Church History

The Schleitheim Confession of Faith (1527)
I. [bookmark: _GoBack]Background
a. Character of the first Anabaptist groups:  diverse and scattered
b. The early Anabaptists lacked the unifying forces of “big” leaders, church structure, and documents
c. In an attempt to bring some unity to the group and to define their beliefs, a group of Anabaptists met in Schleitheim, Switzerland on February 24, 1527 
d. Michael Sattler is believed to be the primary author of this document
II. Schleitheim Confession (or a Brotherly Agreement/Union/Understanding)
a. Baptism—for those who have repented of their sins and walk in new life
b. The Ban—believers who fall into sin should be admonished, first privately, and then secondly, publicly (Mt. 18); those who refuse to repent should be excommunicated to maintain the unity and purity of the church
c. The Lord’s Supper—Communion is a memorial of Christ’s sacrifice of which only those who are truly repentant and unified in the faith should partake
d. Separation from evil—Following Jesus means taking a different path than the rest of the world; believers will not participate in any activities that involve ungodly teachings or values.
e. Church leaders—Shepherds are to meet the qualifications found in the New Testament; he should serve the flock and build it up; he should be supported by his congregation; he should be held accountable; and if he is killed, another pastor should be ordained to take his place immediately
f. The Sword—Believers are not to use the sword on heretics or fight their political enemies; believers should not hold political office that requires the use of violence; the believer’s battle is spiritual not temporal
g. The Oath—Swearing is forbidden for believers since Christ taught, “Swear not at all”; believers should always be honest and plainspoken
III. Impact of the Schleitheim meeting
a. This meeting set a precedent for the Anabaptists in how to organize themselves and make decisions—to seek, under the direction of the Holy Spirit, a brotherly consensus in how to understand and apply Scripture 
b. The Schleitheim Confession provided a statement of beliefs which helped to define the position of a core group of Anabaptists
