Church History
Church History Wrap-Up
I. Introduction:  Jesus said, “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”  An alternative to the kingdom of this world is taking shape.  He said, “Ye are the light of the world, a city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.”  This new movement, this new way of life will stand out in marked contrast to the surrounding darkness.  It will reveal the truth about the world.  He said, “Ye are the salt of the earth.”  In every generation, Christians will offer a completely new and unique ingredient to their surroundings. The beliefs, practices, and values of this counter-cultural movement will stand in contrast to the status quo.  This has been evident in the history of the church
II. Scenes of salt and light
a. Jewish context 
i. Status quo:  “The important thing is to follow the rules and rituals of the Jewish code as interpreted by the scribes and Pharisees”  Ideal:  
ii. Light and salt: “Faith in God’s son Jesus fulfills the law of Moses, leading to a complete transformation of heart and life”
b. Roman context
i. Status quo:  “The important thing is to devote oneself to the Roman state, which is epitomized in the person of Caesar, along with its social and religious institutions.”  Ideal:  The loyal citizen, the patriot  Method:  Force
ii. Light and salt:  “Jesus is King, everything else, including the state is subservient to that loyalty and commitment.”
c. Christendom context (the Roman Catholic church in the medieval era)
i. Status quo: “The church as an institution holds the keys for the salvation of man’s soul. Submit to its authorities and rituals in exchange for eternal rest.”
ii. Light and salt: “Faith is the response of every individual and brings each individual into direct relationship with God; every Christian becomes a priest”
d. Reformation context 
i. Status quo:  “Justification by grace alone—the realities of sinfulness in ourselves and in the world are so great there is no possibility of the Kingdom coming in this era. Compromise in the church and in life is inevitable…God’s grace covers it.”
ii. Light and salt:  “Saving faith is the commitment to follow Christ at all costs, to live in simple obedience to all of His instructions.”
e. Modern context
i. Status quo:  “The way to know truth is through rational and empirical studies.  These are the tools we will use to save ourselves.”
ii. Light and Salt: “Because humans are broken and flawed, any attempt to save themselves will be a surface fix and will fail.  Jesus offers to transform us at the deepest level, changing our very desires, motives, and values.”
f. Postmodern context
i. Status quo:  “Everybody’s situation is different, so nothing is universally applicable.  Each person has to choose what to believe and how to live.”
ii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Light and Salt: “The uniqueness of people and their experiences is rooted in the creative character of God, who at the same time provides the bedrock for universal realities.  Because a single Author lives behind the various stories, we have confidence that our lives have meaning and purpose.”
