Reading Guidelines
 
Estimated time for reading The Courage of Sarah Noble
· Eight days for grades 3-4 – done the first two weeks of school to get them “back into reading” with an easier read 

Vocabulary Words from this book
· wilderness, musket, heathen, solemn, odor, palisade, mortar and pestle, scarlet, silk, raid, outlandish, queer
 
Specific instructions concerning The Courage of Sarah Noble:
· When we begin reading continued stories, I ask students to not read ahead.  This builds anticipation.
· Each day students give and record one statement summarizing the chapter for that day.  Save these for the end of the book poster's flow chart.  Don't do this two-day poster idea for each chapter book—twice is enough.
 
Suggested schedule (amount of time spent daily)
· Ten minutes with comprehension skills practice—usually a visual or hands on project
· Ten minutes reading silently or in pairs—this includes a 2-3 minute introduction of the story by the teacher
· Fifteen to twenty minutes reading with teacher interspersed with discussion of story and looking at completed visuals
· Fluency can be practiced only when the words are familiar to children and reading not too difficult.  For this reason as well as for comprehension practice, in this book it is suggested to read each chapter twice—the first time either in pairs or silently and the second time out loud as a class to the teacher.
 
Further guidelines
· Reading foci:  
· Expression—primarily voice varying in pitch, intensity, and speed, complete with appropriate pauses and silence.
· Accuracy—reading into and not only in, not skipping or substituting words
· Fluency—reading smoothly, without jerky starts and stops; this requires the student to read material they know well
· Pausing for punctuation—noticing the commas and periods and pausing appropriately
 
· Grading:
· On the weekly oral reading evaluation, go with student's general oral reading thinking in terms of general fluency, accuracy, and expression.  I like using E (98),  S++(94),  S+(90),  S(85),  S-(80),  S--(75),  N(70) as the grading scale.  
This can be done at the end of the week thinking of the overall level of reading or go around while they read in pairs and listen for a grade.  I find the “Today I will grade them on this one page” approach as they read in class stressful.  It seems the former two methods are less pressure for both me and them, and I think perhaps more accurate in grading overall performance.
· Reading in pairs: (about once a week make the reading in pairs time be a “read silently” time instead)
· Teacher assigns reading groups of 2-3 each, assigns each group's specific reading spot, and spot to work on visual together.  After teacher introduces the vocabulary word and the story/chapter for the day, these small groups read the story together and then often do the visual together too.  Teacher may want to change the groups after each book (approximately every three weeks).
· Train students to stay focused in their reading pairs time.   At the beginning and periodically afterwards ask students to report back (in their small groups) to the teacher and give a thumbs up, sideways or down signal to indicate how trustworthy/responsible they were in their reading together time.  No words needed—unless they didn't do well.  When held accountable like this, students tend to be harder on themselves than the teacher.
 
· Visuals:
· Plan only to do regular group visuals about three times a week.  It is a good teaching tool, but they will burn out on them out if used every reading class. (In grades 3-4 reading class is four days a week.)   Intersperse the written visuals with other things.  See chart below for more ideas
· Put some visuals out on the wall for display.
· Each child needs a 1” three ring binder to store all their visuals.  Students make dividers to separate the visual of each book.
· Vary the method of doing the visuals:  
· most frequently in small groups of 2-3
· at times as a class – done orally with only teacher writing (especially when introducing a new concept)
· at times alone.   Typically have students show their visuals to the class at class reading time.
 
· Oral class reading:  Vary the method of doing oral reading class:  
· grasshopper jump using craft sticks with student names on them 
· read for 30 sec
· teacher read while students act it out
· teacher read and they catch small mistakes – could say “only boys/girls” or “row 1 or 2 . . . “ or “grade 3/4” call out the mistakes.  Teacher reads until a mistake is not caught
· assign ½ page to each student to practice then read in front of class
· reader's theater
· Or instead of reading in class, teacher narrates the story (after they have read in pairs) and students catch the mistakes or left out important details
· etc..
Note:  Usually the complete lesson is read both in pairs and then as a class to the teacher.  However, it is OK to only read part of the story out loud if they complete some demanding comprehension check.  Strugglers could be asked to take the book home the previous day to read ahead.



	How often?
	First Reading
	Comprehension Tool
	Second reading

	 
 
Twice a week
	Read in pairs 
	· In pairs writing or drawing visuals
· Class visual
· Narrate to each other
· Catch up on visuals and/or vocabulary
· Class discussion with the 5 CCQ*
 
	Class reading – grasshopper or 30 seconds
 
Teacher  
· reads and students act out 
· reads and students catch mistakes  
· narrates, students catch mistakes
 

	 
 
Not more than once a week each
	Read silently
	· Writing visual – start alone, end with class
· Class discussion with the 5 CCQ*
· ??  Catch up with visuals or vocabulary
 
	Class reading – grasshopper or 30 seconds

	
	Assign ½ page to each student
	· Class writing visuals
· Class discussion with the 5 CCQ*
· Catch up on visuals and/or vocabulary
 
	Class reading, students read assigned pages

	Periodically – go by how well students handle the looser structure of this
	Readers Theater
	No extra; this is a built in comprehension tool!  They love it, but some classes do not handle the looser structure as well 
	Class reading – groups read assigned pages


The Five Core Comprehension Questions
 
                                              


  TABLE OF CONTENTS
                                                                                This is the expedited version for 3rd - 4th 
 
 
LESSON                                                                                            COMPREHENSION SKILL                                              
 
1. Introduction                                                                            List of wilderness supplies
 
 
2. Chapter one:  Night in the Forest                                           Make divider for binder
 
 
3. Chapter two:  Night in the Settlement                                    U. S. map
                                         Finish divider
 
 
4. Chapter three:  Down the Long Hill                                       Bubble map on Sarah
Chapter four:  Night in the Cave                                      
 
 
5. Chapter five:  Indians!                                                            Double bubble
 
 
6. Chapter six:  Friends                                                               
Chapter seven:  Keep up Your Courage                           Draw setting of new house (chapter 7)
 
 
7. Chapter eight:  In the Indian House                                        Finish drawing setting of new house
Chapter nine:  Night of Fear                                                         Main Idea – class discussion
 
 
8. Chapter ten:  Sarah goes Home                                              Finish any unfinished visuals or tackle a challenge project
Chapter eleven:  Night in the Log House                                     
 
 
 
	Lesson One
Book Title:
· The Courage of Sarah Noble, Author:  Alice Dalgliesh  
· Newberry Honor book:  Each year the American Library Association  chooses the book they consider to be the best children's book written for American literature the previous year.  They call that book a Newberry Medal book.  Runner ups are called Newberry Honor books.  This title is named after John Newberry, a famous eighteenth-century British bookseller.
 
Goal/Objective:
· Introduce new book
· Learn about pioneers moving into the wilderness
 
Vocabulary:
· Wilderness—a place where hardly anyone lives
 
Introduction/Background:
· Give new books and discuss what they can know about the story by looking at the picture, and reading only the front and back covers
 
Materials:
· Visual for listing wilderness supplies (limit to eight)
· Book overview visual
 
Comprehension Project:
· Participate in class discussion of what a person can know about the by looking only at the front and back covers
· Make a list of items they would take along on a wilderness trip if they were living at the time of pioneers
· Very limited space, no more than eight items
· Be ready to explain WHY chose that item
· List only items available in 1700s
	 
Class Reading Time:
· Complete a book overview visual
· Look at the Table of Contents—read chapter titles
· Read Author's Note—take note:  this is a true story!
· Remember with them that the Pilgrims and Squanto lived in Massachusetts.  Point out 1707 in contrast to 1620 on the time line.
· Teacher describe a wilderness in the 1700s –
· White men came to Massachusetts and Virginiah then moved out from there
· trees, trees, trees
· no roads
· Indians
· no stores, hotels, restaurants
· when families arrived, there was no hourse ready to move into
· then give time to do visual on eight items they would take along.  Could even bring examples of items to school following day.
 
 
Comprehension Project fleshed out:
 
· Suggested eight essential items:  tools, food, clothes, seeds, blankets, gun, Bible, cookware, lantern 
· Things listed in book:  quilt p. 8, gun, broom p. 18, bedding p. 19, pots p. 19, seeds p. 19, tools (saw and ax) p. 19, warm clothes, Bible p. 24, mortar and pestle p. 30, bag p. 29
 
 
 


 
Lesson Two
Story Title:
· Night in the Forest p. 1-5 (read in pairs and in class)
Goal/Objective:
· Understand the setting of the story
 
Materials:
· White construction paper for the divider and index cards for the summary
 
Vocabulary Word:
· Courage p. 2 – being brave
· Settlement p. 2 – a small village
· Musket p. 2  — a heavy shoulder gun
 
Introduction/Background:
· Have students share the list of eight essential items to take along into the wilderness—last lesson's project.
· Tell students a bit about Father and Sarah and why they were going into the wilderness. Talk about what things Father and Sarah might see in the wilderness.  What might be exciting/scary?
· The horse on the front has a name; look for that name in this chapter.
· Introduce the vocabulary words.
 
Comprehension Project:
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on notebook paper.  Every day they will want to number the chapter number alone with the summary.   Do this first summary in class using the “Who did what?”  “And then what happened” prompts.  Each day the appointed class scribe copies a chosen summary onto a new index card with the chapter number on the reverse side. Later students ought to practice putting the cards in order.  With the numbers on the reverse side, it is self-checking.
· Summary idea:  Father and Sarah spent the night in the wilderness under a tree.
· Make a construction paper divider for the binder (will have some time in next lesson to complete this); must include 
· title of book 
· author 
· genre:  true story  
· illustration –  give horse pictures. 
 
Class Reading Time – Note:  it is assumed that a first reading be completed either in pairs or silently each day before class reading
· Follow penciled in discussion points in book; have students read the dialogue in parts
Lesson Three
Story Title:
· Night in the Settlement p. 6-12 (read in pairs and in class)
 
Goal/Objective:
· Gain an understanding of the setting of the story
 
Materials:
· Individual U.S. Maps
 
Vocabulary Word:
· timid p. 8 – shy, a little scared
· heathen  p. 10  — people who don't know Jesus
· savage p. 10 – wild and fierce
 
Introduction/Background:
· Remember yesterday's comment about Sarah holding tightly to a fold in her cloak.  Why?
· Introduce the vocabulary word.
· Today's story finds Father and Sarah sleeping in a very different spot than the first night.  But Sarah holds tightly to the fold in her cloak again.
 
Comprehension Projects:
· Color and mark Massachusetts and Connecticut to gain an understanding of location (in class)
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on notebook paper in pairs and be prepared to share their summary in class.  Every day they will want to number the chapter and its summary.  (in pairs)   Daily the appointed class scribe copies the chosen summary onto a new index card.  
· Summary idea(s):  They spent the night at Mistress Robinson's house and the children said mean things.  OR They spent a fearful night at Mistress Robinson's house.
· Finish dividers from yesterday (alone)
 
Class Reading Time – Note:  it is assumed that a first reading be completed either in pairs or silently each day before class reading
· Point out that Sarah's thoughts are usually in italics.
· Follow penciled in discussion points in book.


Lesson Four
Story Title:
· Down the Long Hill 13-18 (in pairs and class) and
· Night in the Cave 19-22 (perhaps only in class – maybe silently then teacher read and they act out?)
 
Goal/Objective:
· Write a summary of the first chapter in pairs and then record a minimum of five significant things about Sarah Noble (anything from the first three chapters) onto a bubble map to then be shared in class
 
Materials:
· Bubble maps
 
Vocabulary:
· Solemn  p. 14—serious, sober
· Slope p. 19 – a gentle decline
· Hollowed out p. 19  – a space on the inside of something 
· Odor p. 22 – a smell; can be good or bad
 
Introduction/Background:
· What do they remember about Mistress Robinson from last lesson?  How were her sons like her? 
· Introduce the vocabulary words.
· Now Father and Sarah are almost where they need to go. When they arrive, Sarah celebrates by doing something funny!
 
Comprehension Project:
· Complete a bubble map on Sarah Noble (anything from chapters 1-3).  Ask students to write significant things, ones that make them “think of the story behind it”.
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on the notebook paper in pairs (for pages 13-18) and be prepared to share their summary in class.  Teacher provides the summary for the second chapter
· Summary idea(s):  (chap. 3) Father and Sarah reached their new home.   (chap 4)  , slept in a cave, and smelled a skunk!  OR and found a cave to sleep in.
 
Class Reading Time
· Follow penciled in discussion points in book.
· Look at summaries created by students and the bubble map


	Lesson Five
Story Title:
· Indians! p. 23-28
Goal/Objective:
· Practice comparing/contrasting skills by recording a minimum of five items onto a double bubble visual
 
Materials:
· Visual for double bubble

Vocabulary Word:
· Palisade p. 25 —a fence of stakes for protection
 
Introduction/Background:
· Introduce the vocabulary word.
· Remember where Father and Sarah slept in last lesson's story.  The next few days Father spent time making the cave more livable.  Then he went to start building the new house.  Now Sarah was alone.  What kinds of things do you think she thought? 
· Something very interesting happened while Father was gone.
· Introduce the idea of similes
 
Comprehension Project:
· Complete a double bubble visual on Sarah and the Indian children
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on notebook paper in pairs and be prepared to share their summary in class.
· Summary idea:  Sarah read Bible stories to the Indian children.

	Class Reading Time:
· Note the similes in the chapter:  
· Sarah sat still as a rabbit p. 25
· Indian children crept in like small brown field mice p. 26
· Follow penciled in discussion points in book.
· Note they took a Bible story book along into the wilderness.
· What kinds of things did Father need to make to make the cave livable?
 
 
Challenge Project:              
· Do a class visual for figurative language (in notes I took from F&F book)
· Visual for drawing of setting
· Land sloped down to a river p. 19
· Hollowed out place across the river p.19
· A shed with strong fence around it p. 23
· Along the river bark covered Indian houses p. 23 (p.38 shows a picture of the bark-covered houses)




	Lesson Six
 
Story Title:
· Friends p. 29-32
· Keep Up Your Courage p. 33-38
 
 
Goal/Objective:
· Visualize the setting
 
 
Materials:
· Drawing visual
 
 
Vocabulary Word:
· Mortar and pestle p. 30 —a sturdy vessel and a club-shaped implement for pounding or grinding substances—often used to grind corn; Marvin and Rosa Nisly have a mortar and pestle and also there is a picture in green dictionary under “pestel”
· Scarlet p. 33 —a bright red color
· Strides  p. 38 – long steps
 
 
Introduction/Background:
· Introduce the vocabulary word.
· Today they will read about Tall John (one of the Indians) and his two children.
· Father asks Sarah to do a very scary thing in this chapter.
 
 
	Comprehension Project:
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on the notebook paper in pairs and be prepared to share their summary in class.  Teacher provide summary of second chapter
· Summary idea:  (chap 6)  Sarah made friends with the Indian children.  (chap 7) Father left to bring the family and Sarah stayed with Tall John
· Draw the house described on p. 33
· Small brown house beside very tall maple trees with scarlet and yellow leaves
· Big chimney
· Woodpile
· Add John and Sarah Noble and Tall John—and Thomas!
· Students may use two lessons to finish the drawing
 
 
 
Class Reading Time:
· Follow penciled-in discussion points in book.
· Highlight p. 33 and talk about how it looked
· Note the simile in the chapter:  
· berries like red jewels in the grass p.30
 
 




	Lesson Seven
Story Title:
· In the Indian House p. 39-41 (silently and in class)
· Night of Fear p. 42-46  – (in pairs, then teacher read and students act out)
 
Goal/Objective:
· Enjoy thinking and learning more about cultural differences
 
Vocabulary Word:
· raid  p. 44 —a surprise attack
· tiresome p. 46  something that makes you feel impatient and tired
 
Introduction/Background (for chapter 8 p 39-41):
· Introduce the vocabulary word.
· Remember where we left Sarah in the last lesson.  What might be the hardest time of the day for her missing her family?  Why?
· In this chapter they find out how her first night went.
· Ask students to look for one more thing they brought with them into the wilderness (p.39-40)
 
Comprehension Project:
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on notebook paper – alone this time since this is read silently and be prepared to share their summary in class.
· Summary idea:  (chap 8)  Sarah felt strange in Tall John's house that first night.  
· Finish drawing from last lesson or other unfinished visuals, or study vocabulary words
 
 
	Class Reading Time:
· Note the simile on p. 40:  hair like the silk on corn
· Why would Sarah wonder if God looked after the Indians? Perhaps because of her mother's attitude.
· Follow penciled-in discussion points in book.
 
 
 
For Chapter 9, pages 42-46
 
Introduction/Background (for chapter 9 p. 42-46):
· Not all Indians lived peacefully with each other.  Often different tribes fought.  In this chapter Tall John's tribe feared enemy Indians attacking them.  What would happen to Sarah if enemy Indians came while she was living with Tall John's family?
· This is an exciting chapter!
 
Comprehension Project:
· Main idea:  Sarah lived like the Indians
· Teacher provide the summary:  (chap 9)  After the night of fear, Sarah's father came back with the family.
 
Class Reading Time:
· Orally list the ways that Sarah learned to live like the Indians
· shared their danger, ate their food and ate with her hands and without plates, wore moccasins and deerskin clothes, walked quietly like them, learned their work and played their games 
· Teacher read and students act out p. 42-46
· Follow penciled in discussion points in book.
 




	Lesson Eight
 
Story Title:
· Sarah goes Home p. 47-50
· Night in the Log House p. 51-54
 
Goal/Objective:
· Practice summarizing a chapter alone
 
Vocabulary:
· outlandish p. 50  — totally ridiculous
 
Introduction/Background:
· Introduce the vocabulary word.
· Today Sarah goes home!  What was she wearing on her feet when she left Tall John's house? What do you think her mother will think about that?
· Sarah and John had learned to love the Indians. Sarah's mother still saw them as savages.  How do you think Sarah will feel when her mother doesn't talk nicely about the Indians?
 
Comprehension Project:
· Students summarize this chapter in 1-2 sentences on notebook paper in pairs and be prepared to share their summary in class.  Teacher provide summary for Chapter 11
· Summary idea:  (chap10)  Sarah happily rejoined her family!  (chap 11)  Sarah loved being with her family in their log house.  Note:  could be combined into one 
· Finish uncompleted visuals or tackle a challenge project
 
 
	Class Reading Time:
· Have children practice showing with body language Sarah's quivers of excitement (p.49)
· This is a good chapter for expression
· Follow penciled in discussion points in book.
· Remember that Sarah became a schoolteacher in what was probably the first school in her town.  Reread the final paragraph of the Author's Note at the beginning of the book. 
 
 
Extra Challenge projects suggestions:
· Write about favorite chapter; a 2-3 sentence summary of the chapter and tell why this was a favorite—working alone
· Write an acrostic of Sarah

	

	






Vocabulary Test for Courage of Sarah Noble                                                Name _____________________________
 
	9. palisade
10. timid
11. odor
12. heathen
13. hollowed out 
	14. settlement
15. slope
16. strides
17. tiresome
18. savage


19. Father built a ____________ around their cave dwelling as a protection for the animals, Sarah, and himself.
20. To be _________ means to be shy or a little scared
21. A skunk has a very bad ____________.
22. People who do not know Jesus are called  _____________.
23. For a while Father and Sarah lived in a cave, a little __________ place in the side of the hill
24. A ______ is a small village.
25. Water would easily run down a _______.
26. A person with long legs can take big _________.
27. After Sarah had lived with the Indians for a while, she found the buttons of her old clothes __________ .
28. Sarah's mother (and many other whites) proudly thought of the Indians as being ________ even though many of them were gentle and wise.

	· mortar and pestle
· solemn
· musket
· wilderness
 
	· courage
· raid
· scarlet
· outlandish


29. A ______________ is a place where hardly anyone lives.
30. Sarah's mother thought the Indians wore ___________ clothes.
31. Sarah used their ___________ to grind their corn to cook.
32. Father shot his __________ to scare away the animals.
33. The leaves on the maple trees turned __________ in the fall.
34. There was great fear in the Indian village, fear of a surprise attack called a __________
35. Sarah would often finger her cloak to help herself be brave or to keep up her ____________.
36. Thomas looked very ______________ even when they arrived in their new home.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Vocabulary Study List for The Courage of Sarah Noble                              Name ____________________
37. wilderness – a place where almost no one lives
38. courage – being brave
39. settlement – a small village
40. musket  –  a heavy shoulder gun
41. timid – a little scared
42. heathen  – people who don't know Jesus
43. savage – wild and fierce
44. solemn –  very serious
45. odor  – a smell, can be good or bad
46. slope – a gentle decline like on a hill
47. hollowed out – a space on the inside of something 
48. palisade  – a fence made of stakes
49. mortar and pestle  – something used for grinding corn
50. scarlet  –  a bright red color
51. strides – long steps
52. raid  – a surprise attack
53. tiresome – something that makes you feel impatient and tired
54. outlandish  – totally ridiculous
Note:  outlandish and queer mean pretty much the same thing.
 
 


An extra idea:  Plan a two day poster project
 
· See example in binder or pattern after the Squanto poster
· Must include
· Title of book and author in large letters
· A flow chart of the story—these are the daily summaries they write
· Minimum of eight vocabulary words and one sentence to go with each—could use the horse face from Pulling Together for the vocabulary words.
· Write a paragraph from each individual in the group about a favorite chapter (/a 2-3 sentence summary of the chapter and tell why this was a favorite)
· Names of people in their group
· One-two projects of their choice—encourage creativity.
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