Endocrine System Worksheet		Name: ______________________
		Number: ______
1. Compare the nervous system to the endocrine system in the following chart.
	
	Nervous System
	Endocrine System

	Mode of control 
(direct or indirect)
	Direct—the nerve directly touches the effector
	Indirect—the hormone is released into the blood

	Speed of response

	Fast (milliseconds)
	Slow (seconds to days)

	Duration of influence

	Short—nerve stops, effect stops
	Long—effect lasts until hormone deactivated

	Effectors they control

	Muscles and glands
	Most things

	Strength of signal

	All-or-nothing
	Moderated by amount of hormone and number of receptors

	Repair

	Usually not possible
	Usually possible


2. Describe the endocrine function of each of the following glands
a. Pituitary gland: 	
b. Thyroid gland: 	
c. Adrenal glands: 	
d. Ovaries: 	
e. Testes: 	
3. Why do steroid hormones not require a receptor complex to enter the interior of their target cells? 	
4. What is a negative feedback loop, and how do negative feedback loops contribute to homeostasis in the body? 	
	
	
	
	
