Church History
German Anabaptism: Anabaptism Beyond the Swiss Brethren  
I. Shortly after, in fact, almost simultaneous with the Anabaptist movement in Zurich and the surrounding area, Anabaptist ideas and practices were also appearing throughout ________________-speaking countries (north and east of Zurich) and taking root.
II. Although this movement had much in common with the Swiss Brethren, it was also different in a number of ways.
III. Several men were especially influential in this movement and help us to understand some of the tendencies of this group of Anabaptists:
a. __________________________
i. Well-educated, Denck accepted many Reformation’s views
ii. He became dissatisfied with many of the Reformers’ action and moved toward a more radical, Anabaptist position.
iii. On __________________________, he was expelled from Nurnberg because of his religious views.  Sometime not long after this, he received believer’s baptism, thus becoming an Anabaptist
iv. He was very active in sharing his faith with others and was successful in winning many converts, one of which was Hans Hut
v. In August of 1527, he was a leader at a meeting of Anabaptists called the ____________ Synod, where they discussed their evangelistic strategy among other things.  (Many of the Anabaptists who attended this meeting left two-by-two to go out and share the Gospel, and as a result, many of them were martyred, hence the name.)
vi. Denck emphasized the ___________ of God and the necessity of the work of the Holy Spirit in the Christian’s life and deemphasized the role of Scripture
vii. “No one may truly know Christ except one follow Him in life. And no one can follow Him, except he first know Him.”
viii. He died in November, 1527, of the plague, at 27 years of age.
b. _____________________
i. A bookseller and an effective speaker and leader, Hut was probably the most successful of all Anabaptist preachers and missionaries.  In less than two years, Hut baptized many hundreds of people and started congregations in at least ________________ different towns or cities.
ii. Hut emphasized the __________________ and the imminent return of Christ.
iii. Hut died in December 1527 after being severely tortured.  The cause of his death was a fire in his prison cell.  Judges condemned him to death anyway and then burnt his body at the stake.

c. ____________________________
i. Pilgram Marpeck was born in the Austrian city of Rattenberg, date unknown. 
ii. He was a highly skilled and successful _________________ working in the mining industry. 
iii. In __________ he was removed from a position as a mining official, evidently because he had become an Anabaptist. 
iv. Marpeck and his family moved to _________________ later in 1528, leaving property, wealth, and high social position behind. Once again, Marpeck was successfully employed as an engineer. 
v. Marpeck became an outspoken leader of Strasbourg’s Anabaptists. His upright character and convincing arguments attracted many to Anabaptism. 
vi. Bucer felt his own reforming efforts being threatened, and finally succeeded in having Marpeck banished from the city in December 1531. 
vii. Marpeck eventually moved to the German city of _________________, where he worked as an engineer until his natural death in 1556.  
viii. He corresponded with Anabaptists throughout Europe during this time. 
ix. Marpeck expressed concern about troubling trends in Anabaptism.
1. An overemphasis on the _____________ as opposed to Scripture
2. Trends toward ___________________
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]________________



Thomas von Imbroich was an Anabaptist messenger and servant of the Word. He preached and baptized and established new congregations along the lower Rhein. He wrote seven epistles and one of the most widely used Anabaptist confessions of faith. When they beheaded him, he was 25 years old. 
Before they beheaded him at Köln am Rhein in 1557, Thomas von Imbroich left this testimony: 
I am willing and ready, both to live or to die. I do not care what happens to me. God will not let me down. I am comforted and in good spirits while yet on the earth. God gives me friendly assurance, and my heart is encouraged through my brothers. Sword, water, fire, whatever creature may come cannot frighten me. No man or foreign being shall be able to pull me away from God. I hope to stay with what I have chosen for myself in the beginning. All the persecution in this world shall not be able to separate me from God.
