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Bible Study Skills
FBCS 2023-2024
I. Class Information
Instructor: John Mark Kuhns
Email: 	johnk@fbep.org
Phone: 	(330) 240-3396
Class Times: 	8:45-9:30, M, T, R, F
Students: 	Grades 9-10
Room: 	109
II. Description
One defining characteristic of mature disciples of Jesus Christ is that they work hard to understand the Scriptures—God’s Word revealed to us. Bible study goes beyond merely reading the Scriptures: it involves regular, careful, systematic examination of the Scriptures with the intent to understand and live God’s Word. This requires an alert mind and a prayerful, open heart. Bible study requires the development of specific skills that, like any other skills, must be honed and perfected through practice.
This course introduces an inductive method of Bible study that focuses heavily on close observation of Biblical text. We will study methods of observation, interpretation, and application of Bible texts, with a strong emphasis on hands-on practice. Students will also be introduced to Bible study helps, including concordances, atlases, word-study helps, Bible encyclopedias and dictionaries, and commentaries.
III. Goals for this course
I hope that this course will inspire your love for God, feed and develop your hunger for God’s Word, and help to make personal Bible study a rewarding experience.
IV. Purposes and Objectives
At the end of this course, successful students will be able to…
1. Describe how our Bible came to be and what it is for.
2. Describe and evaluate major philosophies of Bible translation.
3. Differentiate between paraphrase and translation.
4. Describe and use an inductive method of Bible study.
5. Differentiate between textual study and topical study.
6. Identify and describe literary genres in the Bible.
7. Identify literary devices used in the Bible.
8. Name and describe nine figures of speech used in the Bible.
9. Use appropriate Bible study tools to write a commentary on Colossians.
10. Identify, and give examples of, misuses of Bible study skills.
V. Texts
1. Mastering Bible Study Skills Revised Edition Student work text. Paul Pyle.
2. The Holy Bible. This should be reference Bible in one of the following translations: King James Version, New King James Version, New International Version, New American Standard Bible, or English Standard Version. Students should use the same Bible consistently throughout the course. Do not use a study Bible.
3. Assorted Bible study tools. These will be provided by the instructor.
VI. Requirements
The successful student will…
1. Successfully complete all tests.
2. Successfully complete all projects.
3. Successfully recite all Bible memory.
VII. Methods
This course is designed to provide students with the necessary skills to read and understand the Bible on their own. This will involve considerable hands-on practice coupled with class discussions and lectures. Active participation on the part of the students will be of vital importance in this class.
VIII. Grading policies: 
All assignments must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Late assignments may be penalized at the teacher’s discretion up to 20% per class period overdue.
Tests and projects: 	70%
Participation:	10%
Bible memory:	20% 
IX. Course Schedule:
	28-Aug
Introduction
	29-Aug
What the Bible is for
	30-Aug
Chapel
	31-Aug
What the Bible is for (2)
	1-Sep
Psalm 46:1-4
Observing

	4-Sep
No School
Labor Day
	5-Sep
MLOPP
	6-Sep
Chapel
	7-Sep
Split chapel
	8-Sep
Psalm 46:5-8
MLOPP project

	11-Sep
MLOPP practice
	12-Sep
MLOPP project
	13-Sep
Chapel
	14-Sep
MLOPP Project Review
	15-Sep
Psalm 46:9-11
MLOPP Due


	18-Sep
History: Hebrew Bible
	19-Sep
Hebrew Bible
	20-Sep
Chapel
	21-Sep
Split chapel
	22-Sep
Isaiah 53:1-4
History: Canon

	25-Sep
History: LXX
	26-Sep
World Awareness Day
	27-Sep
History: New Testament
	28-Sep
History:
Vulgate
	29-Sep
Isaiah 53:5-8 
History: Canon


	2-Oct
History: English Translations
	3-Oct
Test: History of the Bible
	4-Oct
Chapel
	5-Oct
Split chapel

	6-Oct
Isaiah 53:9-12 
Translation

	9-Oct 
Translation Philosophies

	10-Oct
Translation project
	11-Oct
Chapel
	12-Oct Translation project

	13-Oct
I Cor. 13:1-4
Test 2

	16-Oct
No School
Teacher In-Service
	17-Oct
Translation project due
	18-Oct 
Scribal tradition
	19-Oct
	20-Oct
I Cor. 13:5-8 


	23-Oct
	24-Oct
	25-Oct
	26-Oct
	27-Oct
I Cor. 13:9-13

	30-Oct
	31-Oct
	1-Nov
	2-Nov
No School
Teacher In-Service
	3-Nov
No School
Teacher In-Service

	6-Nov
	7-Nov
	8-Nov
	9-Nov
	10-Nov

	13-Nov
	14-Nov
	15-Nov
	16-Nov
	17-Nov

	20-Nov
	21-Nov
	22-Nov
	23-Nov
	24-Nov

	27-Nov
	28-Nov
	29-Nov
	30-Nov
	1-Dec

	4-Dec
	5-Dec
	6-Dec
	7-Dec
	8-Dec

	11-Dec
	12-Dec
	13-Dec
	14-Dec
	15-Dec

	18-Dec
	19-Dec
	20-Dec
	21-Dec
	22-Dec

	1-Jan
	2-Jan
	3-Jan
	4-Jan
	5-Jan

	8-Jan
	9-Jan
	10-Jan
	11-Jan
	12-Jan

	15-Jan
	16-Jan
	17-Jan
	18-Jan
	19-Jan

	22-Jan
	23-Jan
	24-Jan
	25-Jan
	26-Jan

	29-Jan
	30-Jan
	31-Jan
	1-Feb
	2-Feb

	5-Feb
	6-Feb
	7-Feb
	8-Feb
	9-Feb

	12-Feb
	13-Feb
	14-Feb
	15-Feb
	16-Feb

	19-Feb
	20-Feb
	21-Feb
	22-Feb
	23-Feb

	26-Feb
	27-Feb
	28-Feb
	29-Feb
	1-Mar

	4-Mar
	5-Mar
	6-Mar
	7-Mar
	8-Mar

	11-Mar
	12-Mar
	13-Mar
	14-Mar
	15-Mar

	18-Mar
	19-Mar
	20-Mar
	21-Mar
	22-Mar

	25-Mar
	26-Mar
	27-Mar
	28-Mar
	29-Mar

	1-Apr
	2-Apr
	3-Apr
	4-Apr
	5-Apr

	8-Apr
	9-Apr
	10-Apr
	11-Apr
	12-Apr

	15-Apr
	16-Apr
	17-Apr
	18-Apr
	19-Apr

	22-Apr
	23-Apr
	24-Apr
	25-Apr
	26-Apr

	29-Apr
	30-Apr
	1-May
	2-May
	3-May

	6-May
	7-May
	8-May
	9-May
	10-May
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