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Nikolsburg and the Hutterites
A.  One refuge from the persecution and the oppression that the Anabaptists faced almost 			everywhere was the city of Nikolsburg in the land of Moravia.  As many as 12,000 				Anabaptists gathered here by the spring of 1527.
B.	The authorities of this region, the lords of Liechtenstein, gave protection to the Anabaptists, 		and one even accepted believer’s baptism.
C.	Two leaders emerged in the group of Anabaptists at Nikolsburg: Balthasar Hubmaier and 			Hans Hut.
D.	Unfortunately, these two men had very different ideas of the Christian church.
	1.  Balthasar Hubmaier did not hold to nonresistance.  He believed that Christians could take 			up arms and fight for the government if the situation demanded it.  He also believed that 			Christians could participate in government.
	2.	Hans Hut held to nonresistance.  He rejected any kind of violence and war and did not 				support Christian involvement in government.
E.	The Anabaptists in Nikolsburg divided into two basic groups,  along the lines of Hubmaier 			and Hut.
	1.	Schwertler (sword-bearers) - Followers of Hubmaier
	2.	Stabler (staff-bearers) - Followers of Hut
F.	For a while, these two groups coexisted in Nikolsburg, but in 1528 the lords of Liechenstein 			ordered the Stabler group to leave the area.
G.	Under the desperate circumstances, the group decided to pool all their resources in order to 		survive.  From this time on, they practiced the community of goods.  In other words, all of 		their possessions were owned collectively, not individually.
H.	Shortly after they were expelled from Nikolsburg, a capable man by the name of Jacob 			Hutter came to be their leader.  The group eventually became known by his name and today 		are called the Hutterian Brethren.
