
Church History
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I. Birth and Early Life 
a. Born in Witmarsum around 1496
b. Received an education in a monastery, learning Latin, some Greek and studying the early church fathers
c. [bookmark: _GoBack]Became a Roman Catholic priest at the age of 28
d. During this time, he lived a life of pleasure
II. From Questions to a Quest
a. Not long after becoming a priest, Menno began to doubt transubstantiation, that the bread and wine actually turn into the body and blood of Christ.
b. Although he first thought that the doubts were coming from the devil, Menno turned to the Bible and began to seriously study it for the first time in his life.
c. Through his study, he concluded that transubstantiation was an erroneous belief.
d. Menno began to preach from the Bible at his church
e. When Menno heard about a man by the name of Sicke Snyder who was executed near Menno’s home for his rebaptism, Menno turned to the Scriptures again to discover its teachings on baptism.
f. He became convinced that there was no basis for infant baptism in Scripture.
g. In spite of these newfound convictions, Menno continued his duties as a Catholic priest, saying the mass and baptizing infants.  He openly admitted his hypocrisy.
III. Crisis and Conversion
a. When Menno heard about the Munster tragedy, he was deeply convicted.  Even though he knew that the Anabaptists at Munster were far from the truth, he realized that they were more truthful and courageous than he because they at least were willing to suffer and die for their faith.*
b. This incident prompted him to finally act on his beliefs.  In January 1536, Menno surrendered himself fully to Christ, asking God for forgiveness of sins and a clean heart.
c. Shortly after his conversion, Menno was baptized, and from this point on, he lived in full dedication to Christ.
*Appendix A:
 "The blood of these people, although misled, fell so hot upon my heart that I could not stand it, nor find rest in my soul.... I saw that these zealous children, although in error, willingly gave their lives ... for their doctrine and their faith. And I was one of those who had disclosed to some of them the abominations of the papal system. But I continued in my comfortable life and acknowledged abominations simply in order that I might enjoy physical comfort and escape the Cross of Christ.
"Pondering these things my conscience tormented me so that I could no longer endure it.... If I continue this way and do not live agreeably to the Word of the Lord..., if I through bodily fear do not lay bare the foundations of truth, nor use all my powers to direct the wandering flock who would gladly do their duty if they knew it, to the true pastures of Christ -- Oh, how shall their shed blood, shed in the midst of transgression, rise against me at the judgment of the Almighty and pronounce sentence against my poor, miserable soul!"
Menno continues his account by stating that his "heart trembled within" him and that he "prayed to God with sighs and tears that He would give" him, "a sorrowing sinner, the gift of His grace" and create within him "a clean heart and graciously through the merits of the crimson blood of Christ forgive" his "unclean walk..." and bestow upon him "wisdom, Spirit, courage ... so that" he might "preach His exalted adorable name and holy Word in purity, and make known His truth to His glory."
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