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Forewordto Third Edition

This Bible SurveyCoursewasconceivedby theforerunner
of the Mennonite Commissionfor Christian Education, the
General Sunday School Committee of General Conference.
This committeesensedthe urgencyof teachertraining in the
MennoniteChurchand adopteda plan of actionknown asthe
“ ElementaryTeacherTrainingCourse.” This courseled to the
preparationof Bible surveymanuals, threevolumesof twelve
lessonseach: Old TestamentLaw andHistory, by H. S. Ben¬

der; Old TestamentPoetryand Prophets, by Paul Erb; and
New TestamentStudies, by C. K. Lehman. Thesebooksap¬

pearedin January, 1936.
The Bible Survey Course manualswere well received.

Within four yearsthefirst edition wasexhausted. In Septem¬

ber, 1940, underthe direction of the CommissionSecretaryof
TeacherTrainingthe secondedition appeared. In this edition
a few changeswere madeto makethe materialsmoreadapt¬
able to training classes. A few correctionsof fact were also
included.

TheBible SurveyCoursemanualscontinueto enjoy wide¬

spreaduse. However, changingneedsand requirementshave
led to this third edition. Requirementsfor teacher-training
courseshave beenchangedfrom twelve to ten sessionsof 45
minuteseach. This necessitatedtherearrangementof materials
which resultedin five volumesof ten lessonseach: Old Testa¬
mentStudies: Early History and Law; Old TestamentStud¬
ies: Later History and Poetry; Old TestamentStudies: The
Prophets; NewTestamentStudies: TheGospelsandActs; and
New TestamentStudies: The Epistlesand Revelation.

Thecontenthasremainedmuchthesameexceptfor reor¬
ganization, new studyquestions, additionof maps, andcorrec¬

tions of fact in thelight of morerecentstudiesanddiscoveries.
Therevisionhasbeendoneby C. NormanKrausof Goshen

Collegeunderthedirectionof theChristianEducationDepart¬
ment of the Editorial Division of the Mennonite Publishing
Houseand the CurriculumCommitteeof the MennoniteCom¬

missionfor ChristianEducation.
3



4 BIBLE SURVEY COURSE Unit IV

With the new format and with a renewedemphasisupon
training for Christianservicewe hopethesevolumeswill con¬

tinue to provide the church with a meansto more and better
Bible knowledgeand will preparemenand womento teachthe
inspiredWord of God to His glory.

Paul M. Lederach
Field Secretary
MennoniteCommissionfor Christian

Education



Lesson I

Historical Backgrounds

With Malachi the propheticgift ceased, and not again
until the Baptistappearedin the desertdid a prophetariseto
give messagesto the peopleof God. The signficanceof this
fact will be appreciatedwhen it is seenthat from Mosesto
Malachi therewas not a generationin which therewas not a
prophet in Israel. When we recall that within thesesame
limits of time the booksof the Old Testamentwerewritten, it
becomesclear that the propheticgift is bound up warp and
woof with thegiving of theScriptures. Thepossessionof this
gift wastheproof that God wasgiving a revelationto His peo¬

ple. To the people living during these four centuries the
Scriptures(the Old Testament) were a completedbook. If
they understoodtheir Book, however, theyhad reasonsfor be¬

lieving that in thefullnessof time prophetsshouldagainarise,
especiallythe greatProphetconcerningwhom Mosesand the
prophetswrote.

This doesnot meanthat the yearsbetweenMalachi and
the New Testamentare unimportant. In this period many
developmentstook placewhich changedthe characterof the
Jewishnation. For example, one doesnot read of Pharisees
and Sadduceesin the Old Testament, but they are important
groupsin the time of Jesus. Conceptsconcerningthe resur¬
rection, angels, heaven, andhell which arefamiliar to the read¬

ersof the New Testamentseemto haveundergonea good bit
of developmentduring this inter-testamentperiod. Probably
the most important developmentin belief took place in the
areaof Messianicexpectations. Becauseof this it is important
to spenda lessonreviewingthis period.

II . Political History
During this entire period the Jewswere under the con¬

trol of foreign powerswith the exceptionof the brief time in
which the Maccabeanpriest-kings maintainedindependence.
The Persiansheld control until they were defeatedby Alex¬

anderof Macedonin 334 B.C. During this period the Samar-
5



6 BIBLE SURVEY COURSE Unit IV

itanssetup their worshipat Mount Gerizim which attracteda
greatnumberof priestsandotherJewsfrom Jerusalem. The
rival worship thusestablishedbecamea breachbetweenJew
and Samaritanas is clearly manifest in the New Testament.
John4:9. AlexandertreatedtheJewswith extraordinaryfavor,
but his untimely deathresultedin Palestine’s passingover to
Syrian rule. In 320 B.C. PtolemySoterof Egypt wrestedthe
country from Syriaandheld sway, exceptfor occasionalbrief
periods, until 198 B.C. It was during the period of Egyptian
domination, probablyfrom 250to 150B.C., that theOld Testa¬

ment Scriptureswere translatedfrom the Hebrew into the
Greeklanguage. This translationis known astheSeptuagint,
and becamethe commonly used Bible in Christ’s day. One
reasonfor the differencesbetweenNew Testamentquotations
from theOld Testamentandtheir renderingsin theOld Testa¬

ment is that manyof themarefrom theSeptuagintwhich does
not alwaysagreeexactlywith today’sHebrewtext.

Thecruelty of PtolemyPhilopatordrovetheJewsto seek
the protectionof Antiochusthe Great of Syria, who wrested
Palestinefrom Egypt in 198 B.C. At first the Syrian kings
were well disposedtoward theJewsbut underAntiochusIV
who called himself Epiphanes, meaning“ the Illustrious One
uponEarth,” theJewswerecompelledto undergothegreatest
sufferings and religious insults. In fulfillment of Daniel’s
prophecy(9:27) he plunderedJerusalemand the temple by
meansof every kind of cruelty and profanation, and slew or
enslavedgreat numbersof the inhabitants(170 B.C.). The
Jewscalled him Epimaneswhich meant“ madman.” For three
and a half yearsthe Jewswere altogetherdeprivedof their
civil andreligiousliberties. The daily sacrificewasprohibited,
and upon the great altar of burnt offering a small altar to
JupiterCapitolinuswaserected. The worst desecrationtook
place when a pig was offered upon the great altar. The ob¬

servanceof thelaw wasforbiddenundertheseverestpenalties;
every copy of the sacredwritings which could be seizedwas
burned; and the people were required, under pain of death,
to join in heathenworshipandto eatswine’sflesh. Thuswhen
Christ spoke of the coming abominationof desolation the
disciplesat onceknew what it would bring upon the beloved
city. Matt. 24:15; Luke21:20-24.
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Mattathias, an aged priest living in the hill country of
Judah, refusedto obey the ordersof Antiochusand with his
five sonsraisedthestandardof revolt. His most notableson,
JudasMaccabaeus, led a successfulguerrillacampaignagainst
theSyrianforces. After severalyearsof fighting, herecaptured
Jerusalem, purified the temple, and restoredthe sacrifice. He
institutedthe Feastof Dedicationto commemoratethiscleans¬
ing of thetemple. Thehistoryof thesmall independentJewish
stateis complexand we neednot go into it in detail. It was
during this period, however, that changeswere made in the
office and duty of the high priest. This explainswhy he did
not hold office for life during the time of Jesusas he had in
Old Testamenttimes. It was during this time also that the
PhariseesandSadduceesbecamedistinct religiousandcultural
groups.

The independencethus gained lasteduntil Pompeytook
Jerusalemin 63 B.C. From this time on throughouttheentire
periodof New Testamenthistory Palestinewas underRoman
control. In 40 B.C. the RomanSenateappointedHerod king
of Palestine. He wasan exceedinglywicked man but at the
sametime highly talented. In 18 B.C., in order to gain the
favor of theJews, hebeganto rebuild thetemple. In theearly
part of Christ’s ministry, this templehad alreadybeen“ forty
and six years. . . in building” (John2:20), and was not com¬

pleted till A.D. 64. This is the Herod who slaughteredthe
babesof Bethlehem, from which atrocitiesJosephand Mary
escapedwith theinfantJesus. Heroddied duringtheir sojourn
in Egypt.

At thedeathof Herod theGreat, thekingdomwasdivided
amonghis sons. Archelauswasgiven Judea, and Herod Anti-
pas was madeking in Galilee. This is the Herod who com¬

mandedJohntheBaptistto be put to death. Archelauswasso
cruel and unjust that the Roman governmentremoved him.
From A.D. 6 on to the fall of Jerusalemin A.D. 70 Judea
(includingSamaria) wasruled by governorscalledprocurators
whoweredirectly responsibleto Caesar. Pilatewasthefifth of
theseprocurators. The bad administrationof theseofficials
kept the people in constantdiscontent. The land was over-
populatedand therewasa growing food shortage; further, the
taxes were extremely heavy and unfair. The tax collectors
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(publicans) were hatedand were considereddisloyal to their
country. Therewasgreatdisparity betweenthe rich and the
poor, and in somecasesthe poor werepracticallyslavesof the
rich. Men like Judasthe Galileanclaimedto be political mes-
siahsandled revoltsagainstRome. Onecansensein thepages
of theNew Testamenthow tensethesituationwas. In A.D. 66
openwarfarebrokeout which rageduntil thefall of Jerusalem.

This history shows how sadly the Jews were mistaken
when they arguedwith Christ that they “ were neverin bond¬

ageto any man” (John8:33). It alsohelpsus to understanda
little more clearly the subduedpassionsof the Jews, who
ordinarily did not risk to give expressionto their feelings
before the Roman authorities. However, these suppressed
feelingsbrokeforth at timesand eventuallyled to one of the
most horrible wars of history.

The origin of the Sanhedrinis not completelyclear, but
the term itself, which is a Greekword meaningsenate, prob¬

ably cameinto useduring the time whenJudahwas an inde¬

pendentstate. In the New Testamentera the Sanhedrinwas
controlled by the high priest who belongedto the Sadducaic
party, but most of its memberswerePharisees. It functioned
asa judicial andadministrativebody in the areaof religious
regulations, and under the procuratorsit exercisedextensive
political as well as religious authority in local affairs.
III . ReligiousHistory

The troublouspolitical history was the outgrowth of a
weakenedspiritual conditionamongtheJews. With no proph¬

etsin their midst, genuinespirituality wasat a low ebb.
Possiblythe most outstandingreligious effect of the cap¬

tivity wasthefact that thenationwaspurgedof its idolatrous
worship. Before their deportationto Babylon, in spite of all
the efforts of fearlessprophetsand good kings, the people
drifted from the worshipof the trueand living God to that of
idols madeof wood and stone. Possibly, on accountof their
beingdeprivedof the templeandits worship, and theobserva¬
tion of the degradingheathenpracticesof the Babylonians
theywereled to recognizetheir sin. Whateverwasthecause,
from this timeon therewasno tendencyto idolatry.

1. Hellenismand the Riseof the PharisaicParty. New reli -
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gious perils arose, however. Alexander had spreadGrecian
cultureandreligion far andwide in his conquestof the Persian
empire. The fusion of Grecianand Asian culture which fol ¬

lowed wascalled Hellenism, and was essentiallymaterialistic
and secularisticfrom the Jewishpoint of view. Great stress
was laid on the glory of man, the cultivation of his body and
mind. Egypt was dominatedby this culture, and it was only
naturalthat shewould try to spreadher own idealsand con¬

ceptsinto her territories. Throughher economicand political
contactsshesoughtto HellenizeJudea. ThenunderAntiochus
IV , the Syrian despot, this policy of peacefulinfiltration was
changedto one of forceful aggression. During this period,
manyJewschangedtheir namessothat they would beGrecian
in form. One of the high priests, for example, called himself
Jason. Gymnasiumswere built in Judeaand the young men
from wealthy families trainedthemselvesin the Greeksports.
Greek dramaand architecturebecamepopular. All this pre¬

senteda real threatto the purity of the Jewishreligion, and it
wasin protestagainstthis that the Pharisaicpartyhad its rise.
In its very earlieststagesit wasa protestof the commonpeo¬

ple againstthis culturaland religiousadaptationof theoppres¬
sive aristocracy.

Thew'ord̂ Pharisee” itself probablymeantSeparatist, and
representeda legitimatereactionagainstwhat we todaywould
call worldliness. But over the yearsthe Phariseesbecamea
proud, legalistic, and self-righteousgroupof nationalists. In¬

deed, in the New Testamentonefinds very little that is praise¬
worthy in this group. In The Cyclopedic Handbookto the
Bible the following characterizationof the Phariseesis given:

“Separatenesswasin truth essentialto the Pharisaicideal
of the religiouslife. The law asexpoundedby the scribeswas
so elaborate, that to keep it perfectly was beyond the power
of theaverageJew. ThePhariseeswerethemenwho gathered
around the scribes, acceptedtheir teaching, and madeit the
chief businessof their lives to reduceit to practice. ‘ It was,’
saysDean Stanley, ‘a matterboth of principle and policy to
multiply theexternalsignsby which they were distinguished
from theGentileworld or from thoseof their own countrymen
who approachedtowards it. Tasselson their dress; scrolls
andsmall leatherboxesfastenedon forehead, head, and neck,
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inscribedwith textsof the law; long prayersoffered as they
stood in public places; rigorousabstinence; constantimmer¬
sions—these were the sacramentalbadges by which they
hedgedthemselvesround.’ Yet it must not be supposedthat
the thoughtsand lives of the Phariseeswere wholly devoted
to externalordinances. It is importantto rememberthat they
did much to keepalive expectationof theapproachingcoming
of the Messiah; that they'emphasized, if they often distorted,
the truth that* God would reward obedienceto the law, anj
comforted those who suffered in its vindication with the
assuranceof the recompenseof the life eternal, while they
warnedthe wicked of an eternity of retribution jn the life to
come. Of all the Jewishsects, the Pharisees, though not the
most numerous, were the most prominent, the most popular,
and themost truly nationalin spirit. Patriotismwasthe point
from which theystarted; therestorationof thedivine rule was
their object, but sincePharisaismdid not measuremen by the
heart, but only by external performance, it was sternly de¬

nouncedby our Lord, and amongstits exponentswere His
bitterestenemies.”

2. TheSadducees. Thegreatrival party of the Pharisees
was the Sadducees. They took a much more tolerant atti¬
tude toward Hellenisticculture. They claimed to be the true
righteousonesand laid more stresson the moral than on the
ceremoniallaw. They poked fun at the Phariseessayingthat
they would cleansethe sun if they could. The Cyclopedic
Handbook commentsas follows regarding the Sadducees:
“They denied the authority of tradition, and regardedwith
suspicionall revelationsmadelaterthanMoses. Theyobjected
to all developmentof divine truth, evenof such truth aswas
plainly implied in thePentateuch, sothat theyoften misunder¬
stoodthevery bookstheyprofessedto receive. On thisground
they denied the doctrinesof the resurrectionand the immor-

an spirits o the Messianichope they were profoundly
indifferent. The Sadduceeswere mostly personsof high posi¬
tion and wealth.”

3. The Scribes. We wish also to mention the scribes,
whoconstituteda learnedprofession̂andnot a sect, andwhose
duty it wasto copyandexplamThelaw. Slavishdependence
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on precedentand authority was the characteristicof their
teaching; hencethe markedcontrastbetweentheir teaching
and that of our Lord” (CyclopedicHandbookto the Bible).
Religiously they favored the Pharisees, though all sectshad
their friends in the profession.

4. The Dispersion. There were more Jews living out¬
side of Palestinefhan in Palestine. Many had remainedin
Babylon. Many thousandsof othershad migratedto Egypt,
Greece, Asia Minor, and Italy for onereasonor another. The
colonies in Babylon were old and prosperous. They had a
long and scholarlytradition, and in many respectswere con¬

sideredsociallyandculturallyequalwith the PalestinianJews.
But the great dispersioninto the West—Alexandria, Rome,
Corinth, Antioch, Tarsus, etc.—was looked down upon as
inferior to the “ Hebrews.” Most of the Jewsin the western
dispersionspokeGreek rather than Aramaic. They used the
Greek translationof the Old Testamentin their synagogues.
But it was theseJewsin the westernpart of the empirethat
had a greatdeal to do with the spreadof Christianity. Paul
himself was from one of the great cities of Asia Minor, and
Apollos, the great evangelist, was a Jewish Christian from
Alexandria in Egypt. It was a large group of thesepeople
who heard“everyonein his own tongue” on the day of Pente¬
cost. And the books of Jamesand I Peterare addressedto
“ the dispersion.”

5. TheSynagogue. Closelyassociatedwith thescribes, as
an institution of instructionof the peoplein the law, was the
synagogue. It seemsto havehad its origin in the time of the
Babyloniancaptivity when theJewsweredeprivedof worsjnp
at the temple. After the exile, however, synagoguessprang
up everywhere. Wherevertenheadsof familiescould befound,
a synagoguewould be established. The syna ogueswere not
designedto be places~o£sacrifice "

Jerusalemwith its magnificenttempleremainedthe throbbing
heartof Judaism. Every year thousandsof pilgrims thronged
its sacredprecinctsto keep the sacredfeastsand sacrifice to
Jehovah.

6. TheTorahor Law. So much is said about the law in
theGospelsandin theepIStlesthat we do well to examinethe
historical backgroundof this term. The Torah or law, of
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course, referredfirst of all to the Pentateuchor the law of
Moses. However, the rabbis had built up an elaborateinter¬
pretation of the written law which they claimed had been
handeddown from Moseshimself in an oral tradition. This
oral law is referredto in the Gospelsas“ the tradition of the
elders.” The Phariseeslaid great stressupon the oral law,
sometimesexalting it above the written law. Actually the
oral tradition is the productof BabylonianJewishrabbisand
is anattemptto adaptandapply the Mosaiccodeto the many
newconditionswhich theJewsfacedin their newenvironment.
For example, the rabbis tried to define what work on the
Sabbathmeant. In this caseas in many othersthey went to
suchabsurdlengthswith their legalitiesthat theyevenrefused
to allow a good deedsuchashealingon the Sabbath.

When Paul usesthe term “ law” in his epistles, he often
hasthis legalistic, pharisaicalinterpretationof thelaw in mind.
He saw that many of the Jewswere trusting in their own
ability to keep the six hundredplus commandmentsof the
oral tradition for salvation. It is this law he refers to in
Philippians3 when he says, “. . . as to righteousnessunder
the law [ I was] blameless.”

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. What is the significanceof the fact that for four hundred
yearstherewasno prophetamongtheJews?

2. Namethe countriesto which the Jewswere subjectfrom
the time of the returnfrom captivity to the birth of Christ.

3. What important translation of the Old Testamentwas
madeduring this period? From what languageand into
what languagewas this translationmade?

4. Describethe awful periodof AntiochusEpiphanes’ reign.
5. Nameonegood act and one evil of King Herod.
6. What wasprobably the most outstandingreligious effect

of the Babyloniancaptivity upon the Jews?
7. Describethe Pharisees, noting their generalattitude to¬

ward religion andstatingsomeof the peculiaritiesof this
sect.
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8. Who were the Sadducees? How did they differ from the
Pharisees?

9. When did the synagoguesarise, and what was their
purpose?

10. What is the relation of theTorah and the tradition of the
elders?
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Lesson II

How the New TestamentWas Formed
I . Introduction

Our English word "testament” representsthe Latin word
testamentum which in turn is a translation of the Greek
diatheke. Diathekemeanscovenantor agreement. In this case
it is a covenantbetweenGod and man, and the New Covenant
in Christ supersedesthe Old Covenant which was given
through Moses. However, the New Testamentstandsin the
closest relationshipto the Old. Jesussaid that He had not
cometo destroy, but to fulfill the Old Covenant. He gaveus
its true interpretation, completedits meaning, andfulfilled its
promises.

II . The New Prophetic Period. From John the Bap¬

tist to the Death of the ApostleJohn
With the Baptist begana new line of prophetsor, as we

might put it, thepropheticline which wasbrokenwith Malachi
wasagainresumedin the forerunnerof the Christ. Concern¬
ing his office, Christ said, “ Among those that are born of
womenthereis not a greaterprophetthanJohn” (Luke 7:28).
“ For all theprophetsand the law prophesieduntil John. And
if ye will receive it , this is Elias, which was for to come”
(Matt. 11:13, 14). "Elias is comealready, and they knew him
not” (Matt. 17:12). ThusChrist not only placestheBaptist in
the classof the Old Testamentprophets, but as the greatest
amongthem. This reappearanceof thepropheticgift prepared
thepeopleto believethatGod wasaboutto give a new, written
revelationwhich shouldtakeits placewith theold asan infalli ¬

ble and authoritativestandard.
In JesusChrist “ the propheticoffice reachedits highest

stageof development, asHe stoodin a more intimaterelation
than any other being to His heavenlyFatherand spokeHis
Word entirely at all times.” He Himself claimed to be the
prophetconcerningwhom Moseswrote in the law. He was
designedand appointedby the Father. His intimate knowl-

15
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edgeof God, the qualitiesof His teaching, and His authority—theseall peculiarly fitted Christ to be the Revealerof God.
In the New Testamentchurch prophetswerealsofound.

Thus Agabuson two occasionsprophesiedrespectivelycon¬

cerning a coming famine and of the sufferings that would
befall Paulin Jerusalem. In the churchat Antioch therewere
certain prophetsand teachersthrough whom the missionary
laborsof Paul and Barnabaswere instigated. The daughters
of Philip possessedthegift of prophecy. Paulhimself had this
gift, and makesmention of it in his epistles.

It doesnot surpriseus then, that, whena new body of in¬

spiredwritings appeared, therewasno problemon the part of
the early Christiansto receiveand acceptthem as being in
every senseScripturegiven by inspirationof God as was the
Old Testament. Whenwe passfrom theageof theapostlesto
that immediatelysucceedingit , we find that thechurchexperi¬
enced little difficulty in distinguishingbetweenthe inspired
and authoritativewritings of the New Testament, on the one
hand, and thoseof other Christianwriters, whoseproductions
wereprofitableandinstructive, yet not infallible andauthorita¬

tive. The churchwas consciousthat the propheticgift in its
technicalsensehadceasedat thecloseof theapostolicperiod.

III . GeneralSurveyof the Period
As contrastedwith the time coveredby the Old Testa¬

mentbookstheNewTestamenterawasvery brief. Theformer
covereda periodof history measuringthousandsof yearsand
a period of writing extendingabout eight hundredyears (a
thousandif the Exodusis to bedated1440B.C.), while the his¬

tory and period of writing in the New Testamentis confined
to asinglecentury, thegreaterpart havingbeenwritten within
two decades.

Thehistoryof theperiodnaturallyfalls into two divisions:
(1) the life of Christ; (2) thefoundingandearly expansionof
thechurch. Concerningthe first thegreaterpart of the record
is concernedwith the brief period of the three-year ministry
of Christ, one third of the accountbeing occupiedwith our
Saviour’s passion.

The seconddivision easily falls into two parts. The first
dealswith the accountof the founding of the church in Jeru-
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salem, Judea, and Samaria; the second, with the record of
Paul’s missionarylabors.

It shouldbe notedthat the time of thewriting of the New
Testamentbooks, with the exceptionof the books of John,
falls into the last-namedsubdivision, the time of Paul’s mis¬

sionarylabors. This meansthat thegreatfundamentalevents
of New Testamenthistory, suchasthe incarnation, death, and
resurrectionof Christ, and the outpouringof God the Holy
Spirit, occurredbefore the books were written. This order,
that is, the great supernaturalworkings of God in history
precedingthe explanationof them in written records, is very
significant. God first actsin supernaturalinterventionsin his¬

tory and then He speaks, interpretingtheseevents.

IV . TheAppearanceof the NewTestamentLiterature
Theorder of the booksin the New Testamentis not that

in which they were written. It would be advantageousto a
thoroughstudyof the New Testamentto takeup the booksin
the order of their appearance. This proceduremay not be
advisablein this course, but thelessonsto begainedby sucha
methodshould not be ignored.

In the table on the following page, the books of the
NewTestamentarearrangedin chronologicalorder. With this
table beforeyou, note what it suggestsas to the relationsof
thebooksoneto another. Thewritings of Paulareprominent
throughoutnearly the entire list. When Paul passesout of
view at the close of the seventhdecade, John fills the time
to the end of the century.

With referenceto the groupingof the books, observethe
first light of theearlydawnof New Testamentliteraturein the
Epistleof James. The atmosphereof this letter is that of the
early daysof the church. Following the Epistleof Jamesis a
longseriesof Paul’s epistles—from Thessaloniansto Romans.
The first Gospelsappearat the beginning of the seventh
decade. Eventsin the church, such as the imprisonmentof
Paul, as well as the contentsof thesebooks, seemto justify
classifyingthis group of booksas belongingto the period of
beginnings.

What may becalled thecentralperiodof New Testament
literature is now introducedwith the central body of Paul’s

t
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epistlesfollowed by a sequenceof historiesandepistlesdeeply
imbued (with the exceptionof Jude) with the Paulinespirit.

With First Timothy theclosingperiod of New Testament
booksis begun, havingthecommonfeatureof beingtheleave-
taking of the apostlesfrom the church. Thesewritings form
the legacyof Paul, of Peter, and of John, respectively, to the
church.

A closerstudy will reveal lines of developmentrunning
throughthesequenceof writings. Hereinlies oneof the chief
valuesof the table. Thefirst perioddealswith the problemsof
the primitive faith, when the church wasgrapplingwith the
perplexingquestionsrelating to the transition from Judaism
to Christianity. With the foundationslaid, the secondperiod
advancesto the weightier problemsof the doctrinesof the
personof Christ and His relation to the church. An account

Book Year| Period Literature 1 Church 1
James
I Thessalonians
II Thessalonians
Galatians
I Corinthians
II Corinthians
Romans

45
52
53
57
57
57
58

Dawn

First
Pauline
Period

The
Beginnings

of
Apostolic
Literature

The
Founding

of
the

Church 1
Matthew
Luke

c6'J| First
c60' Gosnels

Colossians
Ephesians
Philemon
Philionians

621 Central
62 Pauline
62 Period
631

The
Central
Period

of
Apostolic
Literature

The
Establishing

of
the

Church
Acts
Hebrews
I Peter
Jude

c63|
c64
c64(
c66l

I Timothy
Titus
II Timothv

c66
67
67

Paul's
Legacy

1
1

The | The 1
Closing | Leaving

of I of
Apostolic 1 the
Literature 1 Church

1
1
1 1

II Peter
Mark

68
c68

Peter’s
Leeacv

John
I John
II John
III John
Revelation

c90]
c90| John’s
c90! Legacy
c90|
c96!

“c” standsfor “about” or the approximatedate. Hardly any of the re¬

maining datesareabsolutelyfixed. —Adapted.
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of the history of the church is in order after the foundations
aresecurelylaid. Thelast period is markedby writings which
recognizethat the churchis aboutto be bereft of her inspired
leadership. Both Paul and Peter recognizethat their end is
near, while John writes out of the mature viewpoint of ad¬

vancedyears. His is the Gospel of the Spirit. The epistles
breatheanatmosphereof loveandassurance, while theRevela¬

tion uncoversto glad eyes the course of the great conflict
throughtime until Christ putsall enemiesunderHis feet and
the glories of the final victory are seen. “ Only with theseis
the depositof faith madecomplete, the basisof hope impreg¬

nable, and the revelationof God’s love perfect.”
V. The Languageof the New Testament

In the fourth century B.C. Alexander the Great from
Macedoniamadeconquestof the world from Greeceto India.
Alexanderhad beentrained in the Greekculture by thegreat
philosopher, Aristotle, and ashe conqueredthe nationsof the
NearEast, heintroducedtheGreeklanguageandculture. Thus
Greekbecamea “ universallanguage” andwasspokenin every
country alongsideof the local dialects. When the Romansin
turn conqueredthe world, they used the Greek languagealso
except in the official work of the government. In Palestine
whereJesusgrewto manhoodthelocal languagewasAramaic,
a languageakin to Hebrew. This explainswhy they wrote the
inscriptionon thecrossin Latin, Greek, andAramaic.

AlthoughJesuslikely knew theGreek, His mothertongue
was Aramaic, and it was in Aramaic, not Greek, that He
preachedand taught. But the New Testamentwriters did
not usethe local languageof Palestinewhen theywrote. They
usedthe commonlanguageof the peopleall over the empire.
Most if not all thedocumentsincluded in our New Testament
were written outsideof Palestineand were meantfor a more
cosmopolitanaudience. This shift from Aramaic to Greek
accountsfor words like “Talitha cumi” (Mark 5:41) and the
wordsof Jesusfrom the cross(Matt. 27:46). In eachof these
casestheauthorsquotethe wordsof JesusasHe spokethem
and then give the interpretationor translationinto Greek.
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VI. The Text of the New Testament
You have probably wondered if we actually have the

original writings of the New Testamenttoday. If onegoesto
Washington, D.C., he can seein the Library of Congressthe
original draft of the Declarationof Independence. Doesany¬

one havePaul’s original draft of the Book of Romans, or any
otherbook? Theansweris no. Theseletterswerewritten on
a paperlikesubstancecalled papyrus, and they havelong ago
been lost. We haveonly copiesof the originals. There are
actually many thousandsof the copies, but the very earliest
onesdo not go backbeyondA.D. 350. It is possible, however,
to know almostfor certainwhat theoriginalssaid by making
a careful, scientific study of all the copies. We can be sure
that we truly havethe Word of God today.

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. What doesthe word “ testament” mean?
2. Nameseveralof the New Testamentprophets.
3; DescribeChrist’s work as a prophet.
4. What did the new propheticperiod preparethe peopleof

God for receiving?
5. Into what two periodsdoesNew Testamenthistory divide

itself ? Give the two divisions of the secondperiod.
6. What lessonshaveyou gleanedfrom the tableshowingthe

periodsof New Testamentliterature?
7. How can we tell that JesusspokeAramaic?
8. Explain why the New Testamentwas written in Greek.
9. How old are the earliestcopiesof the New Testament?
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The Fourfold Gospeland Treatment of
The GospelAccording to Matthew

I . The Fourfold Gospel
TheNew Testamentopenswith a fourfold accountof the

life of our Lord JesusChrist. In theoldestmanuscriptsof the
Greek New Testamentnow in existencetherewas a general
heading, The Gospel, beforethe four records, while the sepa¬
rateheadingsto eachran Accordingto Matthew, Accordingto
Mark, etc. This fact suggeststhenecessityof thefour accounts
to a full knowledgeof the earthly life of our Lord. Thereis
only oneGospel, but therearefour accountsof this Gospel.

The word translated“ Gospel” means“good tidings,” or
“good news.” It is the good tidings of JesusChrist, the Son
of God, asMark put it. Mark 1:1. The studentin the reading
of the Gospel recordsshould never allow this all-absorbing
thoughtof “good tidings” to fall into the background.

Dr. Griffith Thomas has set forth very beautifully the
fourfold natureof the Gospel record. He says: “ There are
four recordswith one purpose, and four picturesof the one
Personwith four methodsof recording impressionsof that
Person. Matthewmay be saidto demonstrate, Mark to depict,

uke to declare, Johnto describe. Matthewis concernedwith
the cjpnung of a promisTcTSaviour, Mark with the life of a
owerful Saviour. Luke with the graceof a perfectSaviour,

Johnwith the possessionof a personalSaviour. It is probable
that no single Gospel could have set forth the fullness and
glory of our Lord’s personand work.”

EachGospelhasa centralthemeor centralpurpose.
thew writes of Christ’s Messiahshi. Mark is occupiedwith
C rist as the Servant. Luke wit the man Christ Tesus. and
Johnwith the God who wasmanifestin the flesh. This state¬

mentdoesnot meanthat anyoneof the writersdoesnot com¬

prehendthe central themesof the others. In no senseis any
oneof theseaccountsone-sidedor defective.

21



22 BIBLE SURVEY COURSE Unit IV

Thedistinctivepurposeof eachGospelis quite in harmony
with the testimonyof tradition that Matthew wrote his Gos¬

pel for theJews; Mark, for theRomans; Luke, for theGreeks;
andJohn, for Christiansin general.

II . The SynopticView of Christ Comparedwith That
of the Gospelof John
It is evidentupona little investigationthat thefour Gos¬

pels separateinto threeand one. The Gospelof Johnstands
alone. “The writer’s purposeis not to tell the story of the
earthly life of Jesus; it is to interpretHim as‘ the Christ, the
Son of God’ (John20:31). The discoursesexpoundHis rela¬

tion to the Fatherand His mission to mankind. In place of
teachingby parableand crisp, direct sayings, which all could
understand, we find long discourses, mystical in character,
andexpoundingtheabstractideasof life, light, witness, truth,
and glory. Familiarity with the factsand personsof the first
threeGospelsis constantlyassumed, and hereand there the
narrativescoincide; but for the most part the incidentsare
new, selectedfor the writer’s didactic purpose.”*

An examinationof the first threeGospelsrevealsa com¬

mon plan in contrastto John’s altogetherdifferent treatment.
On this accountthey areknown astheSynopticGospels, that
is, Gospelshaving a common view. Let us note first the
resemblances: (1) A common plan ( infancy; the forerunner,
baptism, and temptation; ministry in Galilee; passion). (2)
A commonselectionof incidents. If we divide thesubstanceof
the synopticsinto89 sections, we find that

Of thesethereare:
Commonto all three 42
Commonto Matthewand Mark 12
Common to Mark and Luke 5
Commonto Matthewand Luke 14
Peculiar to Matthew 5
Peculiarto Mark 2
Peculiarto Luke 9

89
* Angus-Green, The CyclopedicHandbook to the Bible, p. 628.



LessonIII MATTHEW 23

(3) Similar groups of scenes. For instance, the death of
John the Baptist is introduced parenthetically by all three to
explain Herod’s terror . (4) Verbal agreements, not only in
sayingsof Jesus, which might be due to tradition , but also in
narrative passages. A splendid typical caseis found in Matt .
9:2-8 and its parallels Mark 2:3-12 and Luke 5 :18-26.

Observe then the differences: ( 1) Accounts of different
events—about 16. (2) Differences in several accounts of the
same events. For examples, the order of the temptations in
Matthew and in Luke, the blind men at Jericho. (3) Verbal
differences.*

The GospelAccording to Matthew
Author.—Matthew, one of the twelve apostles. Before becominga dis¬

ciple, he was a publican or collector of customsat the important
commercialcenterof Capernaum. In Mark 2:14 and Luke 5:27 he is
called Levi, the name probably used before he becamea disciple.
The only incidents related of him concern his call and the feast
which Jesusattended.

Destination.—The Jews.
Date.—BetweenA.D. 60 and70. It seemsclear that it waswritten before

the fall of Jerusalem.
Themeand Purpose.—Jesusis the Messiah. “The great object of the

apostlewas to prove to Jewishreaders, that the Messianicprophe¬
ciesof the Old Testamentreceivedtheir accomplishmentin Jesusof
Nazareth: to demonstratethat Jesushad shownHimself by His doc¬

trine and His deedsto be the seedof David, the Messiah long ex¬

pectedby the Jewishnation.” ** The book thus becomesan exposi¬
tion of the personand work of the Messiah, and of the kingdom He
cameto establish.

Divisions (for generalview and memory work)
I. Descent, Birth, and Infancy of Jesus, 1, 2,

II. Beginningof His MessianicWork, 3:1—4:11.
III . The Galilean Ministry, 4:12—15:20.
IV. Christ’s Retirementfrom Galilee, 15:21—18:35.
V. His Work in Pereaand Judea, 19:1—20:34.

VI . His Work in Jerusalem, 21:1—25:46.
VII . His Passion, 26:1—28:20.
Outline (1:1—15:20, for referenceand study)

I. Descent, Birth, and Infancy of Jesus, 1, 2.
II . Introduction to the MessianicWork of Jesus, 3:1—1. The work of John the Baptist, 3:1-12.

2. The baptismand temptationof Jesus, 3:13—4:11.
• Adapted from Vollmer, The ModemStudent' s Life of Christ, pp. 40, 41.
* * Davidson, Introduction to the New Testament, 1st Ed., p. 3.
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III . The Galilean Ministry of Christ, 4:12—15:20.
1. Openingof the work in Galilee, 4:12-25.
2. TheSermonon the Mount, 5—7.
3. Works of healing, 8:1—9:34.
4. Themissionof theapostles, 9:35—10:42.
5. Messageof Johnthe BaptistandJesus’ testimonyto John, 11:1-

30.
6. Theoppositionof thePharisees, 12.
7. The parablesof the kingdom, and the secondrejectionat Naz¬

areth, 13.
8. Thedeathof the Baptist, 14:1-12.
9. Feedingof the five thousand, 14:13-21.

10. Jesusretiring for prayer, and walking on water, 14:22-36.
11. The discourseson traditions, 15:1-20.

1. The Descent, Birth, and Infancy of Jesus, 1, 2. The
genealogiesbearstrongtestimonyto the Messianicpurposeof
the book. By linking Jesuswith David and Abraham, strong
proof is given that He is the Christ of prophecy.

Theaccountof the birth of Christ not only makesit clear
thatHe is without humanfatherbut alsothatHe is theSon of
God. It is worth while to noticethat the writer takespainsto
safeguardthemoralcharacterof bothJosephandMary so that
no shadowis castover thenatureof His birth. In a very brief
but fundamentalway His mission is set forth in His name,
Jesus; “ for he shall savehis peoplefrom their sins.”

In the visit of the Wise Men we seethe homagepaid by
Gentilesto Israel’s King and their longing to appropriatethe
blessingthat He can bestow.

2. Introductionto theMessianicWork of Jesus, 3:1—4:11.
The forerunnerof Christ appearedin the personof the Bap¬

tist. He declaredthat repentance, not birth, is theprerequisite
to entranceinto the kingdom. The author is careful to link
John’swork with Isaiah’s prophecyconcerningit so that Israel
would know that their King had come. Johnstatedthat the
Messiah would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
Obedient to every demandof the law, Jesuswas baptized.
Very significant were the descentof the Holy Spirit upon
Christ and the wordsfrom heaven, “This is my belovedSon,
in whom I am well pleased.” The sonshipof Jesuswas thus
unmistakablymade clear by the Voice from heaven.

Jesus, the man, and new head of the race, must pass
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through the sameprobation that was enduredby our first
parents. The threefold temptation tested Jesusas to His
obedience, faith, and patience, respectively. Especiallyin the
last temptationdoesthedevil’s ultimatepurposebecomeclear.
He would haveJesusbecomeSatan’s Messiahand thusdefeat
God’s plan of redemption.

3. The Galilean Ministry of Christ, 4:12—15:20. The
choiceof disciplesis the first steptoward the organizationof
the kingdom of heaven. We gain the impression that its
extensionwill not be throughcompulsionbut throughvolun¬

tary discipleship.
TheSermonon theMount hasbeencalled theconstitution

of the kingdom. Study closely the following outline of this
greatdiscourse:

Outlineof theSermonon theMount

Theme: THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: ITS SUBJECTS,
LAWS, AND PRINCIPLESOF CONDUCT.

I. The Subjectsof the Kingdom of Heaven(5:3-16).
1. Their characterand privileges (vv. 3-12).
2. Their missionin theworld (vv. 13-16).

II. The Relationof Christ’s Law to the Old TestamentLaw
(5:17-48).

1. Christ’s law, thefulfillment of theold law (vv. 17-20).
2. Christ’s law inward and spiritual; illustrated by the

laws regarding murder, adultery, marriage, oaths,
nonresistance, and neighborliness(vv. 21-48).

III . The Righteousnessof the Kingdom (6:1—7:12).
1. Thegeneralprinciple—to beseenof God, not of men

(6:1). Illustrated in almsgiving, prayer, and fasting
(vv. 2-18).

2. Right conducttowardGod (vv. 19-34).
a. Servingboth God and mammonimpossible(w.

19-24).
b. TrustingGodfor all neededthingsa duty (vv. 25-

34).
3. Right conduct toward men (7:1-12).

a. Harsh judgmentsrebuked(vv. 1-6).
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b. Wisdom to judgearight obtainedby prayer(vv.
7-11).

c. Summary of right conduct toward men, the
golden rule (v. 12).

IV. Admonitionsto Membersof the Kingdom (7:13-27).
1. To walk in the narrow way (vv. 13, 14).
2. Not to bedeceivedby falseteachers(vv. 15-20).
3. To build on the rock of obedienceto Christ (vv. 21-

27).*
Inasmuchas the church is the visible assemblyof the

kingdom©f heaventhissermoncontainsmanyfoundationprin¬

ciples of the church. This exposesthe error of the view that
referstheapplicationof this sermonto a futureageinsteadof
the present. In contrastwith the old law Christ’s law is writ¬

ten in the heart. Oneby oneChrist overturnsfalse interpreta¬
tions of the law and establishesHis perfect law. His law re¬

quires perfectionas the standardfor human attainment. It
condemnsnot only sinful actsbut alsoevil thoughtsand mo¬

tives. Theincisivewordsof our Lord speakof two roadsonly,
the broadand the narrow; but the tragedyis found in the fact
that only a few find life.**

In the graphic illustration of the two foundationsChrist
placestheresponsibilityfor failure to besavedplainly uponthe
hearerof His words. It is possiblefor one to hearHis words
andnot to do them. Thespiritualstateof suchis like the man
whobuilt his houseupon thesandwhich, whentherain, floods,
andwinds workedtheir devastations, fell in utter ruin.

Israel’s Messiahis not only the Teacher; He is also the
Healer(chapters8, 9). In themiraclesof healing, bodily cures
are typical of spiritual cures. Each incident of healing is a
story of the developmentof faith in Jesus. He leadsthosein
needto put their trust in Him. Thedisciples’ faith is increased,
too, as they see even the winds and the sea obeying Him.
That this world is the sceneof a spiritual conflict is forcibly
taughtin Jesus’ encounterswith demons. ThePhariseesstum¬

bled at the work of Christ, not being willing to believe His
credentialsto Deity. Christ gives sufficient answerto their
unwarrantedcharge(9:5, 6). He touchesa sorespot in Phari-

• Adapted from Vollmer, The ModemStudent' s Life of Christ, pp. 118, 119.
• • Seealso LessonVIII , “The TeachingMinistry of Jesus.”
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saicethicswhenHe tells themto studythemeaningof , “ I will
havemercy, andnot sacrifice.” If JesushadnarrowedHimself
down to thePharisaicalinterpretationof the law, no doubtthe
Phariseeswould havebeenwilling to receiveHim ; but when
He put His teachinginto new forms, and by so doing ignored
their traditions, they rejectedHim (9:16, 17).

It is noteworthythat the mission of the apostlesat this
time (10:5, 6) was not to the Gentilesor Samaritans, but to
the lost sheepof the houseof Israel. This command, coupled
with the message, “The kingdom of heavenis at hand,” and
the authority “ to heal the sick, cleansethe lepers, raise the
dead, castout devils,” indicateclearly that this period wasthe
time of God’s visitation of Israel. The treatmentthey could
expectat the handsof their fellow countrymenwould prove
thetruth of whatChristsaidon a lateroccasion, “Thou knew-
estnot thetime of thy visitation” (Luke 19:44). The kingdom
wasoffered to them here, but, alas, they did not receiveit.

The differencesbetweenJesusand the Phariseeslead to
intenseconflict (11-15). The longseclusionof the Baptist, and
the failure of Christ to bring immediate judgment upon His
enemiesand to establisha temporalkingdom, causeproblems
to loom up in his mind. “ Art thou he that shouldcome, or do
we look for another?” JesusgentlyshowsHis forerunnerthat
His conductcorrespondsexactlywith propheticdescriptionsof
His work, suchasIsa. 29:18; 35: 4-6; 42:7. To the multitudes,
on theotherhand, Jesusdeclares, “ If ye will receiveit, this is
Elias, which wasfor to come,” and by thesewordsmakesclaim
to thefulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy(Mai. 4:5). Soblinded
do the Phariseesbecomein their unbelief that they accuse
Christ of castingout devils by Beelzebub, the princeof devils.
Christ showshow ridiculousit is to think of Satancastingout
Satan, and assertsthe true explanationof His work. The
fact that devils are being castout is proof that the kingdom
of God is comeunto them. He had bound the strongman of
the house, the devil, so He can spoil his house. In this lan¬

guagethereseemsto be a referenceto Christ’s conflict with
thedevil in the temptation. Onesupremesign, His own death
and resurrection, was to be given to that generation, and on
accountof this sign the men of Ninevehand the Queenof the
South will condemnit.
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This unbelief on the part of the Phariseesbecomesthe
occasionfor Christ to introducea new methodof teaching, one
designedto revealto believersthemysteriesof thekingdomof
heaven, but to thosewhoareunwilling to seeandhearandturn
from sin, this new methodonly intensifiestheir unbelief.

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. Why hasthe Holy Spirit given us a fourfold Gospel?
2. How doesJohn’sGospeldiffer from theotherthreeGospels?
3. Point out someresemblancesand somedifferencesamong

the SynopticGospels.
4. Statethe themeand purposeof the Gospelof Matthew.
5. What part of this Gospelis devotedto the Galilean minis¬

try? To the eventsof PassionWeek?
6. Can you tell why Matthew beginsChrist’s genealogywith

Abrahaminsteadof with God asLuke did ?
7. Namethemajordiscoursesof Jesusasrecordedin this Gos¬

pel. What is the leadingthoughtof each?
8. Into how many groupsdo the parables, recordedin this

Gospel, fall ? The miracles?
9. What lessonsdid Jesusaim to teachthroughthe perform¬

anceof miracles?
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TheGospelAccordingto Matthew
(Continued)

Outline, continued (15:21-28, for referenceand study)
IV. Christ’s Retirementfrom the Work in Galilee, 15:21—18:35.

1. Healing of the Syrophoenicianwoman’s daughter, 15:21-28.
2. The return to Galilee and the feeding of the four thousand,

15:29-39.
3. The Phariseesand Sadduceesseeka sign, 16:1-12.
4. Peter’s confessionand Christ’s first announcementof His pas¬

sion, 16:13-28.
5. The transfiguration, healing of the demoniacboy, secondan¬

nouncementof His passion, and the templetax, 17.
6. Jesus’ teachingconcerningthe spirit of discipleship, 18.

V. Christ’s Work in Pereaand Judea, 19:1—20:34.
1. The departurefrom Galilee and the question about divorce,

19:1-12.
2. Jesusand the little children, the peril of riches, and the reward

of self-sacrifice, 19:13-30.
3. The laborersin the vineyard, 20:1-16.
4. Third announcementof His passion, and the requestof the

motherof Zebedee’s children, 20:17-28.
5. The two blind men at Jerichohealed, 20:29-34.

VI. Christ’s Work in Jerusalem, 21:1—25:46.
1. The triumphal entry, the cleansingof the temple, and cursing

the fig tree, 21:1-22.
2. Jesus’ last controversywith the rulers, 21:23—23:39.
3. The Olivet discourse, 24, 25.

VII . The Passionof Jesus, 26.
1. Theanointingat Bethanyand the institution of the Lord's Sup¬

per, 26:1-35.
2. The agony in the gardenand the betrayal, 26:36-56.
3. The trial and the crucifixion, 26:57—27:66.

VIII . The Resurrectionand the Appearances, 28.

In the last lessonwe saw how Jesus’ activities led Him
into intense conflict with the Jewish religious leaders. They
were so concernedabout their traditions that they would not
accept the teaching of Jesus even though He demonstrated
the power of God in His miracles. Their stubbornnessled Je¬

susto denouncethem openly, but in order to avoid further in-

29
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cidentsHe withdrew with His disciplesfrom Galilee for the

15:21—18:35.
Oncebeyondthe bordersof Israel, Jesusrespondsto the faith
of a Gentilewoman. Matthewdepictsthe faith of thisCanaan-
ite, placingit in sharpcontrastto the unbelief of the Pharisees
who were consideredthe cream of Judaism. The act fore¬

shadowedthe participationof the Gentilesin the blessingsof
the kingdom. Also in contrastto the unbelief of the Jewish
leaders, the needymultitudesstill followed Jesus. Jesus’ com¬

passionfor themultitudeson His returnto the regionsof Gali¬
lee is very evident.

After this, Jesusseemsto turn His attention more and
more to His disciples. In the context of His retirementwith
His disciples, Matthew initiates us into the mysteryof Jesus’
personand work. In answerto Jesus’ question, “ Who do you
say that I am?” Peterstrikingly assertshis faith in thewords,
“Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” To this
Christ replies, “ Thouart Peter, and upon this rock I will build
my church.” With thesewordsChrist identifiesHimself with
the purposeof God to call a people unto Himself as it was
enunciatedin theOld Testament. The ideaof the churchwas
not a new one, for theJewswerefamiliar with the Old Testa¬

mentchurch (cf . Acts 7:38). Theword ekklesiawhich is here
translatedchurchwas usedin theSeptuagintto translatethe
Hebrewword kahal. Kahal designatedthe children of Israel
asGod’s congregation, God’s gatheredpeople.

This contextbrings into closerelationshiptwo greatcon¬

cepts, the church and the kingdom of heaven. Though they
arenot identical, they beara vital relationshipthe one to the
other. Justasthechurchin thewildernessconstitutedthepeo¬

ple of God under the Mosaic covenantin the Old Testament
theocracy, so the New Testamentchurchconstitutesthe body
of Christ undertheNew Covenantin thekingdom. Thechurch
is theassemblyof His peoplewhile themodeof His rule is that
of a kingdom.

When the disciplesthoughtof God’s kingdom, they could
think only of Jesusas the Messiahwho would reign victori¬
ously in that kingdom. They expectedHim to lead a greatre¬

volt and vanquishthe paganhoststhat ruled Jerusalem. But

time being. We takeup thestoryat this point.
4. Christ ’sRetirement from Work in Galilee,
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immediatelyafter PeterhadconfessedHim to be the Messiah,
Jesusbeganto tell them that His was the way of suffering
anda cross, not victory anda throne. Thissamepatternof reve¬

lation is seenalso in the transfiguration. Jesusis manifested
asthebelovedSonof God, andin thevery contextof His glory
HeagainannouncesHis comingdeath. Thecrosscomesnearer
and nearer.

Valuable for the church is the teachingof chapter18.
When the disciplesinquire, “ Who is the greatestin the king¬

dom of heaven?” Jesusteachesa forcible lessonof humility
as a prerequisitefor enteringthis kingdom. Jesusalso lays
down a method of adjusting differencesin the church and
showsthe necessityof the spirit of forgivenesson the part of
His followers.

5. Christ’s Work in Pereaand Judea, 19:1—20:34. This
Gospel gives very brief notice to a ministry which in Luke
occupiesalmostten chapters. HereJesusplacesHis stampof
approvalon theoriginal orderof marriage(19:3-12). He takes
the visit of the rich youngruler whoseheart is tied to his ma¬

terial possessionsand worldly values as a springboardfor
warningagainstthedangerof puttingrichesaheadof theking¬

dom. Evidently Petersharedthe popular conceptof his day
that materialprosperitywasthe rewardfor servingGod. Jesus
assuresHis disciplesthat they will havenot wealth, but perse¬
cutionsin this life, but in the life to comethey will reign with
Him. The patternof their life will be like His own. He left
all to do the Father’s will . They, too, must forsakeall. He
will sit upon a throneas judge in the life to come. They are
assuredof the right to sharewith Him the judgmentof Israel
in the“ regeneration” (which meansre-creation) , andof inherit¬
ing eternallife.

6. Christ’s Work in Jerusalem, 21:1—25:46. In the tri¬

umphal entry (Sunday) Christ lays public claim to being
Israel’s Messiah, and in harmony with this claim He again
cleansesHis house(Monday). Then ensuesthe final contro¬

versywith theJews(Tuesday). They questionHis authority,
and by threeparables(21:28—22:14) He answersthem. The
Herodians, theSadducees, thePharisees, eachin turn, attempt
to ensnareHim, but in eachcasetheir mouthsare stopped.
Then Christ’s questioncompelsthem either to acknowledge
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Him as God or to reject their Scriptures. Never was more
cutting languageused than in Christ’s denunciationof the
Pharisees(23). Becauseof unbelief their houseis left desolate.
Theyshall not seeHim henceforthtill theyshall say, “ Blessed
is he that comethin the nameof the Lord.”

As Jesusleft Jerusalemon Tuesdayafternoonafter His
disputewith the unbelievingJewishleaders, He pausedon the
Mount of Olives to tell His disciplesof the coming judgments
upon Israel becauseof unbelief. He told them also how men
would continueto reject the Gospeland would persecuteHis
disciples. TheDiscourseon the LastThingsshowsthecourse
of the world until Christ’s return, gives warningsto be ready
for His coming, and describesthe judgment that shall take
placeat His return.

7. The Passionof Jesus, 26, 27. The activities of Jesus
on Wednesdayof PassionWeekseemto havebeenpassedover
by all of the Gospelwriters. TheJewishauthorities, however,
can bearHis perfectlife no longer. Hencethey plot to get rid
of the life which condemnsthem. Judas, finding himself more
in harmonywith Christ’s enemiesthanwith his Master, stoops
to the treacheryof sellinghis Lord andmakesanagreementto
betrayHim at someopportunetime.

The Passoveris eatenby ChristandHis disciples(Thurs¬

day), at which time thesymbolof the newcovenant, the Lord’s
Supper, is given. Peter, on beingwarnedof his denial, loudly
acclaimsfidelity to his Lord. Thenfollows the hoursof agony
in the gardenwhere the greatestbattle ever was fought and
won. In rapid successionfollow the betrayaland arrest. The
trials before the Jewishcourt and the Roman tribunal could
not savetheJustOnefrom beingcondemned. So wicked is the
humanheart that the God-man must die in the classwith the
worst criminals. The rendingof theveil of thetemplesignifies
the removalof the separationbetweenGod and the people. It
marksthe passingof the Old Covenantand the institution of
the New. With a deepsenseof guilt but an unrepentantheart
they seal the tomb to make impossibleany stealingof the
body, but this very act givesvalidity to our belief in the resur¬
rection becausethesesamemurderersmust accountfor the
empty tomb.

8. TheResurrectionand Appearances, 28. “ He is not here:
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for he is risen.” And then the words of the Lord, “ All hail.”
Let thosewho havegiven themselvesover to blind unbelief
pay large sums to destroy the evidenceso as to easetheir
smitingconsciences, but let us rejoicein a risen Christ who is
ableto speakpeaceto thesoul. If our Christianexperienceis
real, then Christ is living.

A furtherrevelationis givenconcerningChrist’sauthority.
Before His passionHe wasa man amongmen with dutiesto
the Fatherasother men in obedience, faith, and trust. Now
He is clothedwith all power (Greek, authority) in heavenand
on earth(cf. Acts2:36; Eph. 1:20-23; Phil. 2:9, 10). With this
authorityChrist sendsforth theTwelve with the commission
to makedisciplesof all nations. Thespecializedtaskof minis¬

tering to a chosenpeople, to which Abrahamand his descend¬
antswerecalled, is now completed, and the Priest-king after
theorderof Melchizedek, like His noblepredecessor, Melchize-
dek, ministersto mankindin general. Thisexplainsthesuperi¬
ority of Melchizedekover Abraham, the former ministeringto
mankind in general, while the latter only to his own. And so
Christ in His capacityasPriest-king (Zech. 6:13) now enters
upon that work and gives the commandto His own followers
to evangelizethe world, promisingto them His personalpres¬
enceuntil the end of the age.

DistinctiveCharacteristicsof theGospelof Matthew

Characteristicphrasesandexpressions.
1. Kingdom of heaven, occurringthirty-threetimes; that

it might be fulfilled , occurringseventeentimes; our heavenly
Fatheror Fatherin heaven, occurringabouttwenty-two times;
son of David, occurringeight times; Lol behold, aboutsixty
times; theparticleof transition, tote (usually translatedthen),
rare in the other Gospelsbut occurringninety times in this.

2. Exclusiveuseof expressionkingdom of heavenwhere
other writers use kingdom of God, the latter occurringonly
four times (6:33; 12:28; 21:31, 43).

3. Frequencyof quotationfrom theOld Testament, sixty-
five referencesto it, of which forty-threeare verbal citations.

3
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Questions

(For Reviewand Discussion)

1. Why did theleadersof theJewsrejectJesus?
2. What is Matthew’s purposein telling thestoryof thetrans¬

figuration?
3. What kind of Messiahdid the disciplesexpect?
4. How did Jesustry to correcttheir ideas? And what kind of

Messiahdid He claim to be?
5. What is thepurposeof the teachingof Jesusin chapter24?
6. Make an outlineof the eventsof PassionWeek.
7. What aresomeof the leadinglessonsto be gainedfrom a

studyof this Gospel?
8. What are some of the distinctive characteristicsof this

Gospel?
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TheGospelAccordingto Mark

Author.—John Mark.
John is his Jewish name, while Mark is his Roman name. He

wastheson of Mary (Acts 12:12) and a “ cousin” to Barnabas(Col.
4:10).

Peteraffectionatelycalls him his son, either as one converted
through his personalinfluence or as an expressionof endearment
The homeof Mark’s motherwasa resort for Christiansand offered
Mark opportunityfor acquaintancewith the leadersof the apostolic
church.

When Paul and Barnabaswere sent on their first missionary
tour, JohnMark waschosento accompanythemasministeror teach¬

er. For someunnamedreasonMark left the work at Perga; and
two yearslater when Paul and Barnabaswere leaving for the sec¬
ond missionarytour, the great apostlerefusedto take Mark along.
After elevenyearsJohn Mark is found at Romewith Pauland con¬

sideredby him a “ fellow worker” and a comfort to Paul. Still later
John Mark is found in Babylon with Peter, after which he returns
to Asia Minor. On one occasionPaul asksTimothy to bring Mark
with him. Paul’s final tribute to John Mark is that he is useful to
him for ministering.

Destination.—The Romans.
Date.—BetweenA.D. 62 and 68, probably A .D. 68.

The time of writing is a difficult matter to determine. Some
authors, believing that Mark’s is the first Gospel record, hold to an
earlier date, possibly during the sixth decade. If , however, Mark
wroteon theauthority of Peter, and Peter’s statementin II Pet. 1:15
is the promise of a Gospel, we may properly date the book after
Peter’s death, A.D. 67, and before the fall of Jerusalem, A.D. 70.

Themeand Purpose.—Jesusis the “Servantof the Lord,” the worker of
mighty wonders.

That Mark was associatedwith Peterin his work and wrote a
Gospel is attestedto by severalof the church fathers. Thesetesti¬
moniesshow that the viewpoint of theGospelis that of Peter. Mark
had in mind the practical-minded Romanswho were interestedfirst
of all in Christ asthe mighty worker and then alsoin His teachings.
A study of the book seemsto show that this Gospelaims to presenl
Christ as the fulfillment of Zechariah’s prediction with referencetq
Jehovah’s Servant, the “ Branch” (Zech. 3:8).

Divisions (for generalview and memory work)
I. The Beginningof the Gospelof Jesus, 1:1-13.

II. Jesus’ Work in Galilee, 1:14—7:23.
35
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III . His Retirementfrom Galilee, 7:24—9:50.
His Work in PereaandJudea, 10:1-52.
His Work in Jerusalem, 11:1—13:37.
His Passion, 14:1—16:20.

Outline (for referenceand study)
I. The Beginningof the Gospelof Jesus, 1:1-13.

1. Thework of John the Baptist, 1:1-8.
2. Thebaptismand temptationof Jesus, 1:9-13.

II. The MessianicWork of Jesusin Galilee, 1:14—7:23.
1. Early ministry of preachingand healing, 1:14-45.

a. The Gospelmessage, 1:14, 15.
b. The first disciples, 1:16-20.
c. Works of healing, 1:21-34.
d. A preachingtour, 1:35-39.

2. Early opposition, 2:1—3:6.
a. Healingof a paralytic, 2:1-12.
b. The call of Levi, 2:13-22.
c. TheSabbathcontroversy, 2:23—3:6.

3. Extensionof work and increasingopposition, 3:7—7:23.
a. Popularinterest in Jesus’ work, 3:7-12.
b. Appointmentof theapostles, 3:13-19.
c. The Beelzebubcharge, 3:20-30.
d. Interruption by family, 3:31-35.
e. The kingdom parables, 4:1-34.
f. The miracles, 4:35—5:43.
g. The rejectionat Nazareth, 6:1-6.
h. The missionof the apostles, 6:7-13.
i. Herod’s inquiry, anddeathof Johnthe Baptist, 6:14-29.
j. Return of the apostlesand feeding of the five thousand,

6:30-44.
k. Walking on the water, 6:45-56.
l. The denunciationof the Phariseesand scribes, 7:1-23.

III . Jesus’ Retirementfrom Work in Galilee, 7:24—9:50.
1. Healingof theSyrophoenician’s daughterin thebordersof Tyre

andSidon, 7:24-30.
2. Returnto Galileeand healingof a deaf-mutein Decapolis, 7:31-

37.
3. Feedingof the four thousand, 8:1-10.
4. The Phariseesseeka sign, 8:11-21.
5. Healingof a blind man near Bethsaida, 8:22-26.
6. Incidentsnear CaesareaPhilippi, 8:27—9:29.

a. Peter’s confessionand Jesus’ first announcementof His
passion, 8:27—9:1.

b. The transfigurationand secondannouncementof His pas¬
sion, 9:2-13.

c. The healingof a demoniacboy, 9:14-29.
7. Tour in Galileeand third announcementof His passion, 9:30-32.
8. Return to Capernaumand teachingconcerningthe spirit of dis-

cipleship, 9:33-50.
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IV. Jesus’ Work in Pereaand Judea, 10.
1. The questionof the Phariseesconcerningdivorce, 10:1-12.
2. Jesusand the little children, 10:13-16.
3. Jesusand the rich youngruler, 10:17-31.
4. The journey to Jerusalemand the fourth announcementof His

passion, 10:32-34.
5. The requestof JamesandJohn, 10:35-45.
6. Healingof Bartimaeusin Jericho, 10:46-52.

V. Jesus’ Work in Jerusalem, 11—13.
1. The triumphal entry, 11:1-11.
2. The fig tree, 11:12-14.
3. Cleansingof the temple, 11:15-19.
4. The teachingin the temple, 11:27—12:44.

a. ThequestionconcerningJesus’ authorityandJesus’ inquiry
concerningthe baptismof John, 11:27-33.

b. The parableof the vineyard, 12:1-12.
c. Jesus’ answersto:

(1) The Phariseesand Herodians concerning tribute,
12:13-17.

(2) The Sadduceesconcerningthe resurrection, 12:18-27.
(3) The scribesconcerningthe greatestcommandment,

12:28-34.
d. Jesus’ inquiry concerningthe Davidic Sonshipof the Mes¬

siah, 12:35-37.
e. Jesus’ warning againstthe scribes, 12:38-40.
f. The widow’s mite, 12:41-44.
g. The discourseon the Mount of Olives, 13:1-37.

VI. The Passionof Jesus, 14—16.
1. ThepriestsandscribesseekJesus’ death, 14:1, 2.
2. Anointing of Jesusin the homeof Simon the leper, 14:3-9.
3. The treacheryof Judas, 14:10, 11.
4. Preparationfor the last Passover, 14:12-16.
5. Jesus’ announcementof His betrayal, 14:17-21.
6. The institution of the Lord’s Supper, 14:22-25.
7. Announcementof Peter’s denial, 14:26-37.
8. The agony in Gethsemane, 14:34-42.
9. The arrestof Jesusand the flight of the disciples, 14:43-52.

10. The trial of Jesus, 14:53—15:15.
11. The suffering, death, and burial of Jesus, 15:16-47.
12. The resurrectionand appearances, 16:1-18.
13. Theascension, 16:18, 19.

1. Mark ’s Introduction to the Gospelof Jesus. Unlike the
Gospelsof Matthew and Luke, Mark doesnot present an ac¬

count of the infancy of Jesus. It is remarkable that this evan¬

gelist represents the work of the Baptist as the beginning of
the Gospelof JesusChrist , the Son of God. Only three verses
are given to the account of the baptism of Jesusand two to the
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temptation. In the latter incidentone is struckwith a distinc¬

tive featureof thiswriter, his gift asa vivid narratorof events.
With but a few strokeshepaintsthepictureof the temptation,
but a detail is supplied, not found in Matthewor Luke, in the
expression, “ And waswith the wild beasts” (1:13).

2. TheGospelandthe Kingdom of God. In a very unique
mannerthe Gospeland the kingdom of God are brought into
relationship. Jesuscame“ preachingthegospelof thekingdom
of God, and saying, The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of
God is at hand: repentye, and believethe gospel” (1:14, 15).
With this languagetheGospelof the kingdomof God is repre¬

sentedasbeingthesameastheGospel. For entranceinto the
kingdom, repentanceand faith are the conditions. Since the
Gospelis preachedin the presenttime and sinceit pertainsto
thekingdom, thekingdomof God pertainsto thepresenttime.

It should be noted in passingthat where Matthew uses
the expression, “ kingdom of heaven,” Mark usesthe words,
“ kingdomof God.” This shouldserveasa cue to the meaning
of eachexpression. It leadsto the identification of the two.

Mark links thepreachingof the kingdomof God with the
propheticScriptures, by thewords, “Thetime is fulfilled .” This
leadsus to the conclusionthat the Gospel is not a detached
part of God’s Word but is boundup warp and woof with the
whole fabric of God’s revelation. The Gospelof the kingdom
wasforeseenanddescribedby theprophets.

3. DetailsPeculiarto ThisGospel. Mark givesmanyvivid
word touches. In addition to that alreadymentionedin con¬

nectionwith the temptation, the following incidentspickedal¬
mostat randomillustratethepoint. In 3:7-12 whereMatthew
in the parallel (12:15-21) merely statesthat many followed
Christ asHe withdrew to the sea, Mark addsthat the multi¬

tudescame from Galilee, Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond
the Jordan, and about Tyre and Sidon; also that Christ re¬

quested“ that a small ship wait on him becauseof the multi¬

tude, lest they should throng him.” While the parallel men¬

tions only the fact that He healed them all, Mark supplies,
“ Insomuchthat they pressedupon him for to touch him, as
manyashadplagues. And uncleanspirits, when theysawhim,
fell down beforehim, and cried, saying, “Thou art the Son of
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God.” For other extendedillustrationssee6:14-29; 6:30-44;
9:4-29; 12:28-34.

Observeyet some minute particulars: (1) Names: That
Simon JesussurnamedPeter (3:16) ; Jamesand John, Boan¬

erges(3:17) ; that Bartimaeuswasthe nameof the blind beg¬

gar at Jericho(10:46). (2) Number: That the herd of swine
numbered“abouttwo thousand” (5:13) ; that the twelveapos¬
tles weresentforth, “ two by two” (6:7) ; that beforethe cock
crew twice Peter would thrice deny his Lord (14:30). (3)
Time: “ In the morning, ... a greatwhile beforeday” (1:35) ;
“ the sameday, when eveningwas come” (4:35) ; the hour of
crucifixion, “ the third hour” (15:25). (4) Place. “ By the sea
side” (2:13) ; a placewheretwo waysmet (11:4) ; “overagainst
the treasury” (12:41).*

4. Material Peculiarto Mark. Somemore extendedpor¬
tions found only in this Gospelareasfollows:

3:21, thefear of His kindred.
4:26-29, the seedgrowingsecretly.
7:31-37, the healingof the deaf and dumb man.
8:22-26, the healingof the blind man.
13:33-37, the householderand the exhortationto watch.
14:51, 52, theyoungman who narrowly escapedarrest.
5. Quotations. In striking contrastwith Matthew, who in

parallel passagesrefers to the fufillment of prophecy, Mark
only once (1:2, 3) quotesfrom the Old Testament. It is a
double quotation, however, referencebeing made to both
MalachiandIsaiahwhile theotherGospelsreferto Isaiahonly.
Mark does, however, representJesusas quoting frequently
from theOld Testament.

6. A Book of Mighty Works. The deedsof Jesusreceive
greatestrecognitionin thisGospel. Jesusis a workerof mighty
wonders. His life is one of strenuousactivity. Mark carries
the threadof the narrativeon with haste. The words, eutheos
and euthus, meaningstraightway, areusedforty-onetimesas
comparedwith sevenusesin Matthewand one in Luke. The
evangelistrecordsnineteenmiracles, but only four parables.
Of the longer discoursesof Jesus, Mark eitheromits mention
entirely, as in the caseof the Sermonon the Mount, or ab-

Adapted from The CyclopedicHandbook to the Bible, by Angus-Creen, p. 643.
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breviatesthem, asin thecasesof thekingdomparables(4) and
of theOlivet discourse(13).

7. The Worker a Teacher. While Mark stressesthe in¬

tenseactivity of Jesus, he is by no meanssilent aboutHim as
a teacher. Jesusis introducedasHe comesinto Galileepreach¬
ing theGospelof the kingdomof God. Very frequentmention
is madeof Him as teaching. In fact, the words for teaching
and to teachoccur more frequently in Mark’s Gospel than in
any other. “ Striking referencesare madeto His originality,
methods, popularity, and peerlessnessasa teacher(1:22; 4:11,
33; 11:27—12:37),” saysJ. H. Farmer. Christ’s “ works pre¬

parefor His wordsratherthan His wordsfor His works.”
8. Explanationof JewishTermsandCustomsfor Roman

Readers. Among otherwordsmight be namedBoanerges, the
sonsof thunder; Talitha cumi, Damsel, I sayunto thee, arise;
Corban, a gift ; Ephphatha, be opened; and Abba, Father.
SomeJewishcustomsthat Mark explainsare: the Pharisees
eatingwith washedhands, andthe“ preparation” beingtheday
before the Sabbath.

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. What is known of the author of the secondGospel?
2. Statethe themeand purposeof the Gospelof Mark.
3. How doestheintroductionof Mark’sGospeldiffer from that

of Matthew?
4. Name somedetails peculiar to the Gospelof Mark.
5. Show how Mark’s Gospelis a book of mighty works.
6. Enumeratesome characteristicswhich indicate that the

Gospelof Mark waswritten for peopleunfamiliar with Jew¬

ish termsand customs.
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The GospelAccording to Luke

The Author .—Luke, “ the beloved physician’’ and fellow laborer with
Paul. His nameappearsthree times in the New Testament: Col.
4:14; Philemon24; II Tim. 4:11. He wasa Gentile, having his home
probably in Philippi. He appearsfirst with Paul at Troas on the
secondmissionary journey and accompanieshim to Philippi. Paul
leavesLuke hereand is rejoined by him at this place on the third
journey. From this time he is the more or lessconstantcompanion
of thegreatapostle, accompanyinghim to Jerusalem, probablybeing
with him during the two-year imprisonmentat Caesarea, and travel¬
ing with him to Rome. He waswith Paul when he wrote Colossians
and Philemon, and his sole companionfor a time during Paul’s sec¬
ond imprisonment. He is also the author of the Acts.

Destination.—While the Gospel was written primarily for Theophilus
who was likely “a native of Italy and perhapsan inhabitant of
Rome,” the appealis to the Greek mind as representingthe Gentile
world andsuited to commendJesusas theSaviourof all mankind.

Date.—About A.D. 60, possiblyduring Paul’s imprisonmentat Caesarea.
It was written before the Book of Acts, which was written prior to
Paul’s deathin A.D. 67.

ThemeandPurpose.—Jesusis theSaviourof the world. Luke specifically
statesthe purpose“That thou mightestknow the certainty of those
things, wherein thou hastbeeninstructed” (1:4). As a companionof
the Apostle Paul, Luke setsforth the universalintent of the Gospel.

Divisions (for generalview and memory work)
I. Preface, 1:1-4.

II. Infancy and Childhoodof JohnandJesus, 1:5—2:52.
III . Beginningof Christ's Ministry. 3:1—4:13.
IV. His Work in Galilee, 4:14—9:50.
V. His Retirementfrom Galilee: the PereanMinistry, 9:51—19:28.

VI. His Work in Jerusalem, 19:29—21:38.
VII . His Passion, 22—24.
Outline (for referenceand study)

I. The Historical Beginningof the Gospel, 1, 2.
1. The preface, 1:1-4.
2. Announcementsof the birth of Johnandof Jesus, 1:5-38.
3. Visit of Mary to Elisabethand the birth of John, 1:39-80.
4. Birth of Jesusand visit of the shepherds, 2:1-20.
5. The circumcisionand presentationof Jesus, 2:21-38.
6. The return of Nazarethand the boyhoodof Jesus, 2:39-52.

II . The Beginningof Christ’s Ministry, 3:1—4:13.
1. The work of Johnthe Baptist and the baptismof Jesus, 3:1-22.

41
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2. Thegenealogyof Jesus, 3:23-38.
3. Thetemptationof Jesus, 4:1-13.

III . The Galilean Ministry of Jesus, 4:14—9:50.
1. Early ministry of preachingand healing, 4:14—5:16.

a. Proclamationof the Gospelin Nazareth, 4:14-30.
b. Settlementat Capernaumand a preachingtour, 4:31-44.
c. A largecatchof fish andcall of four disciples, 5:1-11.
d. Healingof a leper, 5:12-16.

2. Early opposition, 5:17—6:11.
a. Healing a paralytic, 5:17-26.
b. Call of Levi, 5:27-39.
c. TheSabbathcontroversy, 6:1-11.

3. Extensionof work and increasingopposition, 6:12—9:50.
a. Appointmentof the twelve apostlesand the sermonon the

plain, 6:12-49.
b. Healingof a centurion’s servantand the raisingof the wid¬

ow’s son, 7:1-17.
c. Messageof Johnand Jesus’ testimony to him, 7:18-35.
d. Jesusdining with a Pharisee, 7:36-50.
e. A preachingtour and parablesof thesowerand the lighted

candle, 8:1-18.
f. Interruptionby family, 8:19-21.
g. Thestormon the lakeand the demoniacof Gadara, 8:22-39.
h. Healingwomanwith issueof blood and raisingdaughterof

Jairus, 8:40-56.
i. Instruction and mission of the apostles, 9:1-6.
j. Herod’s inquiry aboutJesus, 9:7-9.
k. Return of the apostlesand feeding of the five thousand,

9:10-17.
l . CaesareaPhilippi: confessionof Peterand first announce¬

ment of the passion, 9:18-27.
m. The transfiguration, 9:28-36.
n. Healinga demoniacboy and secondannouncementof pas¬

sion, 9:37-45.
o. Spirit of discipleship, 9:46-50.

IV. Jesus’ Retirementfrom Galilee and Journeyto Jerusalem: the Per-
ean Ministry, 9:51—19:28.

1. First circuit, 9:51—13:21.
a. Visit to Samariaand teachingconcerningthe implications

of discipleship, 9:51-62.
b. Mission and instruction of the seventyand their return,

10:1-24.
c. Parableof the Good Samaritan, 10:25-37.
d. Jesusin the homeof Martha and Mary, 10:38-42.
e. The Lord’s Prayer and teaching on the importunity of

prayer, 11:1-13.
f. Healing a dumb demoniac, the Beelzebubcharge, and de¬

mandfor a sign, 11:14-26.
g. Concerningtrue blessedness, 11:27, 28.



LessonVI LUKE 43

h. The sign of Jonahandparableof the lighted candle, 11:29-
36.

i. Denunciationof Pharisaism, 11:37—12:12.
j. Parableof a rich man concerninginheritance, 12:13-21.

k. Instructionof disciples, 12:22-59.
l. Warningof calamitiesand parableof the fig tree, 13:1-9.

m. Healing a woman with an infirmity on the Sabbath, 13:10-
17.

n. Parablesof the mustardseedand leaven, 13:18-21.
2. Secondcircuit, 13:22—17:10.

a. The narrow door unto salvation, 13:22-30.
b. Jesuswarned by the PhariseesagainstHerod, and Jesus’

lamentover Jerusalem, 13:31-35.
c. Healinga dropsicalman on the Sabbath, 14:1-6.
d. Three parables, 14:7-24.
e. Cost of discipleship, 14:25-35.
f. Parablesof lost sheep, lost coin, lost son, and unrighteous

steward, 15:1—16:13.
g. Phariseesand the law of divorce, 16:14-18.
h. The rich man and Lazarus, 16:19-31.
i. Spirit of discipleship, 17:1-10.

3. Third circuit, 17:11—19:28.
a. Healing ten lepers, 17:11-19.
b. Coming of the kingdom, 17:20-37.
c. Parablesof unjust judge, and Phariseeand publican, 18:1-

14.
d. Jesusand little children, 18:15-17.
e. A rich young man and Jesus’ teachingon the reward of

discipleship, 18:18-30.
f. Third announcementof passion, 18:31-34.
g. Healinga blind man in Jericho, 18:35-43.
h. Jesusand thepublicanZacchaeus, 19:1-10.
i. Parableof the ten pounds, 19:11-28.

V. Jesus’ Work in Jerusalem, 19:29—21:38.
1. The triumphal entry into Jerusalemand cleansingthe temple,

19:28-48.
2. Teachingin the temple, 20:1—21:6,

a. Jesus’ authority questioned, 20:1-8.
b. Parableof the vineyard, 20:9-18.
c. Jesus’ answerto the Phariseesand Sadducees, 20:21-40.
d. Jesus’ inquiry concerningthe Davidic Sonshipof the Mes¬

siah, 20:41-44.
e. Denunciationof the scribes, 20:45-47.
f . Widow’s mite, 21:1-4.

3. The Olivet discourse, 21:5-38.
VI. The Passionof Jesus, 22:1—24:53.

1. Treacheryof Judas, 22:1-6.
2. Thelast Passoverand the institution of the Lord’s Supper, 22:7-

38.
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a. The Passoverand the Lord’s Supper, 22:7-21.
b. Jesus’ announcementof His betrayal, 22:22, 23.
c. Thestrife concerningwho shouldbe the greatest, 22:24-30.
d. Jesus’ announcementof Peter’s denial, 22:31-34.
e. The two swords, 22:35-38.

3. Jesusin Gethsemane, 22:39-46.
4. The arrestof Jesus, 22:47-53.
5. The trial of Jesus, 22:54—23:25.

a. Jesusbefore the high priest and Peter’s denial, 22:54-65.
b. Jesusbeforethe Sanhedrin, 22:66-71.
c. JesusbeforePilateand Herod, 23:1-25.

6. The suffering, death, and burial of Jesus, 23:26-56.
7. The resurrection, appearances, and ascensionof Jesus, 24.T-53.

1. The Prefaceof the Gospel, 1:l -4. Luke notesthe fact
that many who were eyewitnessesof the life of Christ had
written of His life those things that were most assuredly
believedamongthem. It seemedgood to Luke also to write
becauseof his “ havinghadperfectunderstandingof all things,”
or as the RV translatesit, “ having traced the courseof all
things accurately,” from the very first. Through his careful
investigations and orderly presentationTheophilus might
know the certaintyof the things he had been taught. Not to
speakof inspirationLuke showshimself a historianof the first
order, and the Christian is given assurancethat the Christian
religion is not basedon folklore andtradition but on historical
facts.

2. The Infancy Narratives. One is struck with the deep
piety manifestedin thatsmallgroupof devoutJewsassociated
with the births of John and of Jesus. Their devotion stands
in strongcontrastwith the hypocritical religion of the Phari¬
sees, againstwhich Christ was forced to contend.

It is naturalthat this genuinepiety shouldrevealthe true
spiritual conceptionof the Messiahand His work. The Bap¬

tist is His forerunner, goingbeforeHim in thespirit andpower
of Elias, making readya peoplepreparedfor the Lord. Jesus
is the Sonof thehighestto whom shall begiven the throneof
David. His work is that of redemption. Christ is God’s sal¬
vation “ preparedbefore the face of all people,” and a “ light
to lighten the Gentiles.”

In this portion of the Gospelappearalsothe holy songs,
somerealgemsof hymnody. Theyarethe songof Mary (the
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Magnificat), thepsalmof Zacharias(theBenedictus), thesong
of the angels (Gloria in Excelsis), and the death song of
Simeon (Nunc Dimittis).

3. The Boyhoodof Jesus. Herealoneamongthe Gospels
is founda recordof theboyhoodof Jesus. Thisgivesusa very
valuablebit of knowledgeof the growth of the God-manfrom
babyhoodto manhood. “ Thechild grew, and waxedstrongin
spirit, filled with wisdom: and the graceof God was upon
him” (2:40). “ And Jesusincreasedin wisdom and stature,
and in favour with God and man” (2:52). From this we learn
that His growth was a naturalone, not the fantasticpicture
presentedin theungenuineapocryphalgospelsthathavecome
down to us. His wasa physical, intellectual, social, and spir¬
itual growth, just as we should expect. Jesus’ conduct in
Jerusalemamongthe doctors, rabbis, andscribes, and toward
His mother, revealsan awakeningconsciousnessof His being
in a uniqueway theSon of God.

4. TheGenealogy. Comparisonof Luke’s genealogywith
that given by Matthewshowsa problem difficult of solution.
SomebelievethatMatthewtracesthedescentto Joseph, while
Luke gives the ancestryof Mary. Others hold that since
Matthew is interestedin Christ’s Messiahship, he presents
the lineagewhich provesJesusthe legal heir to the throneof
David, while Luke, interestedin showing the human life of
Christ, the secondAdam, who is also the Son of God, traces
the naturalancestryback, not to Abrahamalone, but to the
first Adamand to God. In this way he “ presentsChrist asthe
Son of man, the partakerof a commonhumanity with man,
and, therefore, the Kinsman-Redeemerof the human family,
without respectto nationaldistinctionsor theancientsepara¬
tion of Jewsand Gentiles—the authorof a commonsalvation
for lost sinnerseverywhere—the Saviour of the world.”

5. The PereanMinistry. This important period in the
ministry of Jesusis given in fullness alone by Luke. The
introductionof this periodarreststheattentionof the reader:
“And it cameto pass, when the time wascomethat he should
be receivedup, he stedfastlyset his face to go to Jerusalem”
(9:51). The entire period is representedas a continuous
journey to Jerusalemas is witnessedby 9:51, 53; 13:22; and
17:11; which versesmark off three divisions of this period.
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Referenceto the detailedoutline given under IV above, or to
theGospelitself, will showthedistinctivenatureof this period.
A numberof miraclesand parablestogetherwith a good deal
of distinctiveteachingarefound here. See7 and8 below.

6. NumerousReferencestoContemporaneousHistory. To
this Gospel more than to any other we are indebtedfor the
dataupon which it is possibleto fix the datesof someof the
more important eventsof Gospel history. Thus the time of
the annunciationto Zachariasis placed in the daysof Herod
(1:5) ; the birth of Jesusin the days of AugustusCaesar,
Emperorof Rome, and Cyrenius, Governor of Syria, during
the time when “all the world” was taxed; and the beginning
of the Baptist’s ministry in the fifteenth year of the reign of
TiberiusCaesartogetherwith other rulers (3:1, 2).

7. The Miracles and ParablesPeculiar to This Gospel.
Luke alonerecordsthe miraculousdraughtof fishes (5:4-11) ;
raising the widow’s son (7:11-18) ; four miraclesof healing:
the deformed woman (13:11-17) ; the man with the dropsy
(14:1-6) ; the ten lepers (17:11-19) ; and the woundedear of
Malchus (22:50, 51).

Of the parables, threehavereferenceto prayer, a promi¬
nent subjectthroughoutthe Gospel: the Friend at Midnight
(11:5-8) ; the PleadingWidow (18:1-8) ; and the Phariseeand
Publican (18:10-14). Illustrating the seeking love and free
forgivenessare the twin parablesof the Lost Coin and the
Lost Son (15:8-32), prefacedby the Lost Sheepfound also in
Matthew’s Gospel. Pertainingalso to the forgiving love of
God and divine forbearanceare the parablesof the Two
Debtors (7:41-43), the Barren Fig Tree (13:6-9), and the
open invitation, the Great Supper(14:12-24). Man’s relation
to his fellow men is set forth in the Parableof the Good
Samaritan(10:30-37). Concerningthe future life and its rela¬

tion to thepresentaretheparablesof theRich Fool (12:16-21) ,
theDishonestSteward(16:1-13) ; and of rewardaccordingto
labor, that of the Pounds(19:12-27).*

8. DiscoursesPeculiarto Luke. Of thesementionshould
be made of Jesus’ discoursein the synagogueat Nazareth
(4:16-20), the instructionsto the seventy (10:1-16), the dis-

• Adaptedfrom TheCyclopedicHandbook to the Bible, by Angus-Green, pp. 652,
653.
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coursesto the disciplesand others(12:1-59), theconversation
with two disciplesgoing to Emmaus(24:13-25), togetherwith
many other briefer messages.

9. The Angelic Appearances. The frequencyof angelic
appearancesin this Gospelis worthy of notice. “The Gospel
begins with the appearanceof an angel to Zachariasas he
ministeredin the temple; thenfollows thatof Gabriel to Mary
of Nazareth; and of ‘a multitude of the heavenlyhost’ to the
shepherdsof Bethlehem. And asit begins, sotheGospelcloses
with the record of ministering angels: of one who in Geth-
semane‘appearedunto Him, strengtheningHim’ ; and of the
two‘in shininggarments,’ who, on themorningof the resurrec¬
tion triumph, inquired of the woman at the sepulcher, ‘Why
seekye Him that liveth amongthe dead?’ ”*

10. Luke’s Medical Language. Luke not only usesmany
technical terms common to the medical profession, but “ he
hasthephysician’s interestin thesick andafflicted, asshownin
the largenumberof miraclesof healingnarrated.” The words
in heavy-faced type in the following quotationsare technical
medicalexpressionsin theoriginal language: “ Whenthe devil
had thrown him” (4:35) ; “ was taken with a great fever”
(4:38) ; “ taken with a palsy” (5:18) ; “ healedthem” (6:19) ;
“ her issueof blood stanched” (8:44) ; “ boundup his wounds,
pouring in oil and wine” (10:34).

11. Key Words. The verb to preachgood tidings, found
frequently, expressesthe evangelisticuniversalismof Luke’s
viewpoint. ThewordsSaviourandsalvationareusedby Luke
only amongthefirst threeGospelwriters. Eachof thesewords
occursonceonly in John’s Gospel. The verb to glorify used
in thesenseof ascribingglory and honor to God is alsochar¬
acteristicof this Gospel.

12. Luke’s Style. Before leaving this study of Luke the
graceand beautyof his literary style should be noted. The
radical critic, Renan, who held that the Gospelsin the main
consistof myths, fiction, and legends, speaksof this Gospelas
“ the most beautiful book ever written.” One lingers on the
sublimeaccountsof thebirthsof Johnandof Jesus, thematch¬

less beauty of the story of the Lost Son, the touching con-

Angiu-Green, op. cit., p. 653.
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versation of Jesuswith the two disciples on the way to
Emmaus—all told with impressivesimplicity and dignity, not
to speakof theHoly Spirit’soperationin thewriter to produce
just the kind of writing that the book actually is.

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. What is known of the author of the third Gospel?
2. Statethe themeand purposeof the Gospelof Luke.
3. What valuableinformation does Luke’s prefacecontain?

Of what concernis it to the Christian that the contents
of Luke’s Gospelare historical facts?

4. How doesthe piety of theJewsassociatedwith the births
of John and of Jesusstand in contrastwith that of the
Pharisees? Whatdid thesedevoutJewsthink of the Mes¬

siahand His work?
5. How doesLuke describethe growth of Jesus?
6. What two explanationshavebeengiven of thegenealogies

found in Matthewand Luke? Which oneseemsto accord
best with the facts?

7. Name some of the parablesthat are peculiar to Luke’s
Gospel.

8. Describethe angel appearancesin Luke’s Gospel.
9. Give somekey words of Luke’s Gospel.

10. Commenton Luke’s style of writing.
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TheGospelAccordingto John
Author.—TheApostleJohn.

1. The Attack upon the Genuinenessof the Gospelof John.
That the Apostle Johnwrote the Gospel that bearshis nameis

vigorouslyand persistentlydeniedby negativecritics and liberalists.
They maintain that the book is a productof the secondcenturynot
earlier than A.D. 160. It is held to be a theology rather than the
authenticrecordof the testimonyof an eyewitness. It is, they say,
too much the productof reflection to representan accuraterecordof
history.

Thesedenialsof Johannineauthorshipcould be passedby with¬

out noticewereit not for thefact that this view hasbeenacceptedso
generally by liberalists. This denial constitutesone phase of the
most seriousheresyfound in the world, the rejectionof the deity of
Christ. Spaceforbids even the barestsketch of the evidence that
leadsto the conclusionthat the Apostle Johnwrote the Gospelthat
bears his name. Olshausen’s conclusion could not be better put:
“ The Gospelof John possessesstrongertestimony with respectto
its genuinenessthan perhapsany other writing in the New Testa¬

ment, or, we may say, of thewhole of antiquity.”
2. Sketchof the Life of the ApostleJohn.
The first glimpseof the ApostleJohnis evidently the time when

Johnthe Baptist pointsout the Messiahto two of his disciples, John
being one of them (1:37). He and his brother Jameswere called
from their netsto becomefishersof men, and later appointedamong
the twelve apostles. Johnwasoneof threefavoreddisciplesto wit¬

ness the raising of Jairus’ daughter, the transfiguration, and the
agony in the garden. At the Last Supper, John occupiedthe place
next to Jesus. He followed Jesusinto the palaceof the high priest
and was perhapsthe only disciple to witnessthe crucifixion. After
the resurrectionhe outran Peter to the sepulcher, and was present
on severaloccasionswhen Jesusappearedto the disciples. In the
earliest period of the church he was Peter’s colleagueactively en¬
gagedin theaffairsof the church. Later he residedat Ephesus, from
which he wasbanishedto the Isle of Patmos. Tradition affirms that
hereturnedto Ephesusanddied a naturaldeathnearthe closeof the
first century. Five books are ascribedto him: the Gospel, three
epistles, and the Revelation.

Destination.—Christians. No particular destination is stated, but the
authorhasthe churchin mind.

Date.—About A.D. 90.
ThemeandPurpose.—“Jesusis theChrist, the Sonof God” (20:31). The

sameversegives a twofold purpose: “That ye might believe that

49
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Jesusis theChrist, theSon of God; and that believingye might have
life throughhis name.”

John’s Method of Treatment
The purposestated above determineshis method. What he

writes is designedto lead to a certainbelief, and this belief issuesin
life. Threedominantideasarethussetforth in the book: testimony,
faith , and life. “This Gospel is the record of testimonyand shows
that faith is belief founded upon evidence.” “ Faith, however, be¬

comesvital and active when it has brought one into personalcon¬

tact with Christ” ; it leadsto life, eternal life. The outlines below
and the developmentof the themefollowing them will serveto illus¬

tratethesethreedominantideas.
Divisions (for generalview and memory work)

I. Jesus, the Word, 1:1-18.
II. His Revelationto the World, 1:19—12:50.

1. The first witnessesto Jesus, 1:19—2:12.
2. His ministry in Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, 2:13—4:54.
3. His ministry in Jerusalemand Galilee, 5:1—10:42.
4. The raising of Lazarus, 11.
5. Closeof His public ministry, 12.

III . His Revelationto the Disciples, 13—17.
1. Last discoursesand partingwords, 13—16.
2. The Lord’s Prayer, 17.

IV. His Passion, 18—21.
1. His trial and crucifixion, 18, 19.
2. His resurrectionand appearances, 20, 21.

Outline (for referenceand study)
I. The Prologue: The Incarnationof the Word, 1:1-18.

1. The eternalexistenceand activity of the Word, 1:1-5.
2. The mission of the Baptist, 1:6-8.
3. The revealingactivity of the Word, 1:9-13.
4. The incarnationof the Word, 1:14-18.

II. The RevelationandMinistry of theSon of God to theWorld, 1:19—12:50.
1. Testimoniesborne to Christ, 1:19—2:12.

a. By the Baptist, 1:19-34.
b. By the disciples, 1:35-51.
c. By His miracles, 2:1-12.

2. The ministry of Christ, 2:13—4:54.
a. In Jerusalemand Judea, 2:13—3:36.

(1) Cleansingthe temple, 2:13-22.
(2) Signsin Jerusalem, 2:23-25.
(3) Conversationwith Nicodemus, 3:1-21.
(4) Testimonyin Judeaand last testimonyof the Baptist,

3:22-36.
b. In Samaria, 4:1-42.

(1) Withdrawal from Judea and journey through Sa¬

maria, 4:1-6.
(2) Jesusand theSamaritanwoman, 4:7-42.
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c. In Galilee: Healingof nobleman’s son, 4:43-54.
3. Christ’s self-revelation as the Son of God in Jerusalemand

Galilee, 5:1—7:10.
a. In Jerusalem: Healinga man at the pool of Bethesdaand

teachingconcerningHis relation to God, 5:1-47.
b. In Galilee: Feeding the five thousandand teachingcon¬

cerningthe breadof life, 6:1—7:10.
4. Christ’s ministry in Jerusalemat the Feastsof Tabernaclesand

Dedication, 7:11—10:42.
a. At the Feastof Tabernacles, 7:11—8:59.

(1) Teachingin the templeconcerningthe law, 7:11-31.
(2) Chief priests and Phariseesseeking to seize Jesus,

7:32-36.
(3) Teachingconcerningthe waterof life, 7:37-52.
(4) The womantakenin adultery, 7:53—8:11.
(5) Teachingconcerningthe light of the world, 8:12-20.
(6) TeachingconcerningHis departure, 8:21-59.

b. At the Feastof Dedication, 9, 10.
(1) Healinga blind man on theSabbath, 9.
(2) Christ the door of the sheepand the good shepherd,

10:1-21.
(3) The witnessof Jesus’ works, 10:22-39.
(4) Jesus’ retirementbeyondJordan, 10:40-42.

5. Christ’s glorification in the raisingof Lazarus, 11.
a. Teachingconcerningthe resurrectionand the raising of

Lazarus, 11:1-46.
b. Decisionof theSanhedrinto put Jesusto death, and Jesus’

retirementto Ephraim, 11:47-57.
6. Closeof Christ’s public ministry, 12.

a. The supperin Bethany, 12:1-11.
b. The triumphal entry, 12:12-19.
c. The GreeksseekJesusand Jesus’ answer, 12:20-36.
d. Faith and unbelief; the issuesinvolved, 12:37-50.

III . The Revelationand Ministry of the Son of God to the Disciples,
13—17.

1. The Last Supper, 13, 14.
a. Washing the disciples’ feet, 13:1-20.
b. Announcementof betrayal, 13:21-30.
c. The new commandmentof love, 13:31-35.
d. Announcementof Peter’s denial, 13:36-38.
e. Going away of Jesusand the coming of the Comforter, 14.

2. The parting words of Jesus, 15, 16.
a. The vine and the branches, 15:1-16.
b. Hatredof the world, 15:17—16:11.
c. The Spirit of truth, 16:12-16.
d. Approachof separation, 16:17-22.
e. Prayer in Jesus’ name, 16:23-33.

3. The Lord’s high-priestly prayer, 17.
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IV. The Revelationof the Son of God in His Suffering, Death, and
Resurrection, 18—20.

1. The arrestof Jesus, 18:1-11.
2. The trial of JesusbeforeAnnas, Caiaphas, and Pilate, 18:12—19:16.
3.
4.
5.

The crucifixion of Jesus, 19:17-37.
The burial of Jesus, 19:38-42.
The resurrectionand appearances, 20, 21.

a. The empty tomb, 20:1-10.
b. Appearanceto Mary Magdalene, 20:11-18.
c. Appearanceto ten disciples, 20:19-23.
d. Doubt of Thomasandappearanceto elevendisciples, 20:24-

29.
e. Conclusionand purposeof the Gospel, 20:30, 31.
f. Appearanceto sevendisciplesin GalileeandPeter’s confes¬

sion, 21:1-23.
g. Witnessof the author, 21:24, 25.

1. Dominant Ideas of the Gospel: Testimony, Faith, and
Life . Who is Jesus? Is He merelya good man, or is He also
God? This is the first questionwith which this Gospelis con¬

cerned. Johnseeksto presentthe testimonyof eyewitnesses
thatJesusis theChrist, theSon of God.

Is the evidencesufficient for us to believe that Jesusis
the Christ, the Son of God? This secondquestion is also
answeredin this Gospel. “ In the mouth of two or threewit¬

nesses,” the law declares, “every word shall be established.”
Johnshowsthat not only two or three witnesseshavegiven
testimonyto thedeity of Christ but many havebornewitness
to this fact. There is ample evidence, yes, overwhelming
evidence, upon which we may baseour belief. We may with
perfectconfidenceplacetrust in JesusChrist asour Lord and
Saviour.

The third question with which the book is concerned
leadsto the issuesinvolved in faith and unbelief. Doesit mat¬
ter how we regardHim ? As CharlesErdmanputs it : “ Is it
true that our attitudetoward Him is a test of character, and
that unbelief in Him affects life and determinesdestiny?”

Thus the first question concernstestimony, the second
faith , and the third life. Around thesethree ideasthe argu¬

mentof this Gospelrevolves.
2. John’s Developmentof the Theme, a. The Word Re¬

vealed, 1 : l -5. As in the Book of Genesis, Johntakeshis start
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“ in the beginning.” Before time began“ the Word was.” He
was with God and He was God. In a single sentencethe
eternity, personality, and deity of Christ are all affirmed. In
the third andfourth versestheWord is revealedastheCreator
of theworld and theSourceof all life. Versefive declaresthat
the spiritual light of the Son is shining in the world, but the
world is not receiving it. Thus in the openingparagraphof
this Gospel the tragedyof rejectedtestimony is introduced.

b. The Responsesof Unbelief and of Faith, 1:6-13. The
comingof the true Light into the world was witnessedto by
an official witness, John the Baptist. He gave faithful testi¬
monyto theLight. In fact, thetrueLight Himself lightsevery
man cominginto the world. But in spiteof official testimony
and the manifestationof the Light itself, many refused to
believe. They who receivedHim believedon Him and became
sonsof God.

The three ideasbecomeplain. Testimonywas borneby
the Baptist and the Word Himself. This testimonywas the
adequatebasisfor faith. Faith issuedin life: Believersbecame
sonsof God.

c. The Witnessesand Their Testimony, 1:14—21:25. In
dramaticstyle the Apostle John presentsthe witnessesand
allows them to speak and act. The central figure of each
sceneor the chief subject of conversationis Jesus. As each
sceneis played let the spectatorin simple faith exclaim with
Thomas: “ My Lord and my God.”

The Apostle John is the first to testify. He says, “The
Word was madeflesh, and dwelt amongus.” The glory that
theWord manifestedin His incarnationwas divine glory. If
His glory was divine, He Himself is divine.

The Baptist speaks, “ Behold the Lamb of God.” It was
revealedto him that “ upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit
descending, and remainingon him, the sameis he which bap-
tizeth with the Holy Ghost.” The Baptist declares, “ I saw,
and bear record that this is the Son of God.”

Someof John’s disciplestestify. They declare, “ We have
found the Messias,” “We have found him, of whom Moses
in the law, and the prophetsdid write.” When they marvel
at the supernaturalknowledgeof Jesus, He assuresthem of
their seeinggreaterthings, evenof heavenopeningand of the
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angelsof God ascendinganddescendingupontheSonof man.
At Cana, without the direct utteranceof even a word,

water is turnedinto wine. A whole weddinggroup witnesses
the act. The authorof the Gospel interpretsthe miracle as a
sign. It pointedto thesupernaturalpowerof oneof theguests.
It led to belief on the part of thedisciples.

An unprecedentedincidenttakesplacein thetemple. This
Jesuswho turned water into wine entersthe temple at the
Passover, orders out of its sacredprecinctsthe buyers and
sellers, overthrowsthe tablesof the money-changers, drives
out the sheepand the oxen, and makesthe astoundingclaim
that they were making His Father’s housea houseof mer¬
chandise. Who is this who claimsthat the God of the temple
is His Father? The resurrectionsign is given them, which
they pretendto misunderstand, but after the resurrectionthe
disciplesrememberedit and were led to faith.

A masterof Israel is curious to know who this Jesusis.
Undercoverof night he plansto conferwith this Teacherwho
camefrom God. With onestrokeJesusexposesthe master’s
gross ignoranceof spiritual things in which he should have
beenanexpert. But Jesusleadshim on to thesublimestheights
of divine revelation: of God’s love to a lost world ; of the
sacrifice of His only begottenSon for their salvation; of the
appropriationof this salvationby believingon the Son; of the
Son’s missionnot to condemnthe world but to saveit ; of the
condemnationthat rests, not upon the publican and sinner
asopposedto the Jew, but upon all thosewho do not believe
in the Son; and of the basisof this condemnation—the Son
hasbroughtlight into the world and men love darknessrather
than the light becausetheir deedsare evil. The Son of God
becomesthe touchstoneof their character. They who believe
cometo the Light ; they who do not believelove sin and are
unwilling to have their deedsreproved. Their characteris
revealedin their unwillingnessto repent. Who is this Jesus
with whom a masterof Israelconfers? Nicodemus’ later con¬

duct seemsto show that the faith which was born in him by
this interview wasthat the Teacherwasdivine.

The Baptistasa passinglight givesonemore testimony:
Jesusmust increase; but the Baptist must decrease. The fol¬

lowing words, whetherof the Baptist or of the apostle, again
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disclosethedominantideasof testimony, faith, andlife: “ What
he hath seenand heard, that he testifieth . . . . For he whom
God hath sent speakeththe words of God . . . . He that
believethon theSonhatheverlastinglife : andhethatbelieveth
not theSonshall not seelife ; but the wrathof God abidethon
him” (John3:32-36).

A wicked womanliving in Sycharis startledone day at
Jacob’s well by a requestfor waterby a Jew. Sheis readyto
keep alive a perpetualdisagreementexisting betweenJews
andSamaritans. But this particularJewis unusual. He seems
to promisea kind of water that may perchancerelieve her of
the drudgeryof comingsofar anddrawingwater from sucha
deepwell. But thisJewintrudesreligion in His talk. Hegives
an undesiredcommandwhich compelsher to uncoverher sin.
He knowsmoreabouther privatelife thanshecaresfor others
to know. In aneffort to escapesomeugly factssheattemptsto
changethesubjectand to arguereligion, the placeof worship
in particular. This too is brushedasideby theJew. Sheutters
a faint hopeof betterdayswhen the Messiahcomes. In her
amazementshelearnsthat thetired Jewclaimsto be the Mes¬

siah. What! this Jew the Messiah? Shedoesnot staggerat
the idea, but believes.

And sotheapostlecarrieshis readerthroughthedramatic
sceneswhich lead to faith in Jesusas the Christ, the Son of
God. In the samemannerJohn presentsthe caseof a noble¬

manwho besoughtJesusto heal his son. Jesusmakesa state¬
ment, inviting faith. The noblemanrespondsin absolutetrust
in the powerof Jesusto heal. The healingof theson leadsto
thefather's belief.

The healing of the man at the pool of Bethesdaon the
Sabbathdrewfire from theardentdefendersof thelaw. Christ’s
significant reply, “ My Fatherworketh hitherto, and I work”
(John5:17), only mademattersworse. TheJewsdid not mis¬

understandthe import of Christ’s answer. By making this
claim He madeHimself equalwith God. JesussupportedHis
claim with a fivefold witnessto His deity: the testimoniesof
John, of His works, of the Father, of the Scriputres, and of
Moses. This was unanswerable, but it did not force belief.
Did their rejectionof the testimony, however, makethe testi¬
mony invalid ? No, it standsin spiteof their unbelief.
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In the sameway we might considerthe Feedingof the
Five Thousand, the Discourseon the Bread of Life, and the
disputationsat theJerusalemfeasts. In all of thesethe same
ideasof testimony, faith and life stand out, while unbelief
placesitself in exceedinglyridiculouspositions. The man born
blind andgiven his sight could be brushedasideby the blind
Jews, but the man continuedto seenevertheless. Testimony
failed to lead them to faith; for they understoodclearly that
faith in Jesusinvolved turning from sin. In their refusal to
repent no changewas wrought in their lives—their sin re¬

mained. As afinal sign Lazaruswasraisedto life, almostunder
the shadowof Jerusalem. Being nearJerusalemmany Jews
werepresentto comfort thebereavedsisters, so that his being
raised could not be gainsaid. Unbelief’s only resort was to
plan to put to deathboth the man who raised Lazarusfrom
the deadaswell as Lazarushimself. How absurd!

The issueis clearly drawn. Faith in Him affectslife, and
determinesdestiny. Jesusis comea Light into the world, that
whosoeverbelievethon Him should not abidein darkness.

Thetenderersceneswith thedisciplesleadaswell to belief
(13—17). Thoseintimatemessagesof love and comfort come
from Onewho is morethanman. In themidst of the Passover
supperJesus, their Lord and Master, performsan astounding
act; He stoopsto washthe disciples’ feet. When this humble
serviceis completedHe showsthem that what He had done
wasmorethana mereact of hospitality; it wasthe institution
of a Christianordinanceto be perpetuatedin the church. But
what raisesthis humbleserviceto the placeof an ordinance?
First, it wasinstitutedby divine authority. Second, like other
Christian ordinances, the outward act symbolizesa spiritual
truth. Third, the commandwasgiven for the act to be per¬
petuated. Fourth, a blessingis promisedto thosewho fulfill it
in loving obedience.

Jesusthen disclosesto the disciples His own departure
andthecomingof anotherComforter, theSpirit. Heshallabide
with them forever. In a most vivid metaphorof the vine and
branchesJesusdepicts the mystical union betweenHimself
and believers. This union is a vital one, but continuancein this
life-giving union is maintainedby abiding in Him. Unfruitful
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branchesare takenaway, while fruitful onesare purgedthat
they might bring forth morefruit.

Following this, additional teachingis given concerning
the work of the Holy Spirit, chiefly asit pertainsto theworld.
In tenderlove He preparesthem for the coming ordeal, and
then He lifts up His eyesto heavenin prayer to the Father
in behalf of his own. When He prays, no onecan doubt that
theoneaddressedasFatheris in a very uniqueway His Father,
just astheSonwasin a uniqueway theSon of God.

In His trial He is foundsinless. His crucifixion is a blot on
Jewishand Roman justice. The climax of testimonyis found
in thewitnessesto the resurrection. In thefirst placethe tomb
was empty. In the secondplaceJesusappearsto Mary Mag¬

daleneand later to ten of thedisciples. The caseof Thomasis
themostchallenging. Whenpermittedtoplacehis finger in the
nailprintsand his handinto His side, he cries in adoringwon¬

der: “ My Lord andmy God.” “Thisconfession,” saysErdman,
“ is not only the culmination of belief ; it is also the climax of
theGospel.” Johnat onceaddsthat his purposein writing was
to bring his readersto this faith that Jesusis the Christ, the
Son of God; and that believing they might have life through
His name.

ThePeculiaritiesof ThisGospel

1. MaterialsPeculiarto John. Of the 62 sectionsin this
Gospel, 32 containmatternot recordedin theotherthree. We
aredependenton this Gospelfor the full informationgiven on
theearlyJudeanministry, the ministry at theFeastsof Taber¬
naclesandDedication, andthepartingmessageto thedisciples.
John gives none of the parablesrecordedin the other three
Gospels. To this Gospelwe are indebtedfor knowledgecon¬

cerning the three, likely four, passoversof Christ’s ministry
(2:13; 5:1; 6:4; 13:1).

Theprominencegiven in this Gospelto thediscoursesand
certainpersonalinterviewsof Jesusis especiallynoteworthy:
the interviews with Nicodemus(3:1-15) and the Samaritan
woman (4:4-38), aswell asa scoreof otherbriefer ones; and
the discoursesafter the healingat Bethesda(5:19-47) on the
breadof life (6:35-58) on thelaw (7:16-39) and thelight of the
world (8:12-58), on the goodshepherd(10:1-38), on the way,
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thetruth andthe life (14), on thetrue vine (15), and the mis¬

sion of the Comforter(16).
2. The Miracles of This Gospel. Of the eight miracles

recorded, six arepeculiarto this Gospel: thewaterturnedinto
wine (2:1-10) ; the nobleman’s son healed(4:46-54) ; the para¬

lytic at the pool of Bethesda(5:1-15) ; the blind man at the
pool of Siloam (9:1-7) ; the raising of Lazarus(11), and the
miraculousdraughtof fishes(21:1-12).

3. The RemarkableSelf-assertions.
a. “ I am” 1(4:26; 6:20; 8:24, 28, 58; 18:5-8).
b. “ I am the bread of life” (6:35).
c. “ I am the light of the world” (9:5).
d. “ I am the door of thesheep” (10:7).
e. "I am the good shepherd” (10:11, 14).
f . “ I am the resurrection, and the life” (11:25).
g. “ I am the way, the truth, andthe life” (14:6).
h. “ I am the truevine” (15:1).
4. Key words: Light, glory and to be glorified, life andto

live, testimonyandto testify, to know, world, to believe, name,
truth, sign, Comforter, and judgmentandto judge. Johnalone
usesthesolemn, repeatedverily, verily.

The key verse to 20:31, quoted under the Theme and
Purpose.

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. Givea sketchof the life of theApostleJohn.
2. What arethe threedominantideasof the Gospelof John?

From an incidentof thebook, showhow theseideasappear
in clearlight.

3. What is spokenconcerningthe deity of Christ in the pro¬

logue, 1:1-18?
4. From3:17-21showhowJesusis thetouchstoneof character.
5. Studytheinterviewof Jesuswith thewomanof Samariaas

an exampleof personalwork.
6. Why did manyof Jesusdisciplesgo backandwalk no more

with Him (6:67) after His discourseon the breadof life ?
7. Explain 9:39.
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8. Into what ridiculous circumstancesdoes unbelief place it¬

self?
9. Give reasonsfor believing that in washingthe disciples’

feet Jesusinstituteda Christianordinance.
10. RelatetheteachingsJesusgiveswith referenceto theHoly

Spirit.
11. Why is Jesus’ prayer in chapter17 sometimescalled His

high-priestly prayer?
12. Namesomematerialsgiven by threeGospelwriters that

John doesnot give. Namesomematerialsthat he gives
which arenot given by theotherthreewriters.

13. Namesomematerialsgiven in all four Gospels.
14. What do the remarkableself-assertionsof Jesusmeanto

you?



Lesson VIII

The Teaching Ministry of Jesus
I . Jesusasa Teacher

Luke tells us that “Jesusreturnedin the power of the
Spirit into Galilee, and a report concerninghim went out
throughall the surroundingcountry. And he taught in their
synagogues, being glorified by all” (4:14, 15). And Jesus
Himself said, “ I mustpreachthegood newsof thekingdomof
God ... for I wassent for this purpose” (Luke 4:43). It is
clear from thesepassagesthat Jesusconsideredteachinga
largepart of His ministry. After the acceptedpatternof the
day, Hechosedisciplesto bewith Him andto learnfrom Him.
The Greekword which is translateddisciple means“ learner.”
Peoplein generalseem to have thought of Him as a rabbi,
thatis, teacher. Therich youngruleraddressedHim as“ Good
Teacher.” Nicodemussaid, “ Rabbi, we know that thou art a
teachercomefrom God.”

But Jesuswasa teacherwith a difference. The multitudes
marveledat the graciouswords that proceededout of His
mouth. And Matthew says, “ The crowdswereastonishedat
His teaching, for hetaughtthemasonewho hadauthority, and
notastheirscribes” (Matt.7:28, 29).Thescribes’ authoritywas
their tradition which hadbeenhandeddown by their teachers.
Theyfollowed it slavishlyevenmisspellingwordswheretheir
teachershad mademistakes. Jesus’ authoritywasthe author¬
ity of truth and righteousness. He lived in such close com¬

munionwith God thatHecouldsay, “ My teachingis not mine,
but his who sent me” (John7:16, R.S.V.). He did not speak
His own word, but God’s word. And further, Jesuslived what
He preached. He not only preachedthat the kingdomof God
wasat hand, Healsodemonstratedthepowerof God in healing
and castingout demons. On the other hand, He could justly
sayof thescribesthat theydid not practicewhat they taught.

As far as methodis concerned, Jesus’ teachingwas infor¬

mal andoral. Much of His teachinggrewspontaneouslyout of
immediatesituations. A quarrelamongHis disciples, a ques-

60
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tion from the perplexedJohn, ayoungman’s requestto divide
an inheritance, a woman’s comingto draw water, etc., all be¬

came the occasionfor teaching. He madegreat use of the
commonplacefor illustrations. The birds, flowers, children,
sowingand reaping, lighting lamps, fishing—in His handsall
thesebecomesuperbillustrationsof the new life in the king¬

dom.
His teachingwas personaland direct. He spoke to the

inner needsof the soul. He exposedthe hidden motive. He
was concernedwith the greatguiding principles of life, but
He dealt with them in a concretemanner. Many of His say¬

ings have the force of a proverb. For example, He taught,
“And if your handor your foot causesyou to sin, cut it off and
throw it from you” (Matt. 18:8, R.S.V.), ratherthanto present
somegeneralprincipleson how to dealwith temptation. This
givesHis teachinggreatpith andforce and a quality of time¬

lessness.
He madegreat useof parablesto clarify the meaningof

His teachingto His followers. And lastly, we shouldnotethat
He adaptedHimself to His audience. He beganwith the ter¬

minologyandconceptswhich werecurrentin His dayandpa¬

tiently led menon to higherconceptsand deeperinsightsinto
truth. Among the great teachersof the world Jesusstands
secondto none. His teachingshavea beautythat still excites,

admiration, and a directnessand clarity that stab men sud¬

denly awake.
II . Jesus’ Useof Parables

JamesStewardcallsJesus’ parables“ thosematchlesspic¬

tureswhich are not only creationsof purestartistry but also
openedsuddenlyupon life

The Greekword paraboleitself meansto placealongside.
Thus the popular conceptthat a parableis the settingof an
earthlyexperienceor incidentalongsideof a spiritualor moral
truth for illustration and comparison. This definition is ad¬

equatefor manyof the parablesin the New Testament, but it
doesnot coverall of thesayingscalled parables. For example,
“ Physician, heal thyself” (Luke 4:23) is calleda parable. See

living revelationsof grace, windows
anddestinyand God.”*

Stewart, The Life arid Teachingof JesusChrist, p. 74.
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alsoMark 7:15. TheOld Testamentword for parableis mashal
which has a broaderconnotation. In fact, it seldom means
parableas defined above. More often it meansproverb or
oracle. This Old Testamentusagethrowsfurther light on the
New Testamentconceptof parables.

Eachparablehasonemain truth to express. In somepara¬

bles like the good Samaritanand the rich fool certain types
of humanconductaresketchedin vivid colors, andthehearers
areallowed to make the application. The goal of thesepara¬

blesis to arouseconscience. In others, like thekingdompara¬

bles, principlesof God’sgovernmentandman’s relationto God
arepresented. It is a good rule of interpretationnot to try to
find the meaningof eachsymbol in a parable, but to study it
asa flash of insight into somegreattruth.

Jesususedparablesin every period of His ministry, but
therecamea time whenHe seemsto havegiven thema larger
placein His teaching. Mark 4:34 suggeststhat He usedthem
almostexclusivelywhen He taughtthe multitudes. His disci¬
ples questionedHim about this, and His answerto them re¬

cordedin Matthew13:10-17andMark 4:11f. hasbeenthecause
of much discussionamongBible studentssince.

If we rememberthehistoricalcontextin which thisanswer
wasgiven, it will helpus to understandJesus’ words. He had
arrivedat the point in His ministry wheremen weredividing
into two classesof opinion concerningHimself and His teach¬

ing. The Phariseessaid, “ He hasa demon.” The multitudes
still hailedHim asa greatleaderandprophet, but showedlittle
understandingof His real characteror mission. In this con¬

text, then, we shouldnotethat a parablecan be understoodon
two levels. “ It has,” asT. W. Mansonsays, “ its own meaning
asa story and a further meaning—and this is the important
thing—by applicationto personsor eventsor both together.
It is possiblefor a hearerto follow and appreciatethe former
meaningwithout having the slightestinkling of the latter.”*
Thusdifferent kinds of peoplemight listen to themand make
different applications. A true understandingof the parables
requireda faith responseon thepart of thehearer. Thosewho
refusedto acceptJesusastheChrist wereleft in their stubborn
ignorance. This was not becausethe parableswere obscure,

* T. W. Manson, The Teachingof Jesus, Cambridge, 1948, pp. 64, 65.
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but becauseof their unwilingnessto respond. The multitude
might havemadeapplicationsaccordingto its variedspiritual
comprehension. And thosewho were sincerelysearchingfor
truth in Christ found in Him thekey to His parables. He was
describingthekingdom of God asit wasin fact alreadyin ex¬

istenceamongthem, and if anyonewould acceptHim, then
the parablesbecamewindows through which they might see
the light.

Thefirst and mostwell-definedgroupof parablesis found
in the thirteenthchapterof Matthew. Theseare called the
kingdom parables. The parableof the Sowerpicturesthe dif ¬

ferentattitudestoward the Word of the kingdom, and shows
that theWord will bearfruit asthe individual is willing to re¬

ceiveit. TheParableof theTaresdrawsattentionto the work
of thedevil in sowingbadseedin theworld, thebadseedbeing
the childrenof the wicked one. Both the children of the king¬

dom and the children of the wicked oneare allowed to grow
togetheruntil the endof the world, at which time the “Son of
man shall sendforth his angels, and they shall gatherout of
his kingdom all thingsthat offend, and them which do iniqui¬

ty.” The wicked shall be castinto a furnaceof fire, while the
righteousshall shineforth asthe sun in the kingdom of their
Father.” The Parablesof the MustardSeedand of the Leaven
probably representthe externaland internal growths respec¬
tively of the kingdom. The kingdom is securedthrough tre¬

mendoussacrifice; this may be thelessonof theParablesof the
Hid Treasureand of thePearlof GreatPrice. The Parableof
the Dragnet shows that the kingdom will draw within its
bordersboth good and bad, but the separationwill take place
at theendof theworld.
III . Great Themesfrom Jesus’ Teaching

1. The Kingdom of God. The whole messageof Jesus
andtheapostlesis oneplacecharacterizedasthe“ gospelof the
kingdom” (Acts8:12). TheOld Testamentprophetshad look¬

ed forward to thetime whenGod would establishHis kingdom
amongmen. Now Jesuscameannouncingthat this kingdom
was at hand. Mark 1:15. The kingdom or rule of God was
presentamongthem, but only thosewho would repentcould
enter it. His own power was an actualdemonstrationof its
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presence. Matt. 12:28. Again, the kingdom was a spiritual
reality, and only thosewho were “ born of the Spirit” could
enter it. John3:5 f. The kingdom demandstotal allegiance.
No mancanservetwo masters. Indeed, it demandsa complete
re-evaluationof one’s life. One must lose his life in order to
saveit. It wasthecommonopinion in Jesus’ day that the poor
were unhappyand the rich were happy. But Jesussaid that
thepoorwerehappybecausetheirswasthekingdomof heaven,
and the rich were miserablebecauseriches madeit morally
impossibleto enter the kingdom.

All this wasin contrastto rabbinic teaching. Most of the
Jews, includingJesusdisciples, werelookingfor a materialistic
kingdom in which the righteouswould havean abundanceof
worldly possessionsandprestige. TheJewswerelooking for a
messiahwho would give themfreedomfrom Romeand usher
in a goldenagewith themselvesdominatingthepolitical scene.
WhenJesuscameas“ thesufferingservant” teachingthat the
kingdom was a spiritual reality which could be attainedonly
by way of the cross, the JewsrejectedHim. It should not be
overlooked that Jesus’ teachingconcerningthe kingdom in¬

cludedboth a presentphaseanda futureeternalphase.
2. Discipleship. Many times Jesusspoke about the re¬

wardsand requirementsfor following Him. He promisedrest
to thosewho cometo Him. “ My yoke is easy, and my burden
is light” (Matt. 11:30). WhenPeteraskedHim what thedisci¬
ple’s reward would be, Jesussaid, “Truly, I say to you, there
is no onewho hasleft houseor brothersor sistersor mother
or fatheror childrenor lands, for my sakeand for the gospel,
who will not receivea hundredfoldnow in this time, houses
and brothersand sistersand mothersand children and lands,
with persecutions, and in the ageto comeeternallife” (Mark
10:29, 30, R.S.V.). Thisanswermakesit clearthat thedisciple
can not expect material prosperityand easeas a reward for
servingChrist. Christ’s comforting presenceand the security
which he finds in the Christianbrotherhoodare the disciple’s
rewardsin this life.

The requirementsfor discipleship are summed up in
Jesus’ words, “ If any man would comeafter me, let him deny
himself and take up his crossand follow me. For whoever



Lesson VIII TEACHING MINISTRY OF JESUS 65

would savehis life will lose it ; and whoeverloseshis life for
my sakeandthegospel’s will saveit” (Mark 8:34, 35 R.S.V.).
Taking up the crossmeansthat we are to acceptgladly the
persecutionand opposition of the world which comesas a
result of beingChrist’s followers. At other placesJesussays
that thedisciplemustbe willing to forsakeall to follow Him.

3. Prayer. The “ Lord’s Prayer” is probably the best
known excerptfrom Jesus’ teachings, but manydo not under¬
standits deepsignificance. In thefirst place, we must remem¬

ber that it wasgiven to His disciples, and not to everyonein
general. Only disciplesof Jesuscan truly call God “ Father.”
When we approachGod asFather, we cometo Him in confi¬
denceandtrust. But we do not comein shallowor sentimental
familiarity, for God is holy and to be revered. We offer Him
our respectandadoration. “ Hallowedbe thy name.” We then
voice our willingnessto submit to His rule and our desirefor
His reign not only in our lives but also in the whole world.
Theconcernfor physicalsustenancefollows thepetitionfor the
furtheranceof God’s kingdom and is secondaryto it. Prayer
for personalneedsis not selfishwhenit is madein light of the
priority of thekingdom. It is the will of God that we seeour
daily need and dependupon Him for its supply. The next
elementis confessionof sin and prayerfor strengthto over¬
cometemptation. We are remindedthat we can not live one
way andpray another! We must be forgiving if we want our
prayerfor forgivenessanswered.

Jesustaughtthatprayershouldbeconstant. (Luke18:1),
sincere—“ not as the hypocrites” (Matt. 6:5 f ), in His name
(John16:24, 26-28), and in faith (Mark 11:24). He assured
His followers that the Fatheris more thanreadyto give good
thingsto themthat ask Him.

4. Sin and Forgiveness. JamesStewartnotesthat “Jesus
seemsto havespokenbut rarely of ‘sin’ in the singular, and
nearlyalwaysof ‘sins’ in theplural. His interest, that is to say,
wasnot abstractbut concrete, not speculativebut practical.”*
Jesusdid not comeprimarily to teachmenwhatsin was, nor to
teachthem how to live aboveit. He cameto be their savior
from sin. Nevertheless, He doesshowmenwhatthetruechar-

• Stewart, The Life and Teachingof JesusChrist, p. 88.
i
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acter of sin is, what its consequencesare, and how it can be
gotten rid of.

Jesustaught that sin is breaking the law of God (Matt.
5:19), but He did not stop with the outwardact as the rabbis
did. He said that sin is alsoin the thoughtand desire. Matt. 5:
22, 28. The evil words that flow throughthe mouth comeulti ¬

matelyfrom the heart. Matt. 15:18 f . Further, He tells us that
sin is not only breaking the law ; it is breakingthe Father’s
heart. It is lack of love for God. The sin of the prodigal was
leaving his father’s houseand going his own selfish way. The
consequencesof sin are blindness(John9:39), judgment, and
finally eternaldeath (John 3:18, 19; Matt. 5 :22b ; 22:13).

But thegood newsof Jesusis that thereis forgivenessand
restoration. God waits like the father of the prodigal for his
erring son’s return. He is not willing that any should perish,
but that all should come to repentance. JesusHimself offers
this forgiveness. Matt. 9:2 ; Luke 7:48. It is not, however,
without cost. Jesushascometo give His life a ransom. Mark
10:45. ThusHe connectsHis deathwith God's free forgiveness.

Questions
(For ReviewandDiscussion)

1. NamesomedifferencesbetweenJesusas a teacherand the
scribes.

2. Whatarethreecharacteristicsof Jesus’ methodof teaching?
3. What is a parable?
4. Why did Jesusteachin parables?
5. What is the key to understandingthe parables?
6. NamethreethingsJesustaughtabout the kingdom of God.
7. What are the rewardsof discipleship? Requirements?
8. What is the relation of prayer for daily bread and prayer

for the kingdom?
9. What is Jesus’ teachingabout the natureof sin?



Lesson IX

Spreading the Good Newsfrom
Jerusalemto Antioch

(Acts of the Apostles1—13)
Author.—Luke. For a brief sketchof his life seeLesson6, “TheAuthor.”
Destination.—Theophilus.
Date.—About A.D. 63. Evidenceseemsto point to the writing of this

book at the closeof the two-year imprisonmentof Paulat Rome.
Themeand Purpose.—“The churchwitnessingfor Christ.” Its purpose

is “ to show the establishmentby the Spirit through the apostlesof
universalChristianity.”

Divisions (for generalview and memory work)
I. The Witnessin Jerusalem, 1:1—8:3.

II. The Witnessin Samariaand Judea, 8:4—12:25.
III . The Witnessunto the UttermostPart of the Earth, 13—28.
Outline (1—12, for referenceand study)

I. The Witnessin Jerusalem, 1:1—8:3.
1. Introduction—the resurrectionministry of Jesus, 1:1-11.
2. The placeof Judasfilled, 1:12-26.
3. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit, Peter’s sermon, and the

first converts, 2.
4. The lame man healedand Peter’s secondsermon, 3.
5. The first persecutionand theprayerof thechurch, 4:1-31.
6. The first discipline, 4:32—5:11.
7. The power of the church, the secondpersecution, and Gama¬

liel’s counsel, 5:12-42.
8. Ordinationof theseven, 6:1-7.
9. Stephen’s arrest, defense, and martyrdom, 6:8—7:60.

10. Persecutioncontinued, 8:1-3.
II. The Witnessin Samariaand Judea, 8:4—12:25.

1. Samariaevangelized, 8:4-25.
2. Philip and the Ethiopianeunuch, 8:26-40.
3. Theconversionof Saul, 9:1-31.
4. Peter’s laborsin Lydda and Joppa, 9:32-43.
5. Theconversionof Cornelius, 10.
6. Peter’s defenseof his ministry to the Gentiles, 11:1-18.
7. Barnabas’ missionin Antioch and his choiceof Saul for helper,

11:19-26.
67
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8. Relief sent to the Judeanbrethren, 11:27-30.
9. Martyrdom of James, imprisonment, release, and departurepf

Peter, Herod’s death, anddepartureof BarnabasandSaul from
Jerusalem, 12.

1. Luke theHistorian. Luke is thefirst churchhistorian.
In the Gospelhis skill asa historianwasdemonstratedin his
carefulinvestigationsof theeventsof Christ’s life andministry
aswell as in his intelligent graspof the universalmission of
Christ. Thesetraitsarecharacteristicof this book aswell. He
realizesthe needof presentingthe properkind of evidencein
supportof Christ’s resurrection. Christ “ shewedhimself alive
after His passionby many infallible proofs,” he observes.

Thishistoricalskill on thepartof Luke is exceedinglyim¬

portantin view of thepopulardenialsof themiraculousevents
of the Bible, andof Christ’s resurrectionin particular. A firm
basis for belief is laid when a careful historian like Luke
throughtheinspirationof theHoly Spirit presentsthis miracle
of miraclesasprovedby manyinfallible proofs.

2. Christ’s ResurrectionMinistry. Christ takes up the
threadof teachingwhereHe left off in His closingdiscourses
beforeHis sufferings, i.e., with thethemeof thecomingof the
Holy Spirit. A new epochwas inauguratedby thedeathand
resurrectionof Christ, but the baptismof the Holy Spirit was
still to come. The time foretold by the prophetswhen God
would pour out His Spirit uponall flesh wassoonto come.

The disciples, still entertaininghopesof a political Mes¬

sianickingdom, thoughtthat theoutpouringof theHoly Spirit
would surely introducethe restorationof the kingdom to Is¬

rael. Christ tells themthatit is not for themto know “ thetimes
or theseasons, which the Fatherhath put in his own power.”
Somehold that the mistakeof the discipleswasdue to a mis¬

interpretationof the time of the Messianickingdom. Others
believethat their error wasdueto a wrongconceptionof the
kingdom, and that theoutpouringof the Holy Spirit is proof
of theestablishmentof the Messianickingdom.

Christ commitsto His followers thetaskof beingwitness¬
esof His resurrectionto the world. The Greekword for wit ¬

nessis martysfrom which the English word “ martyr” is de¬

rived. This suggeststhat many of thosewho witnessedfor
Christ wereput to deathfor their testimony.
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3. TheVacancyof JudasFilled. Christhadchosentwelve
official witnessesof His work to whom was committed the
responsibiltyof proclaiming to the world all the deedsand
words of Jesus, especiallyof His resurrection. Judashaving
betrayedhis Lord and endedhis life, the disciples felt that
his place neededto be filled so that Christ’s purposeof a
twelvefold testimonyto the world shouldnot fail. In Peter’s
introductionof the matterof filling thevacancyhe statesthe
qualificationclearly: The personchosenmustbe onewho had
beenwith thedisciplesandJesusfrom thedaysof the Baptist
until the ascension. Two fulfilled this qualification. Of these,
Matthias was chosenby lot and numberedwith the eleven
apostles. This is the only incident in the New Testamentin
which the lot wasusedto selectpersonnelto servethechurch.
Pentecostwasstill a future event, and the implicationsof the
commonpossessionof theHoly Spirit werenot understoodas
yet.

Someunderstandthis ordinationasbeingpremature, and
thatGodfilled thevacancyin thechoiceof Paul. This interpre¬

tation fails to recognize: (1) theatmosphereof prayerout of
which the action proceeded; (2) the impossibility of Paul’s
fulfilling the prerequisitesstatedby Peter; and (3) the clear
fulfillment of Scripturein the ordination.

4. Pentecost. Two greateventsseparatedby thirty-three
yearsconstitutetheproof in actsof thedoctrineof theTrinity.
Thefirst is the incarnationof the Son of God, and the second,
theoutpouringof God theHoly Spirit. The descriptionof the
secondact is given in 2:1-13. The fact of the baptismof the
Holy Spirit is thefirst thing to observe.

TheHoly Spirit wasat work in theOld Testamentdispen¬

sation, but now throughthe new revelationof God in Christ
He cameinto the believer’s experiencewith new meaningand
relevance. As to theprophetsof old, Hegivesthegift of proph¬

ecy, but now His gifts are given without discrimination of
social class, race, or sex. The Spirit is poured out upon all
flesh (2:17). A secondsignificantdifferencebetwenthis mani¬
festationand the Spirit’s work in the old dispensationis that
this is thework of Christ. He hasfulfilled His promisein thus
sendingthe Spirit (2:33). Pentecostis the concludingact of
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the new revelationwhich beganwith the incarnationof Jesus
Christ.

The accompanyinggift of speakingwith other tongues
servesto magnify the importanceof the event in light of the
fact that there wereJewsand proselytespresentfrom many
different countriesandlanguages. It symbolizestheuniversal
characterof the Gospel. At Babel tongueswere confusedbe¬

causeof sin, but God is now, through the gift of the Holy
Spirit, undoingthehavocof sin. While thespeakingin tongues
is a meaningfulpart of Pentecost, it is not the central fact.
WhenPeterexplainedwhatwashappening, heemphasizedthe
propheticelementratherthan the tongues.

Peter’s interpretationof the event is significant. It is the
fulfillment of Joel’s prediction, and introducesthe era when
“ whosoevershall call upon the name of the Lord shall be
saved.” Peterproceedsto show that Jesuswas approvedof
God among the Jews by miracles and wonders and signs.
While His death was accordingto “ the determinedcounsel
and foreknowledgeof God,” the Jews were responsiblefor
slaying the Messiah. The resurrectionof Christ is God’s re¬

buke of their foul deed. God hasglorified Jesus, making Him
both Lord and Christ.

This messagebrought conviction to the hearts of the
people. Peterbids themrepentandbe baptizedin thenameof
Jesusfor the remissionof sins. Remissionof sinsthroughJe¬

susChrist is a new note in the history of redemption. Acts
13:38, 39. To the Jewswho for hundredsof yearstrustedin
the law for remission of sins this preachingwas startling,
especiallyso becauseit was accomplishedthrough the One
whom they crucified. Trust in the law must be replacedby
faith in Christ.

5. The Life of the Early ChristianCommunity. The ini¬

tial brotherhoodmadeno distinct breakwith Judaism. They
continuedto worshipin the temple. They addedto this, how¬

ever, the distinctly Christian service of breakingbread (the
Lord’sSupper). Thisservicewasheld in privatehomes. They
were bound togetheras a distinct group within the Jewish
frameworkby their commonloyalty toJesustheMessiah. The
apostleswere thespiritual and administrativeleaders.
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Thestrikingcharacteristicof thegroupwasits unity. This
unity of faith andSpirit led them to feel a commonresponsi¬
bility for the material needsof eachother. As a result they
freely put their possessionsat thedisposalof thewhole broth¬

erhood. “ Noonesaidthatanyof thethingswhich hepossessed
was his own, but they had everything in common” (4:32,
RSV). Notethefollowing aboutthis communityof goods:

1. It wasa direct outgrowthof spiritual unity.
2. It grew out of an immediateneedin the local brother¬

hood.
3. It wasa free responsemadeasthe needarose, and not

an enforcedcommunismof goods.
The picture is one of Christian generositygrowing out of a
deeppiety and love. Hereis vital spiritual brotherhoodat its
enthusiasticbest. The result was favor amongthe common
peopleandthebestowalof powerby the Holy Spirit.

But thegroupwas not without problems. Therewashy¬

pocrisyandcomplainingamongsomeof them. In responseto
thecomplaintswhich wereat leastpartially justified theapos¬
tlesprovidedfor a moreadequateandfunctionalorganization.
Thesevenmen chosenfor the taskof distributing provisions
were not called deacons, neitheris it clear that the office was
permanent.

6. Persecutionin theApostolicChurch. Theinfant church
sooncameinto conflict with theestablishedorder of religion.
Persecutionarosechiefly on accountof the preachingof the
apostles, which brought to the Jews the senseof guilt for
takingthelife of Jesus. It wasrestrictedto Jerusalemand its
immediateenvirons. After themartyrdomof Stephen, theper¬
secutionbecamemore intensiveand extensiveuntil Saul, who
had beenleadingthe persecution, wasconverted. This perse¬
cution was carriedon by the Jewsalone. The Romanscon¬

sideredtheChristiansto bea Jewishsectand paid little or no
attentionto them in the early yearsof the movement. At no
time, however, was the Jerusalemchurch completely wiped
out. The persecutionswere sporadicand of varying degrees
of intensity. After his conversion, Paulwasconstantlyhound¬

ed by Jewishfanaticswho soughtto underminehis work and
even to kill him. James, the leaderof the Jerusalemchurch.



72 . BIBLE SURVEY COURSE Unit IV

wasmartyredin A.D.62. TheJewishChristianchurchof Jeru¬

salem passedout of existencewith the fall of Jerusalemin
A.D. 70.

7. The Miracles of the Apostolic Church. This is alsoa
period of miracles. ThroughPeterthe lame man was healed
(3:1-11) ; alsothepalsiedmanat Lydda (9:32-34) ; andDorcas
was raised(9:39-41). Of the miracleswrought throughPaul,
mentionis madeof the judgmentof blindnessuponElymasat
Paphos(13:8-ll ) ; of thehealingof theimpotentmanat Lystra
(14:8-10) ; of the castingout of a demonfrom the damselat
Philippi (16:18) ; of himself beinghealedof theviper’s bite (28:
1-6) ; of thehealingof Publius’ father(28:8, 9), andmanyother
miraclesnot specifically named.

The significanceof thesemiraclesshould also be noted.
Miraclesserveascredentialsto a messengerof God or of His
message. Theapostlesweretheaccreditedwitnessesof thelife
of Christ and the authoritativefoundersof the church. God
borewitnessto themandtheirwork insteadof to theleadersof
theJewishreligion, for Judaismin its rejectionof Christ was
now no longerthetrue religion. Anotherpoint of significance
of the miraclesof this period is found in thefact that it pre¬

paredthechurchfor receivinganewbodyof authoritativewrit¬

ing which shouldbe recognizedasScripturein thesamesense
astheOld Testament.

8. TheEarly Expansionof theChurch. This expansionis
tracedby Luke in threephases: thework of Philip in Samaria
including his ministry to the Ethiopian eunuch (8) ; Peter’s
tour in Lydda, Joppa, and Caesarea(9:32—10:48) ; and the
carryingof the Gospelby thescatteredChristiansto Phenice,
Cyprus, and Antioch.

Thework of Philip is interestingasshowingthat theSa¬

maritansarereceptiveto the Gospel. The careof the mother
churchfor the new work servesto bind the new body of be¬

lieverswith theold andshowsthattheywereconsidereda part
of the church. It was not a new and separateorganization
that originated in Samariabut merely an extensionof the
churchatJerusalem. Thiswasthefirst stepin theextensionof
the churchoutsideof the Jewishrace.

Theconversionof Corneliusconstitutesthe Pentecostfor
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theGentiles. It wasfitting thatPetershtfuld betnt ifTSTIWTR ent
through which the door of the Gospel should be openedto
them. While he laboredchiefly amongtheJews, God revealed
to him that Gentilesaswell asJewssharein the blessingsof

sadfact that the Jerusalemchurchwas neverable
to shakeherself completelyfree from Judaismand work free¬
ly amongthe Gentiles. Antioch in Syria becamethedominant
centerfor thenextwaveof expansion. Christianitycameto the
Jewsof Antioch probablythroughthe JewishChristianswho
were scatteredin the Judeanpersecution, but the witnessto
theGentilesin thecity wasmadeby Christianswhocamefrom
Cyprus.

the Gospel.
It is a

Questions
(For Reviewand Discussion)

1. Show how Luke has fulfilled his purposeof tracing “ the
establishmentby theSpirit throughtheapostlesof universal
Christianity.”

"“ 2. Why arewe so much concernedas to whetheror not Luke ^is a historianof the first order?—3. Showhow this book might well havetnetitle^'Acts o the
Holy Spirit.” fab-4. What*was the significanceof Pentecost?

5. Tracethelife andwork of Peterasrecordedin this book. a.
~6. Whatdid thespeakingin othertonguessymbolize?

7. Whatweresomedistinctivecharacteristicsof theJerusalem
church? l&'lasyr

8. What reasonsmay be given for theappearanceof prophets'j '

andtheperformanceof miraclesduringtheaposolic a ?

6
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Spreading the Good Newsfrom
Antioch to Rome

(Actsof the Apostles13—28)
For introductorymaterialseeChapterIX.
Outline, continued (13—28, for referenceand study)
III . The Witnessunto the UttermostPart of the Earth, 13—28.

1. Paul’s first missionary journey, 13, 14.
2. Thecouncil at Jerusalem, 15:1-35.
3. Paul’s secondmissionaryjourney, 15:36—18:22.
4. Paul’s third missionary journey, 18:23—21:17.
5. Paul’s arrestand defensebefore the multitude, 21:18—22:30.
6. Paul before the Sanhedrin, 23:1-22.
7. Paul sent to Caesareaand trial beforeFelix, 23:23—24:27.
8. Paul’s defensesbeforeFestusand Agrippa, 25, 26.
9. Paul’s journey to Rome, 27, 28.

1. Paul, the Apostle to theGentiles. If Peteris the lead¬

ing figureof theinaugurationof Christianity, Pauloccupiesthe
chief placein the expansionof the church. His conversionis
striking in a numberof ways. God grantedto him a special
revelationof JesusChrist, to which he at once respondedin
repentanceandfaith. From birth he hadbeensetapartfor this
greatwork astheApostle to the Gentiles.

The period of preparationin his life is significant. Before
conversionhe receivedtrainingat the feetof Gamaliel, a great
teacheramong the Jews. Immediately after his conversion
threeyearswerespentin Arabia in which time God was un¬

doubtedlyleadinghim to thefull comprehensionof theGospel
and to therealizationof his lifework. Thenfollow theyearsof
silence, probablyeight or nine in extent, which alsoservedto
fit him for thework. This period wasbroughtto a closewhen
Barnabassoughthim out for a helperat Antioch.

The Spirit, working through a group of earnestworkers
at Antioch, choseBarnabasandPaul for thegreattask of ex¬

tending the Gospel. The first journey took them to Cyprus,
laboringat two points, Salamisand Paphos; Pergain Pam-
phylia; Antioch in Pisidia; and to Iconium, Lystra, and Derbe

74
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in Lycaonia. Thistour wasattendedwith greatsuccessaswell
as considerableopposition. Christianity met raw paganism,
and it soonlearnedthat the progressof the Gospelwould not
be without opposition.

On the return to Antioch there arosean acuteprobleni
which requiredwisesolution if thepureGospelwasto be pre¬

served. Shall the GentilesobserveJewishrites and ceremon¬
ies? This was the burningquestion, and the youngchurchat
Antioch looked to the motherchurchat Jerusalemfor its so¬

lution. Paul, Barnabas, andothersweresentasrepresentatives
of theAntioch church. In thelargerconferenceof theapostles,
elders, andotherleaderstheSpirit led to the decisionthat the
Gentileswerefreefrom theritesandceremoniesthatpertained
to the Mosaiccovenant. This decisionallowed Christianity to
advancewithout the limitation thatJudaismwould imposeup¬

on it.
The secondmissionaryjourneyof Paul took him through

Syria and Cilicia to the churchesestablishedon the first jour¬

ney in Lycaonia and Pisidia, and extendedto Galatia, and
thenceto MacedoniaandGreece. Theleadingpointswherethe
apostlelaboredwereat Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, Athens,
andCorinth. At thelast-namedplacequiteextensivework was
doneduringa period of eighteenmonths. From this city Paul
wrote two epistlesto the Thessalonians. In the work at Cor¬

inth one beginsto seethegreatnessof the burdensthat were
falling upon theapostle. In themidst of theconflictswith cor̂
rupt paganism were added the care and oversight of the
churchesalreadyestablished.

Thethird missionaryjourneyalsobeganatAntioch. It ex¬

tendedto thechurchesof GalatiaandPhrygia, andfrom thence
to Ephesus. The door to the work at this place, which
was closed during the first journey, was now wide open.
Threeyearswerespenthere, markedby intenseactivity on the
part of the apostle. Paul’s work here was characterizedby
specialthoroughnessof teaching, by extraordinaryworking of
miracles, by widespreadsuccessboth in thecity and through¬

out all Asia, by fierceoppositionon thepartof thesilversmiths,
and finally by the attentionthat he had to give to difficulties
in other churches. Troublearosein the churchesof Galatia,
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which occasionedthe writing of the Epistle to the Galatians.
Also at Corinthseriousproblemsarose, in answerto which the
First Epistleto theCorinthianswaswritten. LeavingEphesus
Paul madea brief visit to the churchesin Macedonia(where
the SecondEpistle to the Corinthianswas written) and in
Greece. Likely from Corinth Paul wrote the Epistle to the
Romans. On his returnto Jerusalemhe met theeldersof Eph¬

esusat Miletus, giving theman affectionatefarewell.
The experiencesof theapostlein Jerusalemare thrilling,

andshowthat whetherhe speaksto Gentilesor Jewshe is al¬
waysable to proclaim thesameGospel. Thetwo-yearimpris¬

onmentat Caesareaterminatedwith his beingsent to Rome.
Thevoyagethitherconstitutesanotherthrilling episodein the
careerof the apostle.

2. The Prophetsof the Apostolic Church. It should not
escapenotice that prophetswerepresentin the churchof the
first century(11:27; 13:1; 15:32; 21:10; I Cor. 12:28; 14:29-32;
Eph. 4:11). The prophetwasnot an ordinary churchofficial.
Prophecywasa spiritualgift, givendirectlyby theHoly Spirit.
I Cor. 12:10, 11, 28; Eph.4:11. Theideaof theprophetandhis
work is fundamentallythesameasthat in the Old Testament.
“ He wasonewhom God madetheorganof communicationof
truth to the church,” saysPurves, “ one who spokedirectly
from God andwhosewordswere the wordsof God.”

The significanceof the gift of prophecyin the apostolic
ageis similar to that of miracles—the possessionof the gift
testified that the period wasanageof revelation, andprepared
the churchfor receivingthe new body of Scriptures.

Notice also how often teachersare mentionedin connec¬
tion with thework of theprophets. Theteachingministry was
an importantone in the apostolicchurch.

3. The ExtendedDiscoursesof the Book. Luke preserves
for us extendedaccountsof a numberof significantdiscourses
of theapostles. Notice hasalreadybeengiven to Peter’s ser¬
mon at Pentecost. His secondsermon (3:13-26) further un¬

folds themeaningof Christ’s work. Thecomingof thetimesof
refreshingis dependenton the repentanceof men. At Christ’s
return He shall restoreall things accordingto the words of
prophetsfrom theearliesttimes. Thespecialappealis madeto
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Israelby reasonof their beingchildrenof the prophetsandof
the covenants.

Peter’s appealwas to the prophecies, but Stephenin his
defense(7:2-53) drew attentionto the significanceof history.
Old Testamenthistory is a recordof God’s dealingswith His
people. In all this history unbelieversopposedGod’s work.
This is thekey to theoppositionof theJewsto Christianity. In
theirantagonismto thechurchtheywereopposingGod’s work.
To themthe law wastheintendedgoal of Hebrewhistory.

Paul’s sermonat Antioch in Pisidia (13:16-41) is theearli¬
est recordedteachingof theapostle. It is valuableasillustrat¬
ing the apostle’s thought and methodas a preacher. In this
sermonPaul first reviews Israel’s history for the purposeof
showingthat God’s redemptiveplan led up to thesendingof a
Saviour, Jesus. Paulthenrecountsthedeath, burial, andresur¬
rection of Jesus, all of which is the fulfillment of prophecy.
The last part of the sermonis mostsignificant. In a winning
appealto the Jewsashis breathrenhe declaresthat through
Jesusis preachedthe forgivenessof sins. But Paul addsone
more point: this justification which is possiblethrough faith
in JesusChrist wasimpossiblethroughthe law of Moses. The
sermonis brought to a close by a warning againstrejecting
this Gospelmessage.

Thevery brief accountof Paul’s discourseat Thessalonica
(17:3) showsit to bea two-point sermon. Heshowsfirst “ that
Christ must needshave suffered, and risen again from the
dead” ; and second“ that this Jesus... is the Christ.” It was
eminentlyfitted for hisJewishaudienceandservesfor all time
asa model for an effective approachto that nation.

If Paul’s sermonat Thessalonicais a model for approach
to theJews, his addresson Mars’ Hill (17:22-31) is a modelfor
obtaininga hearingamongGentiles. Contraryto the opinion
of some, Paul did not attemptto display his learningin this
messagenor did he leave the crossout of the message. The
approachwasmost tactful. He at oncepicturesto his hearers
the lofty conceptionof God which far transcendedtheir poly¬

theism. The trueGod is theSourceof all life and Ruler of the
earth. In opposition to their disdainfulattitudetoward other
nationsPauldeclaresthat God hasmadeof one blood all na-



78 BIBLE SURVEY COURSE Unit IV

tions. They shouldall seekthe Lord. Since man is the off ¬

springof God, the makingof idols is an affront evento man’s
dignity. God hasoverlookedthis ignoranceof times past, but
now Hecommandsall meneverywhereto repent. Judgmentis
comingupon the world. The man whom God raisedfrom the
deadis the judge. Suchwasthemasterfulmessageof Paul, but
theself-sufficient intellectualsof Athenswould not hearto this
foolishnessof a crucified and risenChrist.

Paul’s messageto theEphesianelders(20:18-35) is a touch¬

ing leave-taking of the apostle. In it the veteranmissionary
lays barehis methodsand principlesof work. His messageto
both JewsandGreekswas“ repentancetoward God, andfaith
towardtheLord JesusChrist.” He hadnot shunnedto declare
to them the wholecounselof God. Awareof approachingene¬

miesto thechurch, Paulwarnsthemto takeheedto themselves
and to the flock in which the Holy Spirit had made them
overseers. In a beautiful benedictionand with a few parting
exhortationshepartsfrom them, affirming that hewould never
seethemagain.

Two of Paul’s defenses(22:1-21; 26:2-23) call for study,
both of themarebrimming with interestas testimoniesto his
experienceof conversion. Very plainly Paulwasnot previously
inclined toward Christianity. Just as plainly Christ revealed
Himself to him. Paul’s absolutesurrenderto his Lord is equal¬
ly clear. All this testifies to the genuinenessof the change
wrought in him. It is incumbent upon those who deny the
reality of Paul’s conversionto accountfor the origin of these
narratives.

4. The Book of Acts a GreatTextbookon ChristianMis¬

sions. As showingthe needof Holy Spirit baptismand power
theopeningversegive testimony. Thebook is full of instances
of the manifestationof Holy Spirit power, suchastheconver¬
sion of the three thousandat Pentecost, the performing of
many signs and wonders, the labors of Paul which resulted
either in revival or a riot. From this point of view the book
could very properlybe called theActs of the Holy Spirit.

Thedignity of the missionary’s calling is alsosetforth in
theopeningverses. Heis a witnessuntoJesus. He wieldsHoly
Spirit power, andis backedby the authorityof Jesus.
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This bookgivesinspiredmodelsof reachingto Jewandto
Gentile. The usemadeof theScriptures, the preachingof re¬

pentanceandfaith, the testimonyto the crucifixion andresur¬
rectionof Christ, theadaptationof themessageto the hearers,
and thefearlessnessof thepreachersin the presenceof intense
opposition, all areof serviceto theChristianmissionary.

Thefirst centurymethodsof carryingon missionarywork
may well be thoseof the twentiethcentury. Paulusesgenuine
Christianstrategyin his generalplan of missionarywork, evi¬
denceof which is found in his westwardmovesinto the heart
of the Romanempire, the openingof work in the largercities
which in turn becomecentersof Christianinfluenceto thesur¬
roundingterritory, the establishmentin eachcity of an organ¬

ized church, the offer of the Gospelto theJewsfirst, the large
placegiven to evangelism, theconstantcareandattentiongiv¬

en to thechurches, andlast but not least, the completesubmis¬
sion to the guidanceof the Holy Spirit.

5. The Book of Acts a Great Authority on the Church.
Thebirthdayof thechurchwason Pentecost. Thechurchwas
founded by the Holy Spirit and madeup of the body of the
believers. In it Jew and Gentileare one. It is fundamentally
a witnessingbody. It is the redemptiveinstrumentconcerning
which the prophetsspokein their predictionsof the greatday
of gracefor all mankind.

Apostolicworshipandpiety aremodelsfor all time. Most
striking is thefundamentalchangethattook placein thetransi¬
tion from thetempleworshipto thatof thechurch. Theformer
had its priestsand sacrifices, while in the latter there is the
universalpriesthoodof the believers. In this new experience
of immediateaccessto God throughJesusChrist it is natural
to find a strongemphasisupon the reality of Christianexperi¬
ence. Study the accountsof the conversionsrecordedin the
book for rich illustrationsof experimentalreligion. This leads
to the large part played by prayer in the Apostolic Church.
Thedeeppiety of thebelieversled to the prominenceof prayer
in worship.

The book is rich also in lessonson church government.
The ordination of officials, the natureof offices to be filled,
church discipline, church councils, church organization, the
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seat of authority are illustrated in the first century church.
6. The Liberation of the Church from Judaism. A Jewish

convert to the preachingof the Gospel had a numberof dif ¬

ficult problemsto think through in his changefrom the rites
and ceremoniesof templeworship to the beliefsand practices
of theChristianChurch. Questionssuchasthefollowing were
boundto enterhis mind: Is thereactualforgivenessof sinsin
JesusChrist? Is theGospelfor the Gentilesaswell asfor the
Jews? Do the Gentilesneedto observeJewishritesandcere¬

moniesin order to becomeChristians? Do JewishChristians
needto continueto observethelaw? It is seenthat according
asthesequestionsareanswered, Christianitybecomeseithera
spiritual revival of Mosaic worship, or it is theculminationof
Mosaic worship and supersedesit.

A studyof the Book of Acts with thesequestionsin mind
will show that the Holy Spirit led the churchstepby stepto
the true solution of them. They were answeredin the order
thattheyarepresentedabove. Let ustracebriefly theiranswer.

a. In JesusChrist thereis remissionof sins. This is the
final point of Peter’s messageat Pentecost(2:38). Peterdid
not answertheremainingquestions. Thefirst stepin the lead¬

ing of the Holy Spirit wasthefundamentaltruth that through
JesusChrist sinsareactuallyforgiven.

b. Christianity is thegoal of God’s redemptiverevelation.
This is the lessontaught by Stephen(chapter7). It led the
Jewsto seethat the Mosaiccovenantwasonly a stepin God’s
revelation, not the goal. Hebrewhistory led to Christ; it did
not culminate in the law and the temple.

c. TheGospelis for SamaritansandGentilesaswell asfor
Jews. This was taughtby Philip’s work in Samariaand with
the Ethiopianeunuch(8), and in Peter’s vision which led to
the conversionof Cornelius(10). When the Holy Spirit fell
uponCorneliusandhis house, Petercould not refuseto admin¬
ister water baptism, which is the symbol of Holy Spirit bap¬

tism. The problem as it actually existedamongthe Jewish
Christiansis seen when Peter returns to Jerusalemand is
taken to task for his work with Cornelius. Peter’s defense
consistedof a rehearsalof the whole incident and led to the
pointedquestion, “ What was I, that I could withstandGod”
(Acts 11:17) ?
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d. It was impossibleto be justified by the law of Moses.
This is the climax of Paul’s sermon at Antioch in Pisidia
(13:39). Paul repeatsPeter’s teachingthat in Jesusthere is
remission of sins, but the additional statementthat it was
impossibleto be justified by the law wasan advancestep. In
it we see the beginning of the crumbling of the Mosaic
economy.

e. The Gentiles in becomingChristiansneed not adopt
Jewishritesand ceremonies. This is the leadinglessonof the
JerusalemCouncil (15). Thatthematterwasa questionof the
mostseriousdimensionsis seenin thefact that a generalcon¬

ferencewasrequiredto solveit.
f. TheJewishChristiansneednot continueto observethe

Mosaic rites and ceremonies. This lessonlies outsideof the
Book of Acts but it is clearly implied there. It is taught, how¬

ever, in theEpistleto theHebrews. TheretheMosaiceconomy
is representedas decayingand waxing old, ready to vanish
away. Heb. 8:13.

Through thesesix stepsthe Christian Church was liber¬

atedfrom the clutchesof Judaism. It involved a tremendous
struggle, but wassolvedthroughtheclear leadingof theHoly
Spirit.

7. TheRiseof theNewTestamentBooks. While theBook
of Acts makesno referenceto the writing of any other of the
New Testamentbooksit shouldbe rememberedthatall of the
books, excepting I and II Timothy, Titus, the writings of
John, andpossiblysomeothers, werewritten duringthe period
of time coveredby the history of Acts. By consultingagain
the table furnishedin LessonI the order of their appearance
may be seen.

Questions
(For Review and Discussion)

1. Tracethe journeysof the Apostle Paul.
2. What werethe textsof thesermonsrecordedin Acts?
3. What missionarylessonsmay begainedfrom this book?
4. What lessonsmay be gainedfrom this book with reference

to the church?
5. Tracethe liberationof thechurchfrom Judaism. Show the

Holy Spirit’s leadingin this liberation.
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