in your course binder, not in your locker or in your textbook. You should spend any free time you have at the beginning of class reviewing your notes and quizzes in preparation for the bi-weekly quiz that happens every Friday that we have class.  
Methods: This is a mastery-oriented course. We will focus on a narrower band of information than most science courses of this nature, but you will be expected to master the material rather than engaging in the cram-pass-forget cycle. A 30-minute quiz will be administered every Friday that we have class. Roughly half of the quiz will be drawn from material from the week of the quiz and half will be review of material from previous weeks. Students should spend time every class day reviewing course material in preparation for these quizzes. 
In addition to information (the “what” of science), this course will give students opportunity to develop scientific skills (the “how” of science).  These skills include following the cycle of scientific enterprise, designing and conducting experiments, and recording and reporting results. 
Materials required: You will need a 1-inch binder dedicated to this course.
Grading policies: It is important that assignments be completed and turned in on time. Any late assignments may be docked at my discretion, but no more than 20% per day they are late. If you are having difficulty keeping up with assignments, do not simply fail to turn them in. Talk to me, and we will work out a solution. Consistently failing to turn in assignments shows a lack of regard for learning and will be graded accordingly.
Here is a breakdown of the grade by assignment type:
Homework: 	15%
Bi-weekly quizzes: 	65%
Binder and lab notebook: 	10%
Participation: 	10%
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