Church History
The Swiss Brethren
I. Beginning of a new movement
a. Inauguration: January 21, 1525
b. First leaders:
i. Conrad Grebel  (1498-1526)—the leader of the first group of Anabaptists 
1. Son of a prominent Zurich family
2. He was very well-educated, but lived a wild life during his years as a university student. 
3. His lifestyle changed drastically as he studied the Scriptures with Zwingli and he became a close associate of Zwingli’s until they parted over the issues of authority, church, and infant baptism
4. He died of the plague in 1526
ii. Felix Manz  (c. 1480-1527)
1. Illegitimate son of a Zurich priest; well-educated and scholarly
2. Manz also worked as an evangelist, and was arrested several times before being executed on January 5, 1527. 
iii. George Blaurock  (c. 1480-1529)
1. A Swiss Catholic priest who became a bold, out-spoken, zealous advocate of reform; came to Zurich and joined forces with radicals
2. He also became an evangelist in Switzerland for Austria, doing much to spread the message of Anabaptism
3. In 1529, he was arrested, tortured, and burned at the stake by Austrian authorities. 
iv. Wilhelm Reublin  (c. 1480-c.1560)  An educated man who was very active in Anabaptist circles for around five years but got involved in some shady financial dealings and abandoned Anabaptism
c. Formation of a fellowship
i. Those who were “rebaptized” began to meet together to worship, study the Word of God, and observe the Lord’s Supper
ii. They also began sharing with each other in a material way
iii. The movement was marked by simplicity and sincerity, lacking a centralized authority and rigidly-organized structure
d. Centers of Anabaptist activity
i. Zurich - Birthplace of movement, home of the first leaders
ii. St. Gallen - A neighbor to the east of Zurich, St. Gallen quickly become a site of much Anabaptist activity, and a large congregation developed there in spite of opposition and persecution by the town council
iii. Berne - Another neighbor to Zurich, Berne was also an early stronghold of Anabaptism; persecution was particularly severe and persistent in this city, but the congregation here remained alive and growing for many years
iv. [bookmark: _GoBack]Strasbourg - An important center of Anabaptism, this city stands out because of its tolerant stance toward the Anabaptists; although it did not allow complete freedom, compared to other cities, its approach was mild; no Anabaptists were executed here; this city was also the site of a number of important conferences by the Swiss Brethren
e. Action taken against Brethren
i. In the months following the rebaptism, a series of disputations occurred between Zwingli and the Brethren on the subject of infant baptism.
ii. The leaders were imprisoned numerous times and sentenced to diets of bread and water, but were released repeatedly as well
iii. On May 29, 1525, Catholic authorities burned Hippolytus (Bolt) Eberli at the stake - the first Anabaptist martyr
iv. At the end of 1526, Manz and Blaurock were arrested again by Zurich officials
1. Manz was convicted of inciting “riot against the government” and executed by drowning on Jan. 5, 1527
2. On the same day, Blaurock was banished from Zurich and beaten as he made his way out of the city
f.  Growth of the Brethren
i. In the midst of imprisonment and persecution, the Brethren enthusiastically shared their faith and baptized people, resulting in a rapid growth of numbers.
ii. Most of the people who accepted their message were peasants and other lower class, though certainly not all were of this group.


Appendix: 

Zurich Court’s Verdict:
[Manz] “shall be delivered over to the executioner who shall bind his hands, put him in a boat, lead him to the lower hut, and at the lower hut place his bound hands over his knees and thrust a stick between his legs and his arms, and throw him bound in that way into the water, and leave him in the water to die and to perish. Thus shall he pay the price to law and justice.”
