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Developing a Passion for Reading

· Why do we teach reading? 
· Prepare students for serving the Lord
· Prepare students for further educational pursuits
· Prepare students for a successful life 

· Four motivators proven to promote reading 
· Make a wide variety of books available in the classroom 
· Give opportunities for students to choose the books they want to read
· Having had positive experiences in the past with books 
· Positive interactions with others concerning books 

Seven Strategies for Developing a Passion for Reading 
· Strategy 1: Model a Love for Literacy 	
· What do exceptional reading teachers do? 
· Talk with pleasure about the books they are reading 
· Recommend books to their students 
· Read independently in the presence of their students whenever they have time 
· Read books aloud “with expression and emotional connection”

· Strategy 2: Infuse Books into Every Day 
· Saturate every day in reading and reading experiences 
· Work to bring reading experiences into every day, such as 
· Noon story (or read-aloud time)
· SSR (Silent Sustained Reading) or DEAR (Drop Everything and Read) 
· Daily Subjects (Literary Class, Art, Creative Writing, Science, History, Devotions, etc.)
· Part of traditions (First Day of School, Christmas Party, etc.) 

· Strategy 3- Create a Diverse Classroom Library 
· Tips for creating a classroom library 
· Focus on quality—not numbers
· Be okay with spending a little money, but buy smart and save $1000’s
· Always proofread—unless you know the book is okay 
· Include a variety of books—even ones you don’t enjoy
· Organize the books for easier access 
· Encourage students to borrow your books 

· Strategy 4- Design an Inviting Classroom 
· Create a meaningful reading corner 
· Design reading-themed bulletin boards 
· Include book/book character themed displays in your classroom 

· Strategy 5- Teach Engaging Reading Lessons 
· Strategies to enhance reading classes  
· Focus on preparing—not just discussing afterwards
· Use think alouds—demonstrate thinking about what you are reading 
· Use graphic organizers, such as a KWL chart (Know, What to Know, Learned)
· Use reading methods other than silent or round robin reading 

· Strategy 6- Promote Reading at Home 
· Unfortunately, parents assume it is the teacher’s responsibility to teach reading while too often teachers assume more reading is happening at home than actually is

· Require reading homework for Grade 1 and 2, possibly older grades too  
· Promote reading through… 
· Book fairs 
· Exciting library 
· Reading challenges 
· Book giveaways 

· Strategy 7- Educate Yourself on Common Reading Disabilities 
· Dyslexia is the most common form of learning disability 
· Teachers have a duty to be aware of some common symptoms 
· Highly recommended resource: Bright Solutions for Dyslexia, Susan Baron, founder of Barton Reading 




I’d enjoy  to hear from you! Please contact me (information on the front page) with any questions or resources that I can help you with!       -Myron
