[bookmark: _GoBack]IN HIS STEPS: AUTHENTIC DISCIPLESHIP IN THE 21ST CENTURY
SYLLABUS 2011-2012
MR. MYERS


A)  Description 
· “In His Steps Discipleship” combines the study of the New Testament’s teaching on Christian discipleship with opportunities for personal reflection and for practical experience
B)	Goals 
· To provide a Scriptural basis for the conviction that believing in Jesus is a way of life, as opposed to an abstract theory that a person mentally/verbally assents to
· To lead the students to understand the character and teachings of Jesus and their implications for us today
· To realize the deficiencies of any alternative to following Christ
· To become acquainted with people/ministries that exemplify service-oriented discipleship
· To provide opportunities to develop specific skills useful in serving others
· To facilitate the ability to notice the needs around us, asking, “What can we do about it?”, and implement an effective response to the need
C)  Methods 
· Study the Sermon on the Mount, discussing Jesus’ teaching together and completing writing assignments that encourage personal application
· Read In His Steps by Charles Sheldon and discuss (do this on the side, not as main lessons)
· Read Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis and discuss  (new)
· Memorize Mt. 5-7
· Visit local Christian organizations and ministries (i.e. help serve a meal at the soup kitchen, participate in a local CAM project)
· Develop and implement a plan as a class for a local service project 
· Watch a video series by Tim Keller on living out the gospel
· Engage in skill-building activities at school, home, and church 
· Practice responding to some common questions and objections 
· Complete a “preparing for the future” project—walking through the process of developing some goals for the future and preparing yourself for what God has for you
D)  Grading
· Writing assignments (graded on their thoughtfulness and attention to the directions)—50%
· Class participation—25%
· Bible Memory—25%
