Church History

Missions and Relief Work
I. [bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.mund.com/landing/images/mund.jpg]Background
a. Stages of mission activity in Anabaptist history
i. Intense persecution/bold evangelism
ii.  “Quiet” living/hesitant witness  
iii. Comfortable lifestyle/moderate activism
b. Pietism, revivalism, and progressivism probably played a part in the resurgence of mission interest among Mennonites (see Gospel vs. Gospel, Schlabach, for a fascinating analysis of this issue)

II. Missions
a. Late 1800s—rising level of interest in missions
b. Story of Annie Funk (Gathering 71)

III. Relief Work—sharing the Gospel with the whole person
a. Grows out of the mutual aid that Mennonites provide for each other
b. MCC—1920—relief for starving Russian Mennonites (estimated that 9,000 Mennonites were saved from starvation)
c. CAM-1981
d. Read story of Faith the Cow (found in the Living Threads collection)
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