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Mennonites in the Civil War
I. Background—
a. In the North, Henry Ward Beecher (1813–1887) was the scion of the country’s most prominent evangelical family. As pastor of Brooklyn’s Plymouth Congregational Church, he enjoyed the most influential pulpit in the land. When he spoke at ceremonies marking the recapture of Fort Sumter, Beecher made clear what he thought the conflict meant in the eye of God:
“I charge the whole guilt of this war upon the ambitious, educated, plotting leaders of the South.… A day will come when God will reveal judgment and arraign these mighty miscreants.… And then these guiltiest and most remorseless traitors … shall be whirled aloft and plunged downward forever and ever in an endless retribution.”  (from article by Mark Noll)
b. In the South, Robert Lewis Dabney (1820–1898) was almost as prominent as Beecher in the North. A Presbyterian defender of Scripture and of traditional confessions, he was even more orthodox than Beecher. During the war Dabney served on the staff of General Stonewall Jackson; afterward he presided over seminaries in South Carolina and Texas.
Yet from wherever Dabney viewed the conflict, his opinion was the same. The war, he thought, was “caused deliberately” by evil abolitionists who persecuted the South “with calculated malice.” When fellow Southerners asked him to soften his views on denominational colleagues in the North, Dabney had only these chilling words: “What! Forgive those people who have invaded our country, burned our cities, destroyed our homes, slain our young men, and spread desolation and ruin over our land?! No, I do not forgive them.” (from article by Mark Noll)
c. [image: 36 star U.S. Flag]Mennonites during this era participated in politics in a very limited way; position against slavery; not strongly patriotic
II. Mennonites in the North
a. Desire to see slavery eliminated but also opposed to war
b. Faced a national draft in 1863
i. Most Mennonites refused to join the army and nearly all refused to fight—the “old” Mennonites took a  stronger stand against participating in the war (Oberholtzer’s son fought in the war)
ii. Generally, the government respected the Mennonites’ consciences
iii. The government required fines, fees, taxes, or payment for substitutes from Cos—often $300 but as much as $1000 (a year’s wages could easily be around $150)
iv. Mennonites generally paid these fees 
c. Mennonites also made appeals to the government—a bishop from Ohio named John Brenneman wrote a petition to Abraham Lincoln himself

III. [image: Confederate Flag]Mennonites in the South
a. Mennonites in the South believed war was wrong and in addition had little incentive to support the Confederate army
i. Mennonites did not own slaves 
ii. Mennonites saw secession as rebellion against government and therefore wrong
b. The Confederacy also enacted a draft, in 1862
i. Most Mennonites and Amish refused to join the army but some were forced to accompany the army (Stonewall Jackson wrote about “a people who can aim, but can’t correctly aim”)
ii. Southern Mennonites (mostly in Virginia) also paid fees and taxes for not accepting the draft--$500 and a special property tax
iii. Quite a few men in the South went into hiding or sneaked into the northern states
c. Toward the end of the war, Union Gen. Sheridan brought a large army down through the Shenandoah Valley, looting, burning, and destroying an immense amount of property.  Many Mennonites were affected by this rampage.
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