Book Report Assignment
Cry, the Beloved Country
Your assignment is to write two pages about Cry, the Beloved Country. It should be typed, double spaced, and in 12 point Times New Roman font. Use 1” margins all around. You will have several options for your subject:
1. You may do a character sketch of one of the major characters. Stephen Kumalo, James Jarvis, and Theophilus Msimangu would be your primary options, but you may use others if you wish. You will want to answer a variety of questions about your chosen character, but here are a few to get you started:
a. What is important to your character?
b. How does your character change through the course of the book?
c. How does your character respond to difficulty?
d. How does your character view himself/herself?
e. How do others view your character?
2. You may trace a theme in the book. Several theme ideas include fear, power, love, the issue of race, and the destruction of the tribe. Again, you will answer a variety of questions in your paper, but here are some ideas for the “destruction of tribe” theme:
a. What role did the tribe play before it was destroyed?
b. What is destroying the tribe?
c. What might replace the tribe?
3. You may relate Cry to modern society or to your life. What timeless issues do the characters in Cry face that you also face? How do they deal with those issues? What can we learn about those issues from this book?

