Church History
Birth of Anabaptism: Radical Reformers become Anabaptists
I. Background:  A group of Zwingli’s associates become increasingly dissatisfied with his Zwingli’s willingness to yield to the wishes of the Zurich city council and commit themselves to personally obeying the Scriptures at all cost.
a. Disputations  (Debates which lead to break between Zwingli and the radicals)
i. First disputation - Jan. 29, 1523
1. Zwingli and his supporters challenge various Catholic beliefs and practices
2. Zwingli wins the support of the city council
ii. Second disputation - October 26-28, 1523
1. Zwingli and his followers want the Mass abolished
2. Zwingli backs off when the council is unwilling to make changes
3. Grebel and the other more radical reformers are unwilling to let the council set the pace of reform
4. This could be seen as the point of divergence between Zwingli and those who would become Anabaptist
iii. Third disputation - Jan. 20, 1524 - No significant action is taken
b. Further attempts at reform
i. In 1524, infant baptism became a prominent issue as the radical reformers came to grips with the full implications of their commitment to follow the New Testament. (See Appendix A)
1. The New Testament teaches that baptism is to follow faith in Christ—how can an infant exercise faith?
2. The New Testament records no instances of baptizing babies or children. 
ii. In the last part of 1523 and during 1524, the radicals made many attempts to discuss infant baptism and the pace of reform with Zwingli, but Zwingli refused to go beyond what the city council would allow.
iii. On Jan. 17, 1525, Zwingli and the radicals held a debate on the issue of infant baptism.  Zwingli refused to hear of change on this issue, and the next day, the city council mandated that that all who failed to baptize their infants before the age of eight days were to be exiled.
iv. Three days later, on Jan. 21, the city council ordered that the Bible-study meetings of the radicals should stop.

II. Anabaptism is born
a. The radical believers met in the home of Felix Manz on the evening of Jan. 21, 1525, and re-baptized each other upon the confession of each one’s faith. (See Appendix B)
b. Significance of Brethren’s actions
i. Church is a voluntary community
1. Only true believers who make a personal commitment are part of the church
2. Unity of state and church is threatened
3. Stability in society is threatened
4. Power of the leaders of church and state is threatened
ii. This is the beginning of the Anabaptist movement (Anabaptist simply means “re-baptized” and it was a derogatory label used by their enemies)
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