Church History
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I. Background
a. Most of the Mennonites that made their way to the United States from Europe ended up identifying with each other and working together
b. Division around 1850 resulted in the General Conference, a group which was decidedly more accommodationist-minded than the group they left—because the GC Mennonites were the “new” Mennonites; the main group became known as the “old” Mennonites, also sometimes referred to as the MC Mennonites
c. There were many different conferences under the umbrella of “old” Mennonites that worked together—i.e.  Lancaster Conf., Virginia Conf.,  Franconia Conf., Indiana-Ohio Conf., Michigan Conf., Washington-Franklin Conf.
II. Issues that led to Conflict and Divisions
a. Relationship with the broader American society—Should Mennonites identify with mainstream culture or should they remain a distinct group?
i. Leisure and entertainment—sports, music, past times
ii. Dress
b. View of Scripture—Does Scripture provide an authoritative guide for daily living or is it a general picture of God’s work in history?
c. Emphasis in the purpose of the church—Should the church’s primary emphasis be on service to the world and missions or should it prioritize faithfulness and purity within?
d. Education
III. Diverging paths—Use diagram “The Spreading Tree” 
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